
“We’ve had a wonderful year,” said Professor Bon-
nie Murphy about the 40th Anniversary celebration 
of County College of Morris . Professor Murphy, who 
chairs the Anniversary Committee, has worked with a 
dedicated team of 15 in planning and implementing 
a year-long celebration to mark this important mile-
stone in the College’s history . 
CCM’s 40th Anniversary theme, 
Connecting Learning and Life, 
provided the foundation for the 
celebration’s 40 planned events 
– one for each year of the Col-
lege’s existence .

Soft Parade scores a hit

There was a high level of nos-
talgia in the air on Friday, Oc-
tober 3, when The Soft Parade 
performed a sold-out concert 
in the Dragonetti Auditorium . 
The Soft Parade is a premier Doors Tribute band that 
has attained international recognition for recreat-
ing the atmosphere and sound of a legendary Doors’ 

concert . Adding to the excitement was CCM’s own Joe 
Billotti, a 1988 graduate and current faculty member, 
who plays a vintage guitar in this band . Joining the 

many fans of the band were CCM alumni and guests, 
as well as many of Billotti’s students who could be 
heard shouting his name .

Diverse lecture series  
offers something for everyone

From October through December 2009, the Anniver-
sary committee hosted a series of four lectures that 
proved to be popular . Topics included a retrospective 

view of the 1960s, a look at fashion through-
out history, and 40 years that changed film, 
music, and entertainment .  The final 2008 
lecture, in which Peter V . Mancuso reviewed 
market events and compared them to simi-
lar periods in the country’s financial history, 
proved to be particularly timely in light of 
the economic downturn .

The series continued in 2009 with lectures on 
the back roads of Morris County, a chronicle 
of major New Jersey legislature, and a look at 
the legacy of Rosie the Riveter .
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CCM’s Anniversary year Celebration Comes to a Close 
40 Events Commemorate 40 years
By Mary Ann Kiczek

Alumni Association Inducts Four to Hall of Fame
By Barbara Capsouras

The County College of Morris Foundation, along with the CCM Alumni 
Association, inaugurated its annual Alumni Awards in 2003 .  Since then, 
more than 50 outstanding graduates have been added to the Alumni Hall 
of Fame . As the College celebrates its 40th Anniversary, it is fitting that two 
awardees are among the first students who entered CCM’s doors in 1968 .

The Alumni Award Recognition Program acknowledges graduates who 
meet specific criteria, including outstanding personal achievement, dedica-
tion to serving the public good, service to a segment of the college, and for 
exceptional professional achievement, the Alumnus/a of the Year Award .

For the 40th Anniversary celebration, three special awards were presented .  
W . Thomas Margetts was honored as Distinguished Trustee; Professor Rob-
ert Gebhardt was named Distinguished Faculty Member, and our Distin-
guished Donors were Walter and Carol McDonald .

The Alumni Association Hall of Fame salutes this seventh class of distin-
guished inductees . Their achievements, service and dedication to their pro-
fessional lives, to the college and to the community are a source of pride to 
CCM . Congratulations to our 2009 winners .

Barbara Capsouras, Dr. Edward E. Boas, Jr., Eileeen G. Paragano, Dr. Patricia M. Hurley,  
Dr. Edward yaw, and Joseph Vitale

Continued on page 2 . . .

Continued on page 7 . . .



Jersey Boys hits the mark

CCM alumni, students, and guests filled two buses for a trip to New York City to see the hit musical Jersey Boys, the 
story of Frankie Valli and the Four Seasons . Among the Broadway bound was an alumnus who shared that he had seen 
The Four Seasons perform live at CCM . The feedback on the trip was exceptional . 
“A great congratulations on a wonderful anniversary celebration for the alumni of 
CCM . Thank you so much for making it an unforgettable evening,” wrote Clara Wol-
ford from the Class of 1991 . Susan Cullen, who was pleased to make her way off the 
waiting list and onto the bus, wrote to say that “Everything was perfect . Comfortable 
bus with movies and cookies, plenty of time, and most of all, a great show!”

Festival brings together people and the arts

On February 27, the Dragonetti Auditorium was the setting for a Festival of the Arts 
sponsored by the College’s Performing and Visual Arts departments, and performed 
by faculty from these disciplines . The event, which offered a reflection on four de-
cades of CCM’s fine arts excellence, featured a gallery art show, a showcase concert 
with classical and contemporary music, along with dance and dramatic presenta-
tions . Following the performances, current and retired faculty joined with alumni 
and current students at a reception in their honor .

Billboard personalities enjoy reception and Hair

For roughly half of CCM’s existence, the “I Started Right” campaign was a common sight on 
billboards in the Morris County area . In all, 110 CCM alumni were featured in the “I Started 
Right” campaign and its several spin-offs . On October 30, many of them came together at a 
reception in the Student Center, amid replications of their billboards, to celebrate the College’s 
anniversary and their own personal achievements . At the conclusion of the reception, each bill-
board personality was escorted down the red carpet to a video interview . They then continued 
the celebration in the Dragonetti Auditorium to watch the Performing Arts production of the 
iconic 60’s musical, Hair .

Rounding out the spring events are the Spring musical Cinderella and drama Never the Sinner, 
the Foundation Scholarship Gala, a 5K run/walk, and dance showcase . A special alumni/retiree 
reception and Spring Music Concert on May 8 will end the year-long celebration festivities .

Chairperson Murphy sends sincere thanks to our guests for making the commemorative activities 
successful, to the presenters and performers for their expertise and professionalism, and to the 
committee members and subcommittees for making CCM’s 40th Anniversary a year to remember 
indeed .  “It’s been a privilege, a pleasure, and a lot of fun working with everyone,” said Murphy .

