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Fourth Class of Distinguished Alumni 
Welcomed at Foundation Gala
By Barbara Capsouras
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T he County College of Morris 18th Annual
Scholarship Gala was held on March 31, 2006 at the
Birchwood Manor. In conjunction with the Alumni
Association, awards were presented to nine outstand-
ing alumni.  The Alumni Recognition Program
acknowledges alumni who meet particular criteria
including outstanding personal achievement, service
to the community, service to the Alumni Association,
and exceptional overall achievement.  The following
inductees will have their names added to the Alumni
Wall of Fame for perpetual recognition:

Alumna of the Year:

For Cottie Benson ’75, giving to
others is one of the most reward-
ing aspects of her life.  She discov-
ered early on that she had an
amazing aptitude in financial
planning.  Her expertise resulted in
the creation of the Benson Kresge
Foundation, which she oversees as
President.  The foundation’s chari-

table interests include education, and social and human
services issues. Benson manages the investing for the
foundation and for her family.  Through her generosity
and commitment to County College of Morris, and her
dedication to the health profession, she has established
and endowed the Benson Kresge Nursing Scholarship,
which will assist CCM Nursing students in perpetuity.

Benson has always been involved in the business
arena.  She opened a women’s retail shop in
Parsippany, The House of Gemini, which she operat-
ed for five years until she sold it in 1981. She was also

a partner, with her son, in Powdermill
Towing. She studied business at CCM
and received her Associate Degree in
1975.

During the winter months, Benson
and her husband, Earle, spend time
in Florida enjoying the sun and the
sand.  Her heart and her enthusiasm
stay in New Jersey, however, and she
continues to search out ways to show
her love for and loyalty to CCM.

Alumni Achievement
Award:

Joseph Bilotti ’88
is a gem in the County College of
Morris Music Department. His
engaging personality, knowledge
of music, and his talent result in
many students seeking seats in
his classes. Bilotti is an accom-
plished guitarist and piano play-
er, and he also serves as the

accompanist for the CCM Choir.

He received his Associate Degree in Liberal Arts/Music
from CCM in 1988.  Bilotti continued his studies at
Montclair State University where he received a
Master’s Degree in Music, and he is currently working
towards his PhD. He started as a Teaching Assistant in
the CCM Music Department. In time, he was named
Adjunct Professor, and also took a part-time Lab
Assistant position. Bilotti then was assigned as full-
time Lab Assistant, and recently was promoted to his
current position of Assistant Professor.

Aside from his faculty position and his educational
pursuits, Bilotti is surrounded by music in all aspects
of his life.  He has played in a number of bands,
including Eastern Potata, The Sunshine Revolution, and
the Joanie Beau Band.  One of his bands, The Soft
Parade, is a Doors tribute band with which Billotti
plays a vintage guitar. This band has attained interna-
tional recognition for their performances in which
they recreate the atmosphere of a legendary Doors’
concert.  Last year Bilotti arranged a group of faculty,
students, and friends to provide the musical enter-
tainment at the CCM Foundation Scholarship Gala.
He also books private engagements, and recently
showcased his talents with a group that gave an awe-
some performance at a CCM staff member’s wedding.

His dedication to teaching and to CCM is readily
apparent, and he credits CCM for starting him on the
path to an incredible musical career.

D id you know that CCM trains
roughly half of all the nurses working
in Morris County? That number could
go higher, thanks to the new Weekend
Nursing Program funded by three local
hospitals. Chilton Memorial,
Morristown Memorial/Atlantic Health

System, and Saint Clare’s Hospital have
each pledged $250,000 over the next
three years to County College of Morris.
The funds will be used to pay faculty
and lab coordinators to run the week-
end education program that is sched-
uled for Fridays, Saturdays, and
Sundays starting in September 2006.

In the past two years, the college turned
away about 60 percent of the applicants
to the program, because it lacked the
physical capacity and funds to meet the
program’s enrollment demands. “We’re
pleased to report that the new partner-
ship will train approximately 90 addi-
tional nurses over the next three years.

This will go a long way toward address-
ing the county’s current nursing short-
age,” commented Joan Cunningham,
Chairperson, Nursing and Allied
Health Department. 

CCM State-of-the-art Nursing Program Expands
Enhancements strengthen program

By Mary Ann Kiczek

Continued on page 2 . . .
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Outstanding alumni are honored at Foundation Gala.



The Nursing Program at County
College of Morris, now in its 37th year,
offers a balance of general education
and nursing courses. Graduates of the
program are eligible to take the NCLEX-
RN examination and upon successful
completion are licensed as Registered
Nurses (R.N.) by the New Jersey Board
of Nursing. There are currently close to
300 students enrolled in the CCM
Nursing program, reports
Cunningham.

Certification is good news for
CCM Nursing graduates 

In another development of interest to
nursing professionals, County College
of Morris recently became a certified
provider of continuing education cours-
es for nurses and allied health profes-
sionals. This certification was granted to
CCM by the New Jersey State Nurses
Association (NJSNA), which is accredit-
ed by the American Nurses
Credentialing Center’s Commission on
Accreditation.

”This new status is important for both
active and inactive nurses and allied
health professionals,” explained
Professor Leo-Felix Jurado. “It means
that continuing education courses com-
pleted at CCM are recognized by the
American Nurses Credentialing Center
Commission on Accreditation and
other nursing specialty certifying agen-
cies. I would encourage individuals
interested in earning the continuing
education credits they need to upgrade
their skills and renew their specialty cer-
tifications and licenses to learn more
about the courses available at CCM,” he
added.

We want to
hear from you!
There are so
many ways for
you to stay con-
nected to your
alma mater.
One of the key

avenues is to let us know what you
have done since you graduated from
CCM.  Fill out the update form on
page 7 of this issue or go to the alum-
ni section of our website
(www.ccm.edu) and electronically
submit your information.  We will
print your information in the next
issue of the CCM Alumni Advocate
newsletter.  I am routinely asked how
we choose candidates for our bill-
board campaigns. The
newsletter updates are one
area that we review for
consideration.

If you own a business,
we would love to feature
you in our Winner’s Circle. Past entre-
preneurs were pleasantly surprised at
the recognition their business received
after our circulation to 24,000 alumni.

You will read in this issue about our
newest group of alumni awardees. By
simply filling out an award nomina-
tion form, you may be chosen to
become a member of our Alumni Wall
of Fame, with your name permanently
engraved in history.

If you are inclined to take on a larger
role, you can volunteer to be a mem-
ber of the Alumni Advisory Board.
We are actively seeking new mem-
bers.  The Board meets once a
month at the college and plans
activities for the Alumni Association.
Advise the Alumni Office of your
interest and you will be invited to
attend a meeting.

A smaller scale volunteer opportunity
may better suit your needs.  Just let us

know your availability, and we will
try to arrange a connection with
our requirements.

Do you have expertise in writing?
We would love to include more

alumni on our Advocate Newsletter
staff.  Your byline will appear with

any articles you are assigned to write,
and you will receive a small stipend!
We are in search of writers!

By replying favorably to our annual
fund appeal, your donation is a very
visible and worthy way of connecting
to your alma mater.  Of course, there
are always opportunities to connect in
fun ways by attending planetarium
shows, performing arts productions,
international films, or participating

on our bus trips.  Jump on
board this June as we
head to Resorts Casino

in Atlantic City for fun,
sun, and a chance on luck!