To view photos and video interviews with alumni, visit the CCM website (www .ccm .edu) and 
click on the 40th Anniversary icon .  
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Wow! What a whirlwind of activi-
ties have taken place for the 40th An-
niversary of County College of Morris! 
I hope that you have been able to par-
ticipate in some of 
them! From the 
Doors’ tribute 

concert by the Soft Parade, the Perform-
ing Arts productions of “Hair” and 
“Cinderella,” the “I Started Right” Re-
ception, the Festival of the Arts, the 
amazing and relevant lectures, the 5K 
Walk/Run, to the Alumni Reunion, the ac-
tivities have been going strong . The popular 
anniversary bus trip to Broadway’s “Jersey Boys” 
caused a furor of requests that was unprecedented . The fact 
that The Four Seasons had actually appeared at CCM in the 
70’s may have fueled the fury . Don’t miss the chance to see 
the video interviews from graduates, faculty and administra-
tion who were here at the beginning . Visit the CCM website 
at this link: archive .ccm .edu/CCM_40th and click on “The 
Memories” .

With the state of the economy these days, 
many people are in need 

of career advice and 
services . If you have 
been personally af-
fected, don’t forget 

that CCM can help . 
Our Career Services 
Department has many 

programs and services 

of which you can take advantage, including job listings, career 
newsletters and research tools, Internet resources and the use 
of Optimal  Resume and Optimal Interview . You also have 
access to the Counseling Services Department whose career 
counseling program can guide you through a self-assessment 
plan, and help you research career options and make career 

decisions .  (See page 6 for more information .)

We are trying something different this year . The bus trip 
we normally run in June has been scheduled for July 
instead . With the busy schedules we seem to be run-
ning into the last few years, we hope that this change 
will allow more alumni to take 

advantage of this fun activity . 
We are keeping it simple and 

will board a charter bus to Little 
Italy in New York City .  (See infor-
mation and details on page 8 .) You 
will then be on your own to have 
dinner at one of the many out-
standing restaurants, stroll along the 
cobblestoned streets, pick out cheeses 
and other imported foods at the vari-
ous shops, visit nearby Chinatown, 
tour the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame An-
nex in SoHo or stop by world-famous 
Ferrara’s for a delectable dessert .  Join us for a 
visit to this famous New York City neighborhood!  

Barbara Capsouras ‘82 
Alumni Director 
bcapsouras@ccm .edu

40th Events   Continued from page 1

Above, billboard personalities pose with 
their billboards; top, Gina Serafin ‘91; left, 
John Kehmna ‘85; right, JoAnn young ‘75

Below, stars of CCM’s production of “HAIR”.
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E veryone makes friends at CCM, but developing a 
long-term business partnership is less common . Chris 
Vaglio and Mark Serao are the exception . What started 
as a friendship between the two students who met at 
CCM developed into Grey Sky Films, 
a full-service production company 
they founded in 2001 .

Vaglio and Serao continued their 
education in the Film Studies De-
partment at William Paterson Uni-
versity in New Jersey, and following 
their graduation, spent a year or two 
playing in bands and tracking down 
jobs in film . That all changed in 1999 
when Serao approach Vaglio with the 
idea of starting a music video com-
pany . “It was a natural,” Serao com-
mented . “We knew a lot of bands and 
labels, and with the advances in digi-
tal technology, guys like us who were 
just starting out could afford decent 
camera equipment .”

Focusing on  
business-to-business market

After working 
with both inde-
pendent and ma-
jor labels for a 
short time, Vaglio 
and Serao ven-
tured into pro-
motional video 
production . “We 
made the con-
scious decision 
to start focus-
ing more of our 
day-to-day efforts 
on helping busi-
nesses grow and 
prosper,” Vaglio explained . Today, 
Grey Sky Films, which is located in 
New Jersey’s Rockaway Borough, is a 
full-service production company that 
delivers exceptional, world-class film 
and video production, along with in-
tegrated marketing solutions for a full range of busi-
ness and commercial projects .

Grey Sky Films’ award-winning team handles writing, 
production, editing and distribution from concept 
through delivery . In terms of production services, the 
company does it all – from local spots to video news 
releases, infomercials, B-roll, and industrial and cor-
porate film . “Impact Now!”,  one of the company’s key 
products, is a series of short, two to three minute cus-
tom videos designed to enhance a company’s brand, 
help it connect with its clients, and increase its sales 
opportunities . Companies can use the video series on-
line, posting it on a website or on one of the many 
popular social networking sites .

“The success that we have been experiencing with our 
new Impact Now! Video Series has been incredible,” 
said Vaglio . “Our clients have quickly realized how ef-
fective video is from a marketing perspective—  espe-
cially during a tough economy that makes it difficult to 
connect with customers via traditional advertising .”

Grey Sky Films boasts an impressive list of local clients 
including the NJ Chapter of the Make a Wish Founda-
tion, HARMS software, and Parisi Speed School . They 
have also done projects for national retailers, such as Best 
Buy, Iceberg Vodka, WalMart, and Columbia Records .

Making it in 
today’s market

When it comes to running Grey Sky Films, Vaglio and 
Serao share the technical, business, and operational 
responsibilities, and oversee a staff that includes a full-
time editor and a fulltime sales and marketing direc-
tor . In identifying the skills that make them successful, 
both agreed that while you obviously need to have the 
requisite skills and talents, you need to be adaptable 
and resourceful and be willing to continue to learn .

While Grey Sky Films is facing the same business 
climate challenges as others, Vaglio and Serao 
stress the importance of marketing and staying 
in contact with current customers . “Now more 
than ever, businesses need to market themselves, 
and we’re here to help 
them get through 
the current down-
turn,” Vaglio 
commented .

Achieving the dream

Every independent filmmaker dreams of making a 
movie, and last year, Vaglio and Serao filled that aspi-
ration with “What’s Your Problem?”, a comedy/action 
short film . The film, which was written along with Matt 

Horutz, is set against the backdrop of 
a suburban New Jersey town . It tells 
the story of a struggling, self-started 
private detective agency and its un-

orthodox methods of 
investigation . “What’s 
Your Problem?” has 
been accepted into 
several national film 
festivals . For more in-
formation, see www .
whatsyourproblemthe 
movie .com, “This was 
a tremendous personal 
achievement for us as 
it’s something we’ve 
been wanting to do 
for some time now . We 
brought in a fantastic 
cast and crew, funded 
the project through in-

vestors and personal savings and it’s 
been a terrific experience . ”

Remembering  
where it all started

Both Vaglio and Serao are grateful for 
the role CCM has played in their ca-
reers . “For me CCM provided a great 
foundation . The classes I took in 
television, broadcasting, and photog-
raphy gave me an opportunity to ex-
plore career choices . It was a great ex-
perience and I met Chris,” Serao said . 

Vaglio had a 
similar expe-
rience, add-
ing, “Based 
on some high 
school media 
experience, I 
was drawn to 
CCM when I 
saw the col-

lege had similar offerings . It worked and I was hooked . 
CCM helped me solidify that this is what I wanted to 
do . And without CCM, I would not have gone to Wil-
liam Paterson University .”

In closing, Serao commented, “Film making is our 
passion, and we couldn’t dream of doing anything 
else .  We are doing what we absolutely love to do for 
a living and have been best friends since college . Not 

many people can say that,” Chris 
ended .

For additional information on 
Grey Sky Films, you can contact 

Chris and Mark at 973 625-6911 
or go to www .greyskyfilms .com .   

Chris Vaglio and Mark Serao  
of Grey Sky Films – Success as 
Students, Friends, Partners, Film Makers
By Mary Ann Kiczek
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CCM Winners’ Circle

Chris Vaglio and Mark Serao

“I view Grey Sky 
as a partner in my 
business. They are 
flexible, dedicated, 
and committed to  
delivering high 

quality products.”
Grey Sky customer, 
Nicholas Pascarella, 

Nicholas Pascarella & Co.

“Grey Sky’s team 
is highly talented 
and has always 
provided quick 

turnaround on our 
projects—at a 

reasonable budget.”
Grey Sky customer, 

John Harms, President of 
Harms Software Company

“Grey Sky offers New York City production quality 
without the New York City prices. I would highly 
recommend them to any company interested in using 

video to enhance their marketing efforts!”
Grey Sky customer, Bill Parisi, Founder of Parisi Speed School franchise



In Memoriam
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What’s New with CCM Graduates
by Barbara Capsouras

The following class notes information was obtained from submitted Alumni Update 
forms.  Graduates who completed work for their CCM degrees in December are of-
ficially recorded and listed under January of the following year.

What’s New at the 
CCM Foundation
By Barbara Capsouras

A t its December meeting, the CCM Foundation 
Board of Directors elected three additional new mem-
bers: Edward Nelson, Eileen Paragano and Wanda Sims .  
Nelson, CCM class of ’72, is the CFO/COO of McGivney 
& Kluger, PC and the recipient of an Alumni Achieve-
ment Award in 2008 .  Paragano, CCM class of ’91, a 
bookkeeper for Paragano & Richlan PC and a trustee of 
the Paragano Family Foundation, was honored this year 
with an Alumni Service Award . Sims serves as the Man-
ager of Philanthropy and Community Development at 
Novartis Pharmaceuticals Corporation .

The annual CCM Foundation Golf Out-
ing was held at a new venue, the Knoll West 
Country Club in Parsippany, NJ, on Septem-
ber 15, 2008, with 120 golfers enjoying a 
beautiful day at this well-known, champion-
ship course . Along with lunch, beverages and 
snacks were available throughout the day . A din-
ner at the clubhouse followed, with partic-
ipants winning an assortment of prizes . 
The $17,000 raised at this event will ben-
efit the college’s scholarship program . The 
event’s success guaranteed the return to the 
Knoll for the 2009 Golf Outing, scheduled for Monday, 
September 21 . Save the date and be sure to sign up early!

In fall 2008, a new Charitable Gift Annuity program was 
introduced . Your gift to the CCM Foundation generates 
income payments to you for life . (See page 6 .) Call (973) 
328-5060 or email jvitale@ccm .edu to request a copy of 
a brochure that details the new charitable gift program .

A new Development Director, Katie Olsen, was hired 
in December and she will be instrumental in planning 
the fund-raising efforts of the CCM Foundation . Also, 
alumna Colleen McArdle has been named as the new 
Special Events Coordinator and is immersed in organiz-

ing a variety of events for the Foundation and 
the college .

Fundraising for the CCM Planetari-
um reached new heights with mon-
ies raised far surpassing the $250,000 
goal . More than $600,000 in donations 
has been received from private citi-
zens, nonprofit foundations and lo-
cal companies, along with a $200,000 
federal grant procured by Rep . Rod-

ney Frelinghuysen (R-11th Dist .) . CCM 
trustee Joseph Longo, along with his 
wife Madeline, made a large donation 
to the planetarium project . The im-
proved facility, to be called the Made-

line D . and Joseph A . Longo Planetar-
ium, will have new digital projection 

equipment, new seats and carpeting, 
improved handicapped access, and the 
interior dome may be refinished to pro-
vide an enhanced projection surface .

The CCM Foundation’s fundraising efforts were 
highlighted with an entertaining lecture and spectacular 
photo/video presentation by visiting Astronaut Dr . Gar-
ret Reisman in March . He lauded the college’s plans to 
renovate the planetarium that he remembered visiting as 
a child . A luncheon held in his honor was attended by 
many of the donors to the special planetarium project .

The CCM Foundation 40th Anniversary Gala was held 
at a new location in 2009 .  The move this year took at-
tendees to the Hyatt Morristown at Headquarters Plaza . 
Four outstanding alumni were added to the Alumni Hall 
of Fame . (See related story on page 1 .) It is fitting for this 
Anniversary Gala that two of our awardees are among the 
first students that entered our doors in 1968 and graduat-
ed in the first class of 1970 . In addition, for the 40th An-
niversary celebration, a special group of awards included 
Distinguished Trustee, Distinguished Faculty Member, 
and Distinguished Donors .

The CCM Foundation expects that the fund raising totals for 
this year and the future will reach new pinnacles as we em-
bark on innovative ventures and exciting programs . 