An indirect way of keeping in
touch with CCM is encouraging your
children or grandchildren to attend
college here, and most importantly,
advising them to apply for the Alumni
Scholarship.

Whichever way you choose, CCM is
available to you long after you gradu-
ate.  Be involved!

Barbara Capsouras ‘82
Alumni Director

Email:  bcapsouras@ccm.edu
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Dr. Bette Simmons continues her commitment to
CCM  in new post as Vice President
By Mary Ann Kiczek

W hen Dr. Bette Simmons first came to CCM as an admissions counselor in 1980,
she expected that, before long, she would move on to employment at a four-year resi-
dential college.  Twenty-six years later, Dr. Simmons remains a familiar face at CCM,
where she continues to demonstrate her commitment and connection to CCM students.

In July 2005, Simmons was appointed Vice President of Student Development and
Enrollment Management of the college.  In this role, she oversees admissions, academic
advising, financial aid, registration, and student records, in addition to athletics, campus
life, career services and cooperative education, counseling, health services, and the
Women’s Center.

Simmons, a graduate of Thiel College, who holds a master’s in counseling from
Montclair State University and a doctorate in higher education administration from

Seton Hall University, has served in a number of administrative assignments at CCM throughout the past 25 years.  In
addition to admissions counselor, Simmons has held the position of Assistant to the Dean of Students, Counselor,
Assistant to the President, Assistant Dean of Students, and Dean of Students.

In February of 2005 when CCM President Dr. Edward Yaw decided to bring the offices of student development and enroll-
ment services together under one umbrella, Simmons was a natural fit for the new position.

Simmons is quick to point to CCM students as the primary reason she has remained at CCM for all these years.  “The qual-
ity and diversity of the CCM student body are what have kept me here,” she says.  “I feel a strong connection with our stu-
dents and am committed to providing them with the appropriate services they need to be successful here academically.”

Simmons asks CCM alumni to, “Think back to your time at CCM and take pride in the wonderful institution you attend-
ed.  Any way you can give back to CCM, whether through service, referring students to the college, or supporting the CCM
Foundation, will help us to continue to strengthen as an institution,” she says.

Nursing
Continued from page 1

Continued on page 8 . . .

CCM Students Win Graphic Design Awards
For the first time in the College’s history, County College of Morris students have won
two of the most prestigious awards in graphic design for The Promethean, a student-pro-
duced literary and arts publication. The publication received the "American Graphic
Design Award" from the highly regarded Graphic Design magazine and the "Creativity
Award of Excellence" from Creative 35, an international graphic design publication.
CCM Professor Stephen Longo, a 30-year veteran of package and graphic design
industries, noted that CCM students have been brought to a higher level of under-
standing in how to prepare work for publishing in the graphic design community.



B ack in the early 1980s, when Charlene Burg
‘87 was playing the latest disco melodies on the
County College of Morris radio station, she never
imagined that 25 years later she would still be spin-
ning tunes. Only now Burg plays music and offers her
own brand of high-energy entertainment as owner of
Popular Party DJs, a business she started in 1983.
Burg’s team of mobile entertainers includes five
Masters of Ceremony and six spinner DJs.

Popular Party DJs entertains at all types of events –
from weddings to sweet sixteens, corporate events,
bar/bat mitzvahs, class reunions and more. When
asked her favorite type of event, she answered without
hesitation, “Weddings…definitely weddings.”

A day in the life of a DJ business owner

“The phone generally starts ringing at 10:00 a.m. with
clients calling to book a DJ for an upcoming event or
to confirm a planned event. When we’re not on the
phone, we’re updating
our digital music library,”
said Burg in describing a
typical business day.

About three hours prior to an event, her team uses a
checklist to pack all equipment. Then it’s off to the
event location to unload, perform sound quality
checks, and change into tuxedos. As guests arrive, she
and her follow DJs switch into high gear. “We do
whatever it takes to get people energized and out on
the dance floor,” Burg explained. Most events last four
to five hours, after which the DJ team reloads the
equipment and heads home.

“It’s a long night, but the thank you’s and smiles at the
end of the evening make it all worth it. Knowing that
you contributed to making someone’s event a success
is very rewarding,” she commented.

What success looks like

To be a successful DJ, you need to know all genres of
music and stay current on the latest music trends.
Burg meets monthly with peers to discuss current
trends and new directions for enhancing the party

experience, and she is taking courses in
CCM’s Technology division of CCM to boost
her skills.

Maintaining and upgrading her digital music
library of more than 50,000 titles is one of
the key challenges Burg faces in her profes-
sion. Despite the challenge, Burg does not
download illegal music. Her music library
comes from store purchased CDs, CD clubs
such as Columbia House, and from distribu-
tors who market to professional DJs. She rips

her music to mp3 formats, giving her the flexibility to
bring CDs to events, along with her computerized sys-
tem and high-end equipment.

On the road, she has back-up equip-
ment integrated into her system, to
avoid any possibility of down time at
an event should she experience com-
puter malfunctions. Another chal-
lenge is the need to constantly
upgrade sound equipment. “I just
wish the gear would get smaller and
lighter,” she added with a grin. 

How to hire a DJ

There are many different types of events, many of
which have their own ethnic or cultural traditions. A
professional DJ knows through experience which
songs to play when, and how to professionally inter-
act with a crowd to ensure that guests are having a
great time. This only comes from training, years of
experience, and an extensive knowledge of music and
equipment. Burg cautions anyone in the market for a
DJ not to select solely by price. “Be selective.
Entertainment can ‘make or break’ your event. You
need to listen to what the DJ has to say and make your
decision based on the DJ’s experience,” she explained.

Burg started right at CCM

Burg credits CCM with making her more outgoing,
obviously a necessity in her business.  The business
classes she took have been invaluable in providing her
with practical skills in accounting, marketing, and
communication. She has many good memories of her
years at CCM, including “Professor Mammon’s vocal
classes, the craziness of working at WCCM, and a cer-
tain Jell-O wrestling match.”

Today, Burg is the mother of two teenage girls. Elisa,
16, is starring in CCM’s Annie Get Your Gun produc-
tion, and 13-year-old Leanne attends middle school
and is an aspiring artist. Not surprisingly, in her spare
time, Burg enjoys singing, dancing, and listening to
music, as well as baking and doing crafts with Leanne.

Burg returns to her CCM roots often, serving as a DJ
for various Campus Life events. In fact, for more than
20 years, her company has provided the mobile enter-
tainment for the Campus Life Awards Dinner.

To learn more about Burg and Popular Party DJs, visit
www.popularpartydjs.com or call 973-361-6262.  

Rocking with Charlene Burg, 
owner of Popular Party DJs
By Mary Ann Kiczek

Special Events Benefit CCM Foundation
By Barbara Capsouras
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CCM Winner’s Circle

CCM Special Events Coordinator, Christine Dimas, has a busy schedule coordinat-
ing logistics for the CCM Foundation’s fund-raising activities throughout the year.
Beginning with the annual Golf Outing in September, the Wine Tasting in
November, the Scholarship Gala in March, and ending with the Scholarship
Recognition Dinner in April, Dimas is instrumental to the success of these events.
Her attention to detail ensure a smoothly run activity.