1970
Paul Mahler 
earned an A .A . 
in Humanities/
Social Science, 
followed by a 
B .A . in Politi-
cal Science 
from William 
Paterson Uni-
versity in 1972 . 

Shortly thereafter, Paul started his ca-
reer in consumer magazine sales and 
marketing . He is currently the Vice 
President, Fundraising Partnerships, 
at Time Inc . where he has been em-
ployed for the last ten years . He was 
married in 1971, the year after gradu-
ating CCM . Thirty-eight years lat-
er, Susan is still his best friend . They 
have three grown children – a daugh-
ter who teaches autistic kindergarten; 
a daughter who is a counselor at a NJ 
county jail and is working on her sec-
ond psych master’s degree; and a son 
who attends the University of Que-
bec at Chicoutimi (about ten miles 
this side of the north pole) . They’re 
very proud of them all .  Paul’s favor-
ite hobby is singing first tenor in a 
doo wop and oldies group, Frankie 
Canta and the dreamakers (www .
frankiecanta .com) . They have pro-
duced their second CD, “Live at the 
Lake,” which refers to a community 
event they have been doing for the 
last three years in Lincoln Park . They 
performed last August for more than 
1,000 people - quite a rush!  Paul’s 
plan for when he retires is to return 
to school for a master’s degree and 
teach at the county college level . 

1973
Jorge E. Parreno graduated with an 
A .S . in Business Administration, fol-
lowed by a B .S . in Electronic Engineer-
ing in 1975 and an M .S . in Computer 
Science in 1976 from NJIT . He then 
went on to Rutgers Graduate School 
of Business and obtained an M .B .A . 
in 1977 . He has been employed at 
Motorola for thirty years, where he is 
presently a Senior VP, but will be re-
tiring in 2009 .  While at CCM, Jorge 
played soccer under Coach Becker 
and tennis under Coach Ryan .  He is 
grateful that CCM gave him the best 
foundation for his future degrees .

1976
teresa l. Walther earned an A .A .S . 
in Office Systems Technology and 
remembers taking a steno class with 
Prof . Marilyn Ayres . She is the Office 
Coordinator for R . Heath Deason, 
DMD .  Her daughter Hali, 22, gradu-
ated from Wellesley College and her 
son Kyle, 24 is a recent graduate of 
West Virginia University .

1985
Brian Carmelengo received an 
A .A .S . in Business Programming .  He 
is employed at Perot Systems as a 
Vice President .

Charles Grotyohann obtained an 
A .A . in Business Administration .  He 
is an Investment Advisor Specialist 
with the Northeast Planning Cor-
poration and the Drake Consulting 

Group in Randolph, New Jersey . He 
is also a registered representative and 
financial advisor of Park Avenue Se-
curities LLC .

1988
lisa M. Betances graduated with an 
A .A .S . in Medical Laboratory Tech-
nology . She is employed at Quest 
Diagnostics with the title Phleboto-
mist .

1989
Kevin Knebl 
earned an A .A . 
in Music and 
continued his 
education at 
Mercer County 
College and 
Montclair State 
University . He 
is the Owner/

Speaker/Trainer of Knebl Communi-
cations, LLC in Colorado, which is an 
international company offering sem-
inars and workshops related to on-
line and offline networking, Social 
Media, LinkedIn, sales and personal 
development . In addition, Kevin is 
involved in several other businesses .  
He holds the titles of Regional Execu-
tive Director of CXO, LLC, and Dis-
trict Manager for ADP TotalSource . 
He has a presence on Facebook, 
LinkedIn, and Twitter .

1993
Mary Beth Crile received an A .A .S . 
in Photography . She then received 
her Master of Science degree in Geol-
ogy from Florida Atlantic University 
in 2005 . Mary Beth lives in northern 
Virginia with her husband Patrick, 
and currently is employed by ITT 
Space Systems as a Geospatial Scien-
tist . Her interests include astronomy, 
geology, and hiking with her husband 
and three dogs . She performs space 
and mission outreach events within 
her community as a solar system am-
bassador for the Jet Propulsion Lab .

1996
Eugene Bartell graduated with 
A .A .S . in Business Programming . He 
is employed at MetLife as an Invest-
ment Advisor .

1997
Kristen a. Oudshoorn earned an 
A .A . in Humanities/Social Science . 
She is an accountant with the Del-
marva Foundation in Maryland, 
which is a national, not-for-profit or-
ganization with a mission to improve 
health in the communities it serves . 
The Foundation fulfills this mission 
by providing leadership services and 
consultative resources that ensure all 
Americans receive care that is safe, 
effective, efficient, equitable, timely, 
and patient-centered .

2004
Mindy drexel obtained an A .A . in 
Journalism with honors . During her 
time at CCM, Mindy completed an 

internship at The Herald News (Ber-
gen Record affiliate newspaper), was 
Editor in Chief of the Youngtown Edi-
tion, was an Executive Board member 
of Phi Theta Kappa, served as captain 
of the women’s soccer team, won the 
Board of Trustees award in 2003 and 
made the All-State academic team in 
2004 . She earned first place awards 
in the New Jersey Press Association 
Better College Newspaper contest 
for both news writing and sports 
writing in 2002 and 2003 . She also 
was awarded a campus life scholar-
ship, an alumni scholarship, and the 
Edith P . Margetts journalism scholar-
ship .  After graduation from CCM, 
Mindy accepted a full time position 
with the Herald News, most recently 
as copy editor of the Sports section . 
In July 2008, Mindy was retained 
by the Bergen Record . On Thursday 
April 2, 2009, Mindy was awarded 
“First Place, Design and Presenta-
tion,  Sports Page Design Portfolio, 
Daily under 60,000 Herald News, 
Woodland Park” by the New Jersey 
Press Association . The Association 
annually recognizes outstanding in-
dividuals through their Better News-
paper Contest Editorial Competition . 
Mindy is working toward her B .A . in 
English from Montclair State Univer-
sity, which she expects to complete in 
May of 2009 .

2007
Steve rhinesmith graduated with 
an A .S . in Criminal Justice . He is a 
Student/Help Desk Technician at 
Champlain College . Steve is about to 
graduate with a BD in Computer and 
Digital Forensics and plans on work-
ing in New York City .

1973

Edward Evans 
A .S . Business Administration

1993

Frank Palmiere 
CRT Computer Aided Drafting 
Technology

1994

Joseph Vitolo 
A .S . Engineering Science

1995

William Kacicz 
A .A .S . Business Career Marketing

1999

Mary C. laManna 
A .A .S . Business Career

2001

Elizabeth G. Willette 
A .A . Humanities/Social Science

2003

Karen l. deangelo 
A .A .S . Business Career
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Time OutThe Titan Tradition Continues   By David Artuso

Lacrosse returns to CCM

After a hiatus of many years, a new men’s lacrosse program has begun at CCM, 
thanks to an overwhelming demand by students . The great appeal of lacrosse is 

that almost anyone can play the sport . The game requires 
coordination and agility, not brawn . It is played with 

a stick, the crosse, which must be mastered to throw, 
catch, and scoop the ball in its netted pocket . Quick 
reflexes and speed are particularly valuable attributes .

According to CCM Athletic Director, Jack Sullivan, 
“We want to tap into the local talent, recruit the high 
schools, and give kids a chance to play in college .” Morris 
County is a prominent region for lacrosse, with nation-

ally ranked high school teams .  Sullivan also takes an ac-
tive role in helping athletes with the recruiting process at 
four-year colleges .

Jay roussey has been hired as the head Coach . Rousey’s ex-
perience includes coaching at Mendham, Roxbury and Ridge 
High Schools .  Assistant Coach Brian Brophy is a CCM 
Lacrosse Alumni who was eager to get involved with the 
revival of the program . A full roster with new uniforms, 
helmets and equipment faced a competitive schedule this 
year .  

CCM men’s soccer

To say the Titan men’s soccer team had a successful season would be an under-
statement . In fact, to use words any less dramatic than “historic” would be an 
understatement .

After losing three of its four preseason games and dropping a 1-0 decision to 
rival Brookdale CC in the second regular season game, the Titans lost only three 
more times the rest of the way . They rolled to an 18-4 mark – a school record for 
victories and the best overall won-lost percentage in the history of the program . 
The team also won the Region 19 championship, captured the District 4 title on 
their own field with a 2-1 victory over high-powered Montgomery-Rockville Col-
lege, and reached the NJCAA Final Four in Richland, Texas, the furthest any CCM 
men’s soccer team has ever gone .

In the Lone Star State, the Titans lost in overtime to eventual champion Herkimer 
(N .Y .) County College, but then upset top-seeded Manchester (Mass .) CC, 4-2, in 
the battle for third place .

“They did a good job of keeping things in perspective,” longtime coach roger 
Stephens told the Daily Record of Morristown after the Final Four performance . 

“The experience they’ve had playing soccer; they’re a good group of kids who 
know how to win games .”

Along the way to the Final Four, goalkeeper John Weber recorded 12 shutouts, 
the most in CCM history, and was an NCAA Final Four All-Tournament selec-
tion, as well as having been named to the All-Region 19 Second Team . Fullback 
Juan Mercano also earned a spot on the Final Four all-tournament team .

And the accolades kept coming . Striker Sala Saadaoui earned Region 19 Out-
standing Offensive Player award for the season, while Chris robinson took 

home the region’s top defensive award . Robinson, forward rafael Martinez and 
midfielder dave Mero all earned spots as All-Region 19 first-team all-stars .  

CCM women’s soccer

As rookie seasons go, Gazwan Ihssan has much to be proud of . The first-year 
Lady Titans soccer coach led the women to a 10-4-2 record and a host of indi-

vidual and team accolades that included the No . 1 ranking in Region 19 and a 
No . 15 ranking nationally .

“The highlight of our season would have to be going into the Region 19 tourna-
ment as the fourth-seeded team and upsetting top-seeded Sussex Community Col-
lege on penalty kicks to reach the championship game,” says Ihssan . Unfortunate-
ly, the Lady Titans dropped the region title game, 1-0, to Mercer County College .

Individually, the honors rolled 
in for the Lady Titans . The All-
Region 19 First Team of all-stars 
featured forward laura Me-
jia, who was named the third-
best player in the entire region . 
Midfielder lisa Fleming and 
two-sport star and defender 
Maureen O’Connell also were 
tabbed for the First Team . For-
ward Nicole Pereira was named 
to the All-Garden State Athletic 
Conference Team, as were mid-
fielder lindsay Waldron and 
defender Veronica rawding .

The Lady Titans’ top statistical 
achievements included Celia Ward being selected as the Defensive Player of the 
Game in the Region 19 championship . Mejia was the best offensive player on the 
team, finishing the season ranked No . 3 in the region in scoring with 17 goals 
and 1 assist for a total of 35 points .   

Maureen O’Connell is honored at National Girls & 
Women in Sports Day for her outstanding achieve-
ment on the women’s soccer team and women’s 
basketball team, as well as in the classroom

CCM basketball and hockey roundup

Both Titan basketball teams fell on some hard times in 
the 2008-2009 season, but they weren’t without a num-
ber of bright spots .

The Titan men, for example, finished 9-15 despite los-
ing several teammates at Christmas break . First-team 
All-Region 19 and all-Garden State Athletic Confer-
ence selection almin Hodzic ended the year with 
15 double-doubles and scored 30 or more points 
five times . The six-foot-nine-inch, Bosnian-born 
Hodzic had such a stellar season that he was nomi-
nated for junior college all-American honors .

“Although the final record did not reflect it, our 
team persevered this season,” says fourth-year 
men’s coach Kevin Moore . “Everyone played hard 
and worked together to finish the season strong .”

One of the highlights of the men’s season came when 
they toughed out a double-overtime victory with only 
four players on the court . One had fouled out and an-
other had been injured during the game .

On the women’s side, the Lady Titans managed only four 
victories but placed two players – Kalene rafalko and team captain Maureen 
O’Connell – on the all-GSAC second team . Rafalko, who averaged 14 points and 
seven rebounds for the season, set what is believed to be a school record with a 
35-point performance against Raritan Valley .