In partnership with the Picatinny
Chapter of the National Defense
Industrial Association (NDIA), CCM
Foundation’s fourth annual Dean
A.Gallo Memorial Golf Outing at
Picatinny Arsenal Golf Club on
September 22, 2005 grossed nearly
$28,000.  The 130 golfers putted
around on golf carts and enjoyed
competing for prizes for the longest
drive, closest to the pin, closest to the
line, and lowest net score.  With some
surprisingly close calls, golfers tried

their best shots at winning a Saturn Vue (courtesy of Saturn of Denville). With no
luck there, they took their chances on winning a variety of prizes at the evening
dinner. With a swing of the raffle barrel, tickets were drawn for golf bags, gift cer-
tificates, baseball tickets, golf clubs, shirts, and many other enticing items.

Tom Quigley’s presentation on fine wines from the Santa Barbara region preceded
the CCM Foundation’s successful Wine Tasting event on October 28, 2005 at the

Birchwood Manor. While enjoying deli-
cious gourmet hors d’oeuvres and sam-
pling wines including syrah, cabernet,
chardonnay and pinot noir, participants
were entertained by the CCM Jazz
Ensemble. Proceeds of this event sup-
port the Michael Marino Sr. Scholarship
for Hospitality Management.

On March 31, 2006, the 18th Annual Scholarship
Gala was a glittering success. This year, the recipients
of the alumni awards were led into the ballroom by
the rousing sounds of a bagpiper. The silent auction
created a bidding frenzy on over 100 items including
jewelry, beautiful gift baskets, overnight stays, restau-
rant gift certificates, and a huge chocolate bunny.
Fifteen students from the CCM Ambassador Club
and International Student Club volunteered
throughout the day and night helping to keep the
event organized.

The Scholarship Recognition Reception took place this
year in April in the newly renovated Student Center.
Scholarship recipients and donors were recognized

and enjoyed a lovely reception. It was very gratifying for the donors to personally see
and hear how their generous contributions assist well-deserving students.  

Charlene Burg of Popular Party DJs provides
entertainment for many types of events
including weddings, sweet sixteens, bar/bat
mitzvahs, and school events.
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Alumni Awards   Continued from page 1

Alumni Achievement Award:

Kimberly Nicholais ’95 is a star
who was called upon recently to
encourage CCM students to reach
for their dreams in the graphic
design industry. Nicholais was
invited to participate at her alma
mater during Career Week last fall.
She discussed her role as an Art
Supervisor at LifeBrands in New

York City, which is a division of Publicis Healthcare
Communications Group, a worldwide network of
advertising agencies. LifeBrands is a full-service
healthcare advertising agency that focuses on a
dynamic and expanding market segment of specialty
brands. These are brands whose prescriptions are driv-
en by specialty physicians in high-science areas, such
as CNS, oncology, and cardiovascular medicine.  

After receiving her Associate Degree in Graphic Design
from CCM in 1995, Nicholais continued her educa-
tion at Pratt Institute and obtained a B.F.A. in
Communications Design with Honors in 1998. She
previously was employed as an Art Director at Noesis
Healthcare in Morristown and for the Promotion
Development Group Inc. in New York City.

Nicholais has been the recipient of numerous awards
in her field including: The Rx Club Award of
Excellence 2001, 2002, 2003 and a Certificate of
Achievement 2002 for outstanding example of graph-
ics excellence in the 60th annual graphic arts awards
exhibition. In her spare time, Nicholais also free-
lances for Macy’s by Mail and for a
Battered Women’s Shelter.

Alumni Achievement Award:

Janel Pisorchik ’92 earned an
Associate Degree from CCM in
1992 in Recreation/Leisure
Services, and then went on to earn
a Bachelors Degree in Business
from Nova Southeastern.
Pisorchik started at Walt Disney
Company 15 years ago as an
intern in their college program.

She was the Manager of Walt Disney World Ticket
Fulfillment and Internal Control until 2005. In this
position, she led a team of six managers and over 65
office and technical cast members. She was then pro-
moted to Senior Sales Manager on the Consumer
Direct Sales Team.  In this role, her focus is on onsite
theme park sales.

In 2005, Pisorchik spent seven months assisting with
the opening of Hong Kong Disneyland. She was
responsible for implementation of the Automated
Ticketing System (Sales Stations and Turnstiles), the
training of the cast and managers, leadership training,
and the overall ticketing processes. Pisorchik’s
hard work resulted in the successful
opening of the gates on September 12,
2005.

Alumni Achievement Award:

Claudia Paladino ’03 is a shining
example of success. She graduated
magna cum laude twice - from
CCM in 2001 with an Associate
Degree in Humanities/Social
Science, and then from Manhattan
College in 2003 with a Bachelors
Degree in International Studies.

Paladino began working as an Investigator at the
Civilian Complaint Review Board in New York City in
2003. This is a city agency staffed by civilians that
investigate specific allegations of misconduct made by
civilians against members of the NYC Police
Department. In this position, Paladino was responsible
for maintaining a docket of 20-30 cases.  This involved
interviewing civilians, conducting interviews/canvasses
in the field, requesting and analyzing NYPD documen-
tation, medical documentation, court and communi-
cations records, interviewing officers, and submitting a
final report to the Board for disposition.

Paladino was privileged to be selected for one of the
few reserved spots for CCRB investigators to attend
the NYPD Internal Affairs Bureau’s training course in
2004. Her successful completion of this two-week
intensive course was followed in May 2005 by her pro-
motion to Assistant Supervising Investigator. She is
part of a three-person team that supervises a group of
approximately 15 investigators. Through her efforts,
Paladino  helps to ensure that New York City is a bet-
ter place for the community.

Alumni Achievement Award:

Kenneth Spilatro ’82 stays
connected to the place where he
“started right” in many different
ways. In 1990, he was a celebrity in
one of the first “I Started Right”
billboard campaigns. Fulfilling a
life-long dream of opening a ski
shop in Morris County, Spilatro
has been the President/Owner of

Pelican Sport Center in Morris Plains since 1980.
While his store’s location has always been close to the
college (he started in a converted two-bedroom house
on Route 10 East), Pelican recently underwent a major
expansion to over 70,000 square feet and moved even
closer to CCM - down the street on Route 10 West.
Spilatro has employed students from CCM and can
always be counted on to provide a generous auction
gift at the annual Scholarship Gala.

Spilatro earned an Associate Degree in Business at
CCM in 1982. As a student, he took 13 credits a
semester while working 40 hours a week at his store.
It was tough, but he acknowledged that the business
classes really helped him in his career. An advertising
class influenced him to be creative in advertising and
to realize its importance in promoting a business. He
continues to follow that philosophy. He went on to
Fairleigh Dickinson University where he also studied
business. Spilatro’s shining business achievement is
reflected in annual sales of over $10 million.

For any season, a walk though Pelican Sport Center is
a feast for the eyes. From skiing and snowboarding
attire and equipment, to everything you need for your
pool, spa or patio, or just games for your family recre-
ation, this local business has it all.  The success of
Pelican Sport Center is a glowing tribute to the hard
work and dedication of one of CCM’s bright stars!