“It was a difficult year,” says Glen Bow-
ers, who completed his third season at 
the helm of the Lady Titans . “We had 
only eight players on the roster, and 
even then the roster was filled with 
athletes who had little basketball expe-
rience .”

Fortunately for the women, Rafalko 
and Casey Sherwood, the team’s two 
leading scorers, both will return for the 
2009-2010 season .

The men’s Hockey team came off a na-
tional appearance last year and made 
the playoffs this year . The team did 
not do as well as they had hoped, but 
worked very hard . Jeff Zamor, antho-
ny Pennella and Sean rohan partici-
pated in the All-Star game . Kevin Kelly, 
ryan doll, and Sean Griese were also 
nominated for the All-Star game .  

Almin Hodzic
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The Center for Business & Technology
By Mary Ann Kiczek

Attention Job Seekers
A quality resume and top-notch interviewing skills are critical in today’s competi-
tive job market . The Office of Career Services offers OptimalResume .com, a lead-
ing online service for building resumes and strengthening interviewing skills . Both 
services are available at no cost to alumni .

With                                                                        , alumni can:

   •  Explore careers using the US Department of Labor database and gain information 
about specific occupations and related skills, tasks, wages, trends and more

   •  Create quality resumes using intuitive examples, action verbs, automatic 
spellchecking, and numerous styling options

   •  Engage in sample interviews conducted by live actors to simulate live interview 
situations

   •  Record practice interviews using a webcam and microphone for critique by 
mentors, counselors, peers, or parents 

For more information visit the CCM Office of Career Services in Cohen Hall B236 
or online at ccm .edu/careerservices or call 973-328-5245 . 

The College also offers:

   •  Career counseling and exploration, interest testing and interpretation through 
Counseling Services

   •  Non-credit, low cost, short courses within the Community and Professional 
Programs . These include Strong Vocational Interest Inventory, Meyers Briggs, 
Resume Writing, Internet Job Search, Interviewing Techniques, Networking, 
and Transitioning from White Collar to Green Collar .

For a more complete description of services, visit these departments on the CCM 
website (www .ccm .edu) .  

Let Your Money Work for Others…

While It’s Working for You

In this era of financial uncertainty, wouldn’t it 
be satisfying to enjoy guaranteed fixed income 
for life and, at the same time, earmark a gift for 
charity?

The County College of Morris Foundation’s Gift 
Annuity Program allows you to make a chari-
table gift to CCM now and, at the same time, 
receive monthly interest payments for life – payments that may 
be higher than you are already receiving on your fixed income 
investments .

To learn more about the income, tax and charitable giv-
ing advantages of the County College of Morris Foundation 
Gift Annuity Program, please call (973) 328-5060 or e-mail:  
jvitale@ccm .edu .

foundation

214 Center Grove Rd ., Randolph, NJ 07869-2086

973-328-5060   www .ccm .edu

Smart companies have long known that investing in 
their employees’ training and development is vital to 
their organization’s success . But building employees’ 
knowledge and skills has taken on increased signifi-
cance, in today’s economic environment, as compa-
nies work to increase productivity and performance, 
engage employees, and create demand in the market-
place .

The Center for Business and Technology (CBT) at 
County College of Morris offers training that is cus-
tomized to meet a company’s needs and adapted to 
align with its culture and schedules . The training is de-
livered by highly skilled and experienced profession-
als, typically at the company’s workplace, but also at 
CCM’s Randolph or Morristown state-of-the-art train-
ing facilities .

“We want local businesses to know that our goal is to 
deliver professional training to improve the quality of 
the workforce . The training programs we offer can be 
developed, designed, and delivered to meet a business’ 
specific needs,” said Bob Lipka, Manager, Sales and 
Marketing and the Center’s director .

Training available for many skills

The CBT offers workshops and courses on a wide range 
of topics, including training in PC Skills, Management 
and Leadership, Project Management, Communica-
tions, Workplace Literacy Skills, Customer Service, 
Team Building, and more .  Many local businesses 
have requested Command Spanish®, a nationally rec-
ognized method that teaches Workplace Spanish by 
utilizing techniques that teach specific occupational 
language skills in a limited time period .

Department of Labor  
may help to fund training

CCM offers workplace training at competitive costs, 
but for companies that need help financing employee 

skills development, the NJ Depart-
ment of Labor (NJDOL) awards 
grants from a funding pool of up 
to $25 million annually as part of 
the Workforce Development Part-
nership .  To facilitate the grant 
process, the CCM Center for Busi-
ness and Technology offers com-
panies cost-free assistance in se-
curing NJ training grant funding 
for employee development . The 
CBT also works with the Morris 
County Economic Development 
Corporation (MCEDC) to con-
nect organizations to training 
programs and match student and 
alumni job seekers with employ-
er recruitment needs .

CBT has served an impressive list of clients

The CBT has worked with top company executives and 
division/department managers, as well as executives in 
training, human resources, and IT to provide training 
to anywhere from twenty to hundreds of employees . 
Its impressive list of regional clients includes Cable-

vision, Jersey Central Power & Light, Met Life, Delta 
Dental, Deluxe Corporation, Dialogic, and Siemens, 
along with a number of smaller and mid-size compa-
nies in Morris County .  The Center is pleased to have 
worked with a number of alumni employed in the re-
gion, including Dan O’Leary, Manager of Northern NJ 
Business Sales, for Cablevision . “A group of our Ac-
count Executives took a ten-week Command Spanish® 
course that the CCM CBT group helped customize to 
meet the needs of our business .  This has had a posi-
tive impact on their ability to communicate with our 
Hispanic customers and deliver productive business-
to-business sales calls . This was a great opportunity for 
us,” O’Leary commented .

The CBT is interested in working with other alumni 
as well . If you work for a company that is looking for 
a competitive edge to prospering in today’s dynamic 
marketplace, please call Bob Lipka at 973-328-5185 or 
send an email to rlipka@ccm .edu .

Bob Lipka brings extensive expertise

Lipka, joined CCM in 2007, 
bringing more than 25 
years of industry experi-
ence to his position . His 
strong sense of business 
acumen, along with an un-
derstanding of business 
training, programs, and 
services, has proven to be 
an asset to the department .

Prior to joining CCM, Lipka was Director of Business 
Development for the Janus Lewis Group, a provider 
of sales, marketing, and training services . In this role, 
he developed marketing plans to introduce turn-key 
products, customized software solutions, and training 
programs for emerging technologies . He also success-
fully implemented sales strategies to secure Fortune 
1000 and government clients . Lipka holds a BS in In-
dustrial Engineering from the New Jersey Institute of 
Technology . 

Headquarters Plaza training facility in Morristown on Speedwell Avenue
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AlumniUpdate

Or submit electronically, 
on-line, at www.ccm.edu

In order to keep our records up-to-date, we’d like to know where you are and what you 
are doing .  We’d appreciate it if you would take a minute to fill out this form, include a 
photo if possible, and mail it to:          The CCM Alumni Association, HH 119 

County College of Morris 
214 Center Grove Road 
Randolph, NJ 07869-2086

 

Date:                                  Last 4 digits of Social Security #:   X X X - X X -

Name:
                     Last                                                Maiden                                           First                                MI

Street Address:

City:                                                                State:                            Zip:

Home Phone:                                                     Business Phone:

Email address:

Year Graduated:                         Major/Degree:

Are you receiving the Alumni Advocate at this address?

Current Employer and Job Title:

Additional College(s): Year of graduation, degree, major

Please give us an update on recent accomplishments (for possible inclusion in the Alumni Advocate) .

$

Alumnus of the year

dr. Edward E. Boas Jr. ’70 received an A .A . in Humani-
ties/Social Science from County College of Morris, a B .S . 
and M .Ed . from Trenton State College, and a C .A .G .S . 
and Ed .D . from Temple University . As an active member 
of CCM’s first class, he helped to start the Youngtown Edi-
tion and was involved in student government .

Dr . Boas was founder of  the CCM Photo Club (and 
served as President), the Promethean, and the Auto Rall-
eye Club . After helping to establish the Drama Club, he 
acted in a CCM production of “A Streetcar Named De-

sire .” He fondly remembers driving his ‘57 Corvette, which he still owns, to the 
campus .

Today, Dr . Boas is a Pro fessor of Computer Science, Data Processing and Electron-
ics at Cecil College in North East Mary land, where he has been involved in course 
design, development and instruction since 1985 . He teaches advanced computer 
certification classes in computer networking, software applications, computer secu-
rity, computer forensics and wireless technologies . He doesn’t hesitate to proudly 
acknowledge to his current students that he, too, started at a community college .

Dr . Boas has served as a private professional consultant for computer hardware 
and software applications in education, business and industry . He is President and 
Owner of International Computer Associates, Inc .  Since 1978, his business has 
focused on personal computer sales, service and training worldwide .

Dr . Boas has been awarded many scholarships and grants, presented with over 50 
awards, numerous certificates of appreciation, and served on many sate and local 
committees . His 75 publications include books, articles and seminars .

Dr . Boas’ interests extend to his passion for motorcycle racing, hang gliding, Olym-
pic skiing, aviation, car collecting, and tooling around in his Enstrom 280C Shark 
3 helicopter . When he’s not flying it for business or pleasure, his helicopter is 
parked at his privately owned Chesapeake City Heliport .

Dr . Boas graciously agreed to be interviewed for CCM’s 40th Anniversary video, 
which can be viewed on www .ccm .edu and www .youtube .com .  Dr . Boas and his 
family live in Chesapeake City, Maryland .

Alumni Achievement Award

Neal a. Stanton ’89 received an A .S . degree in Business 
from CCM and a B .S . in Business Management from Rut-
gers University . He co-founded Consultedge, Inc . in 2000 
and serves as its President and CEO . Consultedge Inc ., a 
premier communications integration organization, has of-
fices in six states .  It is the leading platinum Avaya Business 
Partner specializing in IP telephony, converged telephony 
solutions and services .

Stanton is responsible for all aspects of Consultedge’s 
strategy, operations, and execution, including mergers and 

acquisitions . His focus on integrity, execution, and professionalism sets the tone 
for the organization and has led to its rapid growth .  Consultedge has been named 
to CRN Magazine’s annual list of the nation’s 100 fastest growing technology solu-
tion providers each year since 2005 .  From 2005 to 2008, Consultedge also was 
named to NJBiz’s annual Fast 50, which recognizes the state’s fastest growing com-
panies across all business sectors .

Prior to founding Consultedge, Stanton served as a Director at AlphaNet Solu-
tions where he grew the telecommunications division by 500% in less than two 
years . Stanton was also a founder of Flagship One Communications, a turnkey 
provider of voice communications technologies, that was merged into AlphaNet 
Solutions .

An industry veteran with more than 15 years of experience, Stanton was honored 
with NJBiz’s 2006 Forty Under 40 award, which recognizes exceptional business 
and community achievements by young business leaders . He also was a finalist for 
Ernst & Young’s Entrepreneur of the Year in both 2007 and 2008 .

Neal lives in Bridgewater, New Jersey with his wife Maria and their two children 
Nicholas and Alexandra .  He enjoys coaching Little League, reading business and 
spy novels, and visiting favorite spots such as Aruba and Florence, Italy .

Alumni Humanitarian Award

Patricia M. Hurley, Ph.d., r.N. ’70 received an A .A .S . in 
Nurs ing from CCM, a B .S .N . from William Paterson, an 
M .A . in Psy chiatric-Mental Health Nursing and a Ph .D . in 
Nursing Research from New York University .  She was one 
of the first group of alumni chosen for the CCM “I Start ed 
Right” billboard campaign, and was a recipi ent of the 1993 
NJCCC Excellence Award as CCM Outstanding Alumna .