Alumni Service Award:

Carol Shay ’91 is a legend
among CCM students,
faculty, and administration.
She is a shining example of dedi-
cation and commitment and is
always ready with a smile to lend a
hand or answer a question. Her
pleasant attitude and disposition
brighten up the Biology/

Chemistry department every day. As the department’s
Administrative Assistant, Shay’s energy and willing-
ness to put in extra effort make her a valuable
resource. She has served CCM for 25 years with a pas-
sion that is unparalleled. 

Shay received an Associate Degree in Humanities/
Social Sciences from CCM in 1991.  Her love for CCM
extends beyond her job.  She is a member of the
Alumni Advisory Board and the College Council. She
serves on the Student Team Committee and is co-chair
of the Student Affairs Committee. Shay’s past involve-
ment includes serving on the Release 17
Implementation Team for Datatel, as well as assisting
with the conversion of CCM graduates to the new
Datatel System in 2001. She was the recipient of the
Vice President’s Second Question Excellence Award in
1996.

Shay’s service and enthusiasm also extend to her com-
munity. She has taught CCD and performs as a
Eucharistic minister for Our Lady of the Lake Catholic
Church.  She also belongs to the Lake Hopatcong and
Mt. Arlington Historical Societies. Shay and her husband
Fred will be celebrating their 40th anniversary this year.

Alumni Humanitarian Award:

Catherine Skiff  ’86 has been work-
ing as a staff nurse in the Level 3
NICU (Neonatal Intensive Care
Unit) at Morristown Memorial
Hospital for 24 years. This special
unit is designed for the care of
medically unstable or critically ill
newborns that require constant
nursing, complicated surgical pro-

cedures, respiratory support, or other specialized care.
The 26-bed unit features the most advanced equip-
ment available today. She previously worked as a staff
nurse on the hospital’s Medical Surgical Unit.

Skiff graduated from the Morristown School of
Practical Nursing in 1976.  She received an Associate
Degree in Nursing from CCM in 1986 and then
became certified in High Risk Neonatal Nursing in
1995.

She has won numerous Outstanding Contributor
awards for organizing and developing hospital-based
projects. In 2005, Skiff received Morristown Memorial
Hospital’s Ben Lobel Award for recognition in Nursing
Excellence, and was nominated for the NJ Governor’s
Merit Award in the Acute Care category. She has also
been the recipient of several PACT Level 4 awards and
ACE awards. Skiff has been instrumental in develop-
ing a wide range of projects for her unit and the hos-
pital, such as:  the Education Council Website, High
School Shadow Program, Parents’ CPR/SIDS Class,
NICU Emergency Cart Committee, and the
Storyboard Photo Project of NICU graduates.

Skiff’s involvement extends beyond the hospital.  She
participates in several 5K charity runs and has been a
blood donor since 1978. She is a volunteer on the NJ
State Recruitment and Retention Committee, the Pact
Committee, the MMH Education Council, and is a
Unit Educator of NICU.

Alumni Humanitarian Award:

Roberta Strater ’72 is a
true star in Morris County. She has
held the position of Executive
Director of the Housing Authority
of the County of Morris for 30
years, and concurrently holds the
title of Executive Director of the
Housing Authority of the Town of
Dover and the Morris County

Affordable Housing Corporation. The Housing
Authority is responsible for planning, development
and construction of housing in a safe, decent and san-
itary atmosphere for the elderly and families without
sufficient income. In addition, it operates a rental
assistance program for eligible families. Strater’s var-
ied responsibilities include administering a develop-
ment program that produced 424 units with total
development cost of over $20 million, managing a 59
unit low-income housing facility, maintaining a part-
nership with Morris Habitat for Humanity, and over-
seeing a $10 million annual budget. She has been
instrumental in developing the first Congregate Living
Facility for low-income frail elderly in Morris County,
the Peer Place complex in Denville, and the rehabili-
tation, construction and sale of affordable housing
units in Morris Township, Morristown and Randolph.

Strater received an Associate Degree in Computer
Science from CCM in 1972, and then a Bachelor
Degree in Sociology and Education from the College
of Saint Elizabeth.

Strater is a member of the Governor’s Housing Policy
Group and the National Association of Housing &
Rehabilitation Officials (NAHRO). She has been rec-
ognized with the NJ NAHRO Excellence Award, the
Morris County Fair Housing Council Outstanding
Community Service Award, and Outstanding
Alumnus EOF Award from CCM.

Strater is married with twin daughters and three
grandsons.  She enjoys spending time with her family
and traveling whenever possible.  



Time Out
The Winning Tradition Continues

By Jim Chegwidden 
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Castro Named First Team Soccer All-American

For the second straight season, the Women’s Soccer program had a player named to All-American status.  Cindy
Castro from Dover HS, scored eighteen goals in ten games for the 8-4 Lady Titans, and was named to the first
teams in the Region XIX, GSAC, and NJCAA All-American. She follows fellow high school teammate, sophomore
Tracy Gleckler, who garnered the honor last season as a second team All-American goalie. Castro’s feat was crum-
bled by a season-ending injury to her knee in a game versus Camden County College.

In her absence, the team struggled down the stretch and lost in the first round of the Division III Region XIX
Championships to Brookdale Community College by the score of 2-0. Head Coach David Scott (21-13 in three
seasons) saw his team jump out to a three-win start and then lost a close game to Brookdale early on 1-0. They
would then win five games straight before losing the final three games of the season, by a total of four goals com-
bined.

Coach Scott will need to find a few more players to fill the holes left by his graduating sophomores, but has a
strong nucleus coming back. The program will compete at the Division I level starting next fall. The jump will
allow the team to bring on scholarship players for the first time in the program’s history. Joining Castro on the
All-Region first team were teammates Alana Simpson, Tracy Gleckler, and Whitney Morgan. First Team All- GSAC
honors went to Chris Palek, Amanda Bacinsky, Lauren Seecamp, and Laura Cardona-Colon.  

First Playoff Win
in More Than
Twenty Years

The Women’s Basketball pro-
gram has won 30 games over
the past two years, posting a 17-
12 record this past season. The fresh-
men-dominated team also came away
with an upset win over the third-seeded Lackawanna
Junior College Falcons in the first round of the
Region XIX playoffs, winning with a second half surge
by nine points. It had been over twenty years since the
last playoff win!  Essex County College would even-
tually knock off the Lady Titans by thirteen points in
the semi-finals to end their season.

The program was struggling for years with number
problems and needed to rely on going back to schol-
arship status to lure potential athletes to play. Success
is built on stability, loyalty, work ethic, and stu-
dent/athletes coming back for their second season.
Tracy Gleckler, Norlene Ibahay, and Jamese Baker
all came back and played key roles in the team’s jump
into winning ways. These three captains led a group
of freshmen that added a championship attitude,
bringing the program to the next level of competition.

Bimpe Fageyinbo, who hailed from Parsipanny Hills
High School, led the team in scoring with a 17.5 aver-
age, and was followed by Crystal Clarke out of
Montclair High School, who chipped in with 10 a
game. Both came from strong high school programs
that won county and state championships. That kind
of winning mentality played a key role in this year’s
success. Fageyinbo would be named first team in
both the Region XIX and GSAC for her efforts.

Defense also played a major role in the great year the
team enjoyed, ranking number two in points given up
at 58.9 in the final region statistics. Recruiting efforts
will be made to secure more quality student/athletes
to compete for the elusive championship trophy.  

Nothing Short of Brilliant

Head Coach Roger Stephens did an outstanding coaching job this past fall, leading the Men’s Soccer team to
its first ever Region XIX Division III Championship, beating Union County College in the final game by the
score of 4-0 at Middlesex County College in Edison.  The Titans then lost the District IV game to Anne Arundel
County College from Maryland in overtime on penalty shots 6-5, for the runner-up trophy on the road.

Early in the pre-season, Stephens learned that a number of returning players had become academically ineligi-
ble for the year. He mixed and matched during the regular season to find a combination of defenders and
attackers. This was by far the most challenging coaching situation in his 15 years of college coaching. When
asked early on where he thought this team would finish, he would have taken the middle of the pack and hope-
fully qualify for the post season. Sometimes when you can put together a group of role players, who under-
stand the coach’s philosophy, you can create solid team chemistry.

The team posted a 12-4-1 season record and was ranked seventh in the final
NJCAA Division III polls. Leading the way offensively was former Morris
Catholic High School standout Rafael Martinez, who scored fourteen goals
and had seven assists for a total of thirty-five points. Martinez was named
Outstanding Offensive Player at the Region XIX Championship.
Sophomore captain, Brian Pekarek, finished the season with thirteen goals
and six assists and had two game winning goals during the year. For his out-
standing performance, Pekarek was named Second Team All-American, the
third such honor for a CCM player in the last five seasons. Holding down
the defensive duties were sophomore’s Javier Castaneda, Roberto Morales,
Armin Tandir, and freshman goalie Dan Trappe, who stopped 86 out of the
100 shots he faced.
Castaneda was
named Defensive
Player of the game
in the Region XIX
Championship.

Final season honors went to Martinez, Second Team in
both the Region XIX and GSAC; Tandir, Second Team
All-Region and First Team All-GSAC; and Trappe was
named Second Team All-Region.

Coach Stephens and assistant coach Aaron Balber both
will not live on the laurels of the fine season they had
this past fall. Recruiting should come a little easier now
that they have secured the first ever championship that
had eluded them in the past.  

Sport Shorts

C CM Men’s Ice Hockey came out strong with a 4-
0 start, but could not maintain consistency over the
long haul finishing the season with an overall 9-11-2
record.  Head Coach Ron Kiska (16-18-6 in two sea-
sons) saw sophomores Jimmy Lawson and Nick Perna
make the mid-season all-star game with Perna being
named All-MCHC at year’s end.  The team’s biggest
victory came, by the score of 9-6, over Suny-Albany
early in the spring semester.  They would finish in
sixth place in the Met League with a 9-5-2 record.

Women’s Tennis went 0-6 this past fall with a young
team led by sophomore number one single Loren
Klingler from Randolph.  Laura Goodkind, Erika
Maxon, Tina Xiao, Soraya Sabri, and Justyna
Biabloblocka gave their best performance against
Region XIX power Brookdale Community College
with Klinger winning at first singles and then teaming
up with Goodkind for the first doubles win.

Men’s Basketball saw first year coach Kevin Moore
struggle with little recruiting time guiding his team to
a 7-21 record.  Moore, who was hired in late summer,

is the third head coach in the history of the program.
Josh Lipsey and Mike DeRosa, both sophomores, led
the team offensively, while Tom Hawryluk and Pat
McGrady tried to hold down much bigger opponents.
After the fall semester, the team lost a number of key
players to academics, including freshmen center
Reggie Jones who was leading the nation in scoring at
32 points a game after ten games.  Next season should
prove different when the head coach, with a year
under his belt and a year of recruiting, has the chance
to get more quality players into the program.  
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Second Team, All-American, Brian Pekarek avoids a
Camden player slide tackle.
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#7, Rafael Martinez, battles with two
Camden players in the semi-final
game of the Region XIX tournament.
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Mid-fielder, Laura Cardona-Colon, looks to pass the ball up
the field furing a recent victory for the Titans.
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1970

Mary Jane (Campo) Canose graduated
from the first class at CCM with an A.A.S.
degree in Office Systems Technology. Her
brother, Cliff Campo, is also a CCM grad-
uate from that year. Mary Jane was the
Editor of the first edition of the CCM
Alumni Advocate newsletter published in
February 1976 and Cliff was the staff
photographer. She continued her educa-
tion at Kean College where she received a
B.A. in Sociology in 1990. Mary Jane was
the Business Administrator in Harding
Township until 2005 when she was hired
by the Chester Board of Education with
the same job title. She has also been a fit-
ness instructor for 27 years. 

1975

Jaime A. Ananko received an A.A.S.
degree in Nursing from CCM. In February
2006, she achieved her goal of obtaining
a Bachelor’s degree in Electrical
Engineering from the Rochester Institute
of Technology. She is a Senior Broadcast
Engineer AM/FM/TV for Technical
Services. She is also certified by the
Society of Broadcast Engineers CSRBTE
(Certified Senior Radio Broadcast
Television Engineer).

Robert J. Magill earned an A.A. degree in
Humanities/Social Science and went on
to receive a Bachelor’s degree from
Colorado State University. He recently
retired from Hewlett Packard, where he
worked for twenty-six years as a Manager
in the IT Global Service Delivery area. He
is looking forward to pursuing other
interests. Along with his wife, Nancy, and
their children, Courtney and Sean, the
Magill family enjoys an annual two-week
vacation in Martha’s Vineyard.

1978

Sandra L. Giordano was awarded an
A.A.S. degree from CCM in Business
Management. She previously attended
Webber International University in
Florida. As the owner of Woodside
Marketing Services, she handles displays,
audits, and trade shows. Her experience
includes marketing for clients such as
Best Buy and Linens & Things. She also
represents a major dog food company for
Pet Smart accounts. She has resided in
Arizona for the last six years and enjoys
the beautiful weather and foliage.

Robert K. Scheussler received an A.S.
degree in Business Administration from
CCM and went on to earn a B.S. degree in
Accounting from Virginia Tech in 1980.
During his career, he has worked for pub-
lic and private companies in Virginia,
New York City, New Jersey and Chicago.
In January 2005, he moved to Honolulu,
Hawaii where he is the Controller for the
First Insurance Company of Hawaii,
which has over 300 employees and writes
more than $200 million in premiums.
While he works long hours, he enjoys
driving to his office along the Pacific
Ocean with a view of Diamond Head
Mountain, which he says sure beats rid-
ing along Route 10! Add to that, weather
in the 80’s and 90’s year round, and he
believes he has found the best state yet in
which to live and work.

1979

Edward G. Messler
graduated from CCM
with an A.A.S. degree
in Chemical Tech-
nology and then re-
ceived his B.S. in Busi-
ness Administration
from California Coast
University in 1999.

He has been a failure analyst for Unisys
Corporation for 23 years starting in
Pennsylvania, then California, and for
the last 12 years in Minnesota.  He holds
the title of Principal Engineer. Edward
has published a paper in Microscopy and
Analysis and was a co-applicant for a
patent. He has been married to Donna
for 28 years and they have one son,
Gregory. In his spare time, he manages to
play 55 to 60 rounds of golf every year.

1980

Gary J. Egan earned an A.A. degree in
Business Administration from CCM.  In
1982, he received a B.S.B.A. in Finance
from Georgetown University, and in
1996 he received his MBA from George
Washington University. He was the Chief
Operating Officer at the Mariner’s
Museum in Southern Virginia for eight
years. In July 2005, Gary moved to
Phoenix, Arizona to take the position as
Deputy Director of Finance and
Administration at the Phoenix Art
Museum. He is involved in the ongoing
$30 million building expansion that will
include the opening of a new wing.

1984

William G. Hoffman received an A.A.S. in
Mechanical Engineering Technology from
CCM. He is currently employed at Lucent
Technologies as a Global Supply Manager.

1985

Sandra J. Berg graduated from CCM
with an A.A. degree in Business
Administration. She is a Senior Account
Executive with Bollinger Insurance. She
earned her Insurance license in 1990, a
Certified Insurance Service
Representative (CISR) designation in
1991, and in 2003, received a Certified
Insurance Counselor (CIC) designation.

Margaret A. Verrinder earned an A.A.S. in
Nursing and spent her career in the areas
of juvenile addictions and developmental
disabilities. She is now retired and lives in
Florida and has marked her two-year
anniversary of surviving breast cancer. She
recalls her time at CCM as very enjoyable.

1986

Barbara Reid holds an A.S. degree in
Business Administration from CCM. She
is the Director of Finance at ITM.

1987

Michael F. Dettling graduated from CCM
with an A.A.S. degree in Mechanical
Engineering Technology. His career in
process engineering started with Johnson
& Johnson in 1988, before moving on to
Honeywell in 1994 (where he was a

member of the CCM Alumni Club), and
then Geometric Machine and Design in
1999. He moved to Maine when he took
a job with Dearborn Precision in 2002
and then switched employers to Pekoma
Inc. in 2004. He was hired by Cloeren
Incorporated in 2006 to his current posi-
tion as Product Manager, Coating Dies.
Michael recently worked on a project in
Korea and also travels frequently to New
Jersey, where he likes to include a stop to
visit CCM and the wonderful professors
who helped him “start right.”

Jill Scialla received her A.S. degree in
Business Administration from CCM.  She
is the Office Manager for Pro-Pac
Services, Inc., which she owns along with
her husband. She would like to return to
school some day to earn a Bachelors
degree.

1989

Maureen T. Stivala earned an A.A.S.
degree from CCM in Business
Management. She worked in the Records
and Registration Department at CCM for
many years. Currently, Maureen is
employed by the Somerset County
Vocational and Technical High School as
an Office Occupations Instructor.

1991

Michael J. Bell graduated from CCM
with an A.A. degree in Journalism. He is
employed by Pearson Education, the
global leader in integrated education
publishing, as a Project Manager.

1992

Bruce L. Baird earned
an A.S. degree in
Biology from CCM, a
B.S. from the College
of New Jersey, and an
M.D. from the Un-
iversity of Medicine
and Dentistry of New
Jersey. He is an

Orthopedic Surgeon at North Country
Orthopedic Surgery in Watertown, New
York. He and his wife, Dr. Theresa Soltz,
have one child, William, and one on the
way this summer. He remembers CCM
fondly and was featured in the 1999 “I
Started Right” billboard campaign.

Richard J. Haviland received an A.A.S.
degree in Hospitality Management from
CCM. He continued his education at
Widener University and received a
Bachelor’s degree in Hospitality Admin-
istration. He is currently employed by
Marriott International as the General
Manager of the 149-room Courtyard by
Marriott in Whippany, New Jersey.

1993

Mary Beth Stoddard, who was awarded
an A.A.S. degree in Photography Tech-
nology, graduated from Florida Atlantic
University with a Bachelors and a
Master’s degree. She is a geologist for URS
Corporation, which is one of the largest
engineering design firms worldwide and
a leading U.S. federal government con-
tractor.

1994

Michael J. Leno graduated from CCM
with an A.S. degree in Business
Administration and then from UNC
Charlotte with a B.S/B.A. in Finance. He is
a Senior Financial Advisor in his own
franchise branch of Ameriprise Financial
Services, which is a spin-off from AEFA
(American Express Financial Advisors)
where he worked for six years until 2004.
Along with his many certifications, he
also serves as a trustee for the FCSA
Children’s and Disabled American’s Fund.

Angela B. Villabon received an A.A.
degree in Humanities/Social Science from
CCM.  She is an EMS with the University
of Medicine and Dentistry of New Jersey
Hospital Emergency Services. She is
enjoying her new golden retriever puppy.

1997

Tanya Marshalian-Palandjian earned an
A.A. degree in Humanities/Social Science
from CCM and a B.A. degree in
Elementary K-8 Education from West
Chester University. She began her career
in the Parsippany school district, and
later taught in Morristown. For the past
two years she has been a teacher at
Assumption School in New Castle,
Delaware. Tanya and her new husband,
Robert, recently honeymooned in Aruba.

Karen Palestini graduated from CCM
with an A.S. degree in Criminal Justice.
She is a Senior Probation Officer with the
Passaic County Probation Office.

Lawrence W. Stewart earned an A.A.S.
degree in Microcomputer Technical
Support from CCM. He is employed as
an IT Manager for National Label, Inc. He
started his own website design business
called SCS Technology Consultants. In
2003, Lawrence joined the Borough of
Hopatcong website project team and
designed interactive website forms for
Test Track Research. He attributes his suc-
cess in life to the expert guidance and
counseling he received at CCM.

1998

Danielle M. Thoresen received an A.S. in
Business Administration from CCM and
continued her education at Montclair
State University, receiving a B.S. in
Accounting and Finance in 2001. She is a
Q&A Specialist at First MCO (First
Managed Care Option).

1999

Theresa L. Amerman was awarded an
A.A. degree in Humanities/Social Science
from CCM. She is employed by Pfizer
Inc. as a Senior Administrative Assistant.

Maria (Maldonado) Palacio holds an
A.S./A.A.S. dual degree in Biology and
Medical Laboratory Technology from
CCM. She received a B.S. degree in
Biology from the College of St. Elizabeth
in 2002. Maria has been accepted into the
PhD program at University of Medicine
and Dentistry of New Jersey. She has
completed all her class requirements,
passed the qualifier exam, and is current-
ly working on her thesis. Maria has also

been awarded scholarships from the
Sloan Foundation and the National
Institutes of Health (NIH).

Alison B. Solomon graduated from CCM
with an. A. A.S. degree in Graphic Design,
followed by a B.A. degree from the
School of Visual Arts in 2001. She is a
Junior Designer and does freelance work
for VH1, where she recently helped
design the 2005 Hip Hop Honors Book.
She credits the education she received at
CCM with giving her the the confidence
she needed to be successful.

2000

Carrie Guindon received A.S. degree in
Biology from CCM.  She is employed by
Pfizer, Inc. as a Senior Assistant Chemist.

Michelle L. Olenick earned an A.A.
degree in Human Services from CCM.
She went on to earn a B.A. in Psychology
from Montclair State University. In 2005,
she graduated from Widener University
School of Law. She is employed by
Gruber, Colabella, Liuzza, Kutyla, and
Ullmann. As an Associate Attorney, she
practices in the areas of family law, real
estate, general litigation, municipal court,
and wills.

2002

Ome G. Naebzadeh graduated from
CCM with an A.A.S. in Business
Programming. She is a Cash Application
Specialist III at the Fairfax Northern
Virginia Hematology/Oncology practice,
which is a member of US Oncology, the
nation’s leading healthcare services net-
work dedicated exclusively to cancer
treatment and research. Ome and her
husband have a beautiful four-year old
daughter, Sabrina.

2003

Petronella Nortje received an A.S. degree
in Business Administration.  At CCM, she
was very involved in campus life pro-
grams. As a result of her leadership, aca-
demic excellence and dedication, she was
a recipient of the George Dragonetti
Distinguished Leader Award, the Dr.
Sherman H. Masten Scholar/Leader
Award, and the Douglas A. Patton Student
Life Scholarship Award.  She is a Project
Costing Analyst at Ernst & Young LLP.

Cheryl (Horvath) Provence earned an
A.A. degree in Humanities/Social Science
from CCM and then received a B.A.
degree, summa cum laude, in
English/Education from Centenary
College. She is currently an eighth grade
English teacher at Eisenhower Middle
School in Roxbury, N.J.

2004

Robert Schlotzhauer graduated from
CCM with an A.S. degree in Business
Administration. He is the Director of
Public Relations and Communications at
RMB Communications, a small firm spe-
cializing in start-up companies. He is also
a piano instructor and a realtor associate.

2005

Melissa Riker received an A.S. in Business
Administration from CCM.  She has
worked at STORIS Management Systems,
a computer software company, for five
years. She was promoted in 2005 to her
current position of Production
Scheduling Manager. Melissa attends
business seminars and computer software
classes to keep up with current trends
related to her job. Melissa enjoys kick
boxing, writing, boating, and traveling.

What’s New With CCM Graduates
by Barbara Capsouras

The following class notes information was obtained from returned Alumni Update forms.  Graduates who completed work for their
CCM degrees in December are officially recorded and listed under January of the following year.

Class of 1994 & 1997

John “Jack” Gibian, Jr.
CRT, Computer Aided Drafting Tech.
A.A.S., Manufacturing Engineering Tech.

In Memoriam

Harold B. Donnelly IV ’00 was awarded an A.S. degree in
Business Administration from CCM. He went on to Richard
Stockton College where he received a B.A. in Marketing in
2002, and an M.B.A. in 2005, in addition to earning the
Award for Program Distinction. He started his MBA program
with a capstone course that he finished in first place and
went on to complete 33 credits in 17 months. He did this
while working full time and dealing with a mother undergo-
ing surgery and chemo for cancer, who recovered just in time
for his graduation.

He is the only family member to graduate with a college degree since World War I.
Harold began working while still in high school for Rowe and Company Inc. in
warehouse personnel. In 2001, he was hired to his current position as a VIP
Marketing Specialist working with high-end gamers at Resorts Hotel and Casino in
Atlantic City.  He is a strong believer in CCM and returns to his high school occa-
sionally to speak to the marketing classes to share his beliefs in the financial and
educational benefits of a community college.

Edwin L. Santana ’89
obtained an A.A. degree in
Humanities/Art from
CCM. He is a 10-year veter-
an of the Morris County
Sheriff’s Office Bureau of
Corrections where he
holds the title of Corporal.
He is a co-founder of the
Morris County Gang
Intelligence Unit and the

“G-STEP” (Gang Suppression Through Educational Programs). Edwin is a graduate
of the Passaic County Police Academy and is Method of Instruction (MOI) certified.
His expertise has resulted in speaking engagements that have reached approximate-
ly 10,000 civic and law enforcement personnel, and interviews for several newspa-
per articles. Edwin is the Secretary and co-founding Executive Board Member for the
New Jersey Gang Investigator’s Association and Newsletter Editor for the
International Latino Gang Investigator’s Association.
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AlumniUpdate
In order to keep our records up-to-date, we’d like to know where you are and what
you are doing.  We’d appreciate it if you would take a minute to fill out this form,
include a photo if possible, and mail it to:   The CCM Alumni Association, HH 114

County College of Morris
214 Center Grove Road
Randolph, NJ 07869-2086

Date:                         Social Security #:

Name:
Last  Maiden  First  MI

Street Address:

City:  State:  Zip:

Home Phone: Business Phone:

Email address:

Year Graduated: Major/Degree:

Are you receiving the Alumni Advocate at this address?

Current Employer and Job Title:

Additional College(s): Year of graduation, degree, major

Please give us an update on recent accomplishments (for possible inclusion in the Alumni Advocate).

Or submit electronically,
on-line, at www.ccm.edu Scholarships Benefit Careers in

Nursing, Music, Radiology, Art,
Business, Graphic Design
By Barbara Capsouras

Thanks to the generosity of our alumni, the
endowed Alumni Scholarship fund continues to
grow. Each year, applications are received and
reviewed by the Alumni Scholarship Committee.
While scholarship candidates must be children
or grandchildren of alumni, applications some-

times reflect that multiple family members have
graduated from CCM.  What a wonderful legacy to have

the CCM tradition carried on through a line of relatives.

This year we had a record number of awards given to alumni returning to take
more classes.  One student decided to switch her career from nursing to radiolo-
gy, two students returned after many years in business to get a second degree in
nursing, and another student wanted to take additional courses at her backyard
college before pursuing a bachelor’s degree at a much further distance.  Returning
graduates are faced with many expenses, especially textbooks, and greatly appre-
ciate the opportunity to apply for a scholarship that can assist part-time students.

A total of ten alumni scholarships were awarded for Fall 2005 and Spring 2006 to
the following students:  Stacey Amelio, Ashley Aun, Kayleigh Felmley, Theresa
Korovich, Christina Kozlowski, Patricia McGrath, Kate Pritchard, Victoria Sikora,
Matthew Sisco, and Mary Squier.

Applications and information are available on the CCM website, www.ccm.edu,
in the Alumni section.  �

CCM Targets Needs of 
Adult Students
By Mary Ann Kiczek

The face of the CCM student body is gradually changing to reflect a grow-
ing number of adult students. These students may attend CCM with a focus on
changing careers, augmenting their existing education, or signing up for con-
tinuing education and job retraining programs. For many adult students, fitting
education into their already hectic lives is challenging.  In response, CCM is
offering more flexible course selections and schedules.

“CCM has always done a good job meeting the needs of the traditional stu-
dent,” says Dom Latorraca, Vice President of Academic Affairs, “but our focus is
expanding to include non-traditional students who may be changing careers.”
(See sidebar on Elaine Stevenson.)

Earlier this year, to assess the needs of older students and plan for the future,
school officials conducted a survey of students over the age of 24. Although the
results are still being compiled, the college is proud of the steps it has already
taken to meet the needs of its adult students. 

Last year, the college offered 76 online courses, 45 hybrid courses combining
online and traditional classroom settings, and a selection of courses that can be
completed in eight-week blocks, rather than the traditional 16-week semester.
In 2004, CCM expanded the Morristown campus, which is located in the Hyatt
Morristown Hotel and serves business and adult students. The facility realized
a 27 percent increase in enrollment the following year.

Future plans to attract adult students include partnering with the Morris
County School of Technology on allied health courses, and introducing
a weekend nursing program. (See story starting on page 1.) While the col-
lege offers an alternative route program for those considering teaching as
a second career, college officials plan to also expand the selection of con-
tinuing education courses for teachers and childcare workers.

CCM also hopes to attract more non-traditional students by offering
niche courses – like those in its new cooking school – that are geared
towards passions and hobbies. Plans are also underway to introduce
more junior high and high school students to CCM through summer
courses and camps.  

Elaine Stevenson 
Discovers New Career at CCM
By Mary Ann Kiczek

L ast spring, when Elaine
Stevenson’s job was eliminated due to a
corporate acquisition, she decided not
to look for another position in the
financial services industry where she had
worked for 27 years, most recently as a
senior vice president. Instead, Stevenson
decided it was time for a new beginning.

In August, after taking the summer off,
Stevenson found herself outside the
CCM admissions office. Stevenson
holds a B.S. degree in Business
Administration from Montclair State,
but she was considering the possibility
of a new career. At CCM, a  chance
encounter with Judith Ulmer opened

the door to future opportunities. 

“Judith lightheartedly asked if I needed help
figuring out what I wanted to be when I grew

up. We talked a bit and I told her that
I loved food, wine, and entertaining.

She suggested that I take a few
courses in the Hospitality
Management Program, and I
loved it from the start.”

Stevenson, who admitted
that she was somewhat nerv-
ous about returning to the
classroom as an older student,
was relieved to find a welcom-

ing attitude among her
younger classmates. She also spoke

highly of the professors and adminis-
trators she has met, singling out Professor

Edward Pomianoski, “as a gem with a wealth of experience and someone who
cares a great deal about his students.” Pomianoski encouraged Stevenson to earn
a series of National Restaurant Association certifications available at CCM.
“Earning these certifications can help me break into the field,” she says.

Although Stevenson still is uncertain about her future plans, the program has
helped her narrow her choices. “As you gain experience, you learn what you don’t
want to do and sometimes that’s just as important as knowing what you want to
do.” Whatever the future holds, Stevenson is confident that her CCM experience
will prove to be a great foundation on which to begin her second career.  



RESORTS CASINO
Saturday, June 17, 2006

Leave CCM Health Phys/Ed Building - 10:00 a.m.

Leave Atlantic City - 6:45 p.m.

Price includes round trip transportation by bus and coin package.

Tickets:   $18 Alumni        $20 Guests

(Must be a CCM alumnus(a) to order tickets.  Tickets must  be used by the CCM
alumnus(a) purchaser and his/her guests.)

Mail order form below with check payable to
CCM.  Be sure to include the last four digits

of your S.S.# or a Student ID#.
Tickets will be sent out in the order

requests are received. 
Order early; limited seating

available.

For more information
call (973) 328-5059.

CampusEvents

Nonprofit Organization
U.S. Postage

PAID
Permit No. 263

Dover, NJ 07801214 Center Grove Road
Randolph, NJ 07869-2086

A D D R E S S  S E R V I C E  R E Q U E S T E D

Notice to parents of Alumni
If you are receiving the Alumni Advocate and would like it sent directly to your

child, send us your child’s new address.  Thank you.

Alumni Information:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (973) 328-5059

General Information on Events (Campus Life):  . . (973) 328-5225

Athletics/Sports Camps:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (973) 328-5253

Planetarium:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (973) 328-5076

Special Events:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (973) 328-5054

College for Kids & Teens: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (973) 328-5070

Resorts Casino
SATURDAY, JUNE 17, 2006

Name:_______________________________________  No. of Tickets:_______

Address:___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

Amount Check Enclosed: $__________________

Phone #:___________________ Student ID or Last 4 digits of S.S.#:__________

Make check payable to CCM and mail to:
Alumni Director, HH114, County College of Morris
214 Center Grove Rd., Randolph, NJ  07869-2086
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CCM Commencement
Ceremonies

Thursday, May 25 — 7 pm

Planetarium

Tour of the Planets
June 10 — 1 pm; 3 pm

Space Extreme!
July 8 — 1 pm; 3 pm

Shapes in the Sky 16
August 12 — 11 am;1 pm; 3 pm

Longer Nights, Brighter Stars
September 9 — 1 pm; 3 pm

CCM Titans Sports Camps
(ages 7-18)

For info. and link to brochure:
www.ccm.edu/athletics/camps.shtml

Boy’s Basketball (Grades 2-10)
July 10-14, or July 24-28;  9 am–3 pm

Girl’s Softball (Grades 2-12)
July 10–14, or July 31–Aug. 4; 9 am–3 pm

Girl’s Basketball (Grades 2-10)
July 17–21;  9 am–3 pm

Girls Basketball Offensive and
Conditioning (Grades 6 – 12)
August 7–11;  6:30 pm–8:30 pm

Boy’s Soccer (Grades 1-8)
July 17–21, or Aug. 7–11;  9 pm – 3 pm

Boy’s Baseball (Grades 2-10)
July 24–28, or July 31–Aug. 4;  9 pm–3 pm

Girl’s Soccer (Grades 10-12)
July 31-Aug. 4, or Aug. 7–11;
5:30 pm – 8:30 pm

College for Kids & Teens
(ages 9-18)

For info. and link to brochure:
www.ccm.edu/ccp/conted/kidsteens.shtml

Courses include TV Production, Art,
Computers, Academics, Sports, Science
and Music

• July 10 – August 4
• Morning and Afternoon Sessions 
• Supervised Lunch
• NEW!  Before and After care

The Spring 2006 semester included certified courses in Intravenous Therapy,
Understanding and Recognizing Mild Traumatic Brain Injury, Nursing Care and
the ABC’s of Open Heart Surgery, and more. To learn more about courses being
offered in Fall 2006, contact Professor Jurado at 973-328-5346 or Linda Lower at
973-328-5182.

Technology advances learning

The CCM Nursing pro-
gram prides itself on its
use of state-of-the-art
technology. For more
than five years, CCM
nursing students have
had the opportunity to
care for Morris, a
human patient simula-
tor (HPS). Morris may
look like a lifeless man-
nequin, but he’s no
dummy. He blinks,
speaks and breathes,
has a heartbeat and a
pulse, and accurately
mirrors human re
sponses to procedures
such as CPR, intra-

venous medication, intubation, ventilation, and catheterization.

The nursing instructor can program Morris to deliver true-to-life scenarios that
change swiftly. More recently, the school acquired an emergency care simulator
(ECS) that is portable, making it possible to practice life-saving skills in any envi-
ronment.

In another sign of the times, CCM nursing students now take all exams online.
Since students are required to complete their state board exams online, taking
exams online helps them become more comfortable with this examination process.

In reflecting on recent enhancements to the Nursing program, Cunningham con-
cluded, “The CCM nursing program continues to do very well. We have many qual-
ified applicants, and we are proud to say that our program has consistently main-
tained NCLEX-RN passing rates of above 90%, which exceeds the state average.”  

Nursing Program Continued from page 2

The Human Patient Simulator (HMS) offers an innovative
teaching strategy that provides CCM nursing students with
"hands-on" training. This lifelike mannequin can quickly be
configured to replicate any type and severity of illness in
patients.