Dr . Hurley was appointed to the faculty at NYU in 1979 af-
ter completing her Ph .D . there . At the dawn of the HIV epi-
demic, she pioneered a faculty group that worked closely 

with the Gay Men’s Health Crisis and received multiple federal grants to educate 
health care professionals in the New York area about HIV and AIDS .

In 1983, the National Institute of Mental Health issued a call for proposals to provide 
care for gay men afflicted with AIDS . NYU-Nursing was funded to educate health and 
hospital professionals in New York, New Jersey, Connecticut, Puerto Rico and the 
Virgin Islands . Additional funding from the Bureau of Health Professionals quickly 
followed . Over the next seven years, more than 45,000 health professionals and hos-
pital workers attended programs in the targeted area .

Dr . Hurley is Professor Emerita at the Rutgers College of Nursing, where she served 
since 1993 as professor of nursing, acting dean, and di rector of research and grant 
development .  Her research and clinical interests there included HIV/AIDS, Home 
Health Care, and Health Promotion and Prevention .  She has authored numerous 
articles that have appeared in a variety of nursing publications .

Alumni Service Award

Eileen G. Paragano ’91 earned an A .A . degree in Humani-
ties/Social Science with highest honors from CCM and was 
inducted into the Phi Theta Kappa and Psi Beta Honor soci-
eties . Her decision to go back to school later in life proved to 
be both a unique and challenging experience . Eileen remem-
bers that attending classes with much younger students was, 
at first, “awkward .” However, with the kindness and support 
of the students and professors, she began to feel comfortable 
and quickly became a part of the CCM family .

Eileen has been employed as a bookkeeper for the law firm of Paragano & Richlan 
PC in Bernardsville, New Jersey for the past 18 years . She is a trustee of the Paragano 
Family Foundation, a charitable organization she and her husband Larry established 
in 1993 . The foundation, which supports health and welfare, education, religious and 
social causes, has helped organizations dedicated to fighting drug abuse, child abuse, 
hunger and domestic violence . The homeless and disabled have also benefited from 
the Paragano Family Foundation . Recently, the Paraganos established an endowed 
scholarship at CCM Foundation for students studying broadcasting or media .

In 2009, Paragano was elected to the CCM Foundation Board of Directors . She has 
been actively involved in her community as a business person, a volunteer and a 
philanthropist for the last 35 years .

As a lifetime member of the National Council of Jewish Women-Essex Chapter, Para-
gano has held the positions of secretary and treasurer, and served on numerous com-
mittees .  Paragano and her husband live in Bernardsville, New Jersey .   

Alumni Awards   Continued from page 1
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General Information on Events (Campus Life):  .  .  (973) 328-5225
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Performing Arts:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  (973) 328-5427
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Special Events:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  (973) 328-5054
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CCM Commencement 
Ceremonies
Thursday, May 28 
7:00 pm

Planetarium
Due to Planetarium renovation in 2009, 
please call for information on show 
schedules .

College for Kids and Teens
This year’s “Passport to Summer” offers 
a variety of courses geared for kids in 
Grades 3 to 5 and 6 to 8, and Teens in 
Grades 9 to 12 . Course descriptions and 
program details can be found on our 
website www .ccm .edu or call 973-328-
5072 for a brochure . Each week will 
focus on a country theme such as “Out 
of Africa,” “Eye on Asia,” “It’s Greek 
to Me,” and “Born in the USA” with 
the last week a “Summer Bridge” 
designed to get students back in 
gear for school .

CCM Titans Summer Sports 
Camps & Clinics (ages 7-13)

Camps will be offered for Basketball, 
Baseball, Softball, Soccer and Tennis

Clinics will be offered for Golf

CCM Titans Summer Sports 
Activities (Ages 7–13)

A variety of sports and fitness classes 
will be offered, such as:  golf, swim-
ming, aerobics, funky fitness, muscle 
world, flag football, spinning, martial 
arts, volleyball, tennis, ultimate PE, 
lacrosse, whiffle ball, kickboxing, and 
badminton .

For more information on 
Titans Sports Camps and 

Clinics, and Summer 
Sports Activities, go to: 

www.ccm.edu/newath-
letics/camps.shtml 
or call Athletics.
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A D D R E S S  S E R V I C E  R E Q U E S T E D

Notice to parents of Alumni
If you are receiving the Alumni Advocate and would like it sent directly to your 

child, send us your child’s new address .  Thank you .

“SUMMER IN LITTLE ITALy FESTIVAL”
Saturday, July 18, 2009

Name:_______________________________________  No . of Tickets:_______

Address: ___________________________________________________________

            ___________________________________________________________

Email Address:_____________________________________________________

Amount Check Enclosed: $__________________

Phone #:___________________ Student ID or Last 4 digits of S .S .#:_________

Make check payable to CCM and mail to:
   Alumni Director, HH211, County College of Morris
   214 Center Grove Rd., Randolph, NJ  07869-2086

$

“SUMMER IN LITTLE ITALy FESTIVAL” 
SATURDAy, JULy 18, 2009

Most of the area’s more than 35 restaurants will operate sidewalk cafes  
so you can stop for a leisurely meal, cappuccino, or hand-made cannoli  

al fresco. The festival takes place along Mulberry Street between Canal and  
Broome Streets and on Hester Street between Mott and Mulberry Streets. 
Take a walk to nearby Chinatown, tour the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame  

Annex in SoHo or visit the Italian American Museum.

Leave CCM Health Phys/Ed Building - 1:30 p .m . 
Leave Little Italy - 8:00 p .m .

      Price includes round trip transportation by charter bus .

Tickets:   $20 Alumni  $22 Guests

                     Must be a CCM alumnus(a) to order tickets . Tickets must be used 
                     by the CCM alumnus(a) purchaser and his/her guests .

Mail order form below with check payable to CCM .  Be sure to include the 

last four digits of your S .S .# or a Student ID# .  Tickets will be sent out in 

the order requests are received .  Order early; limited seating available .

For more information call (973) 328‑5059.

The Alumni  
Legacy  
Scholarship  
at CCM

Each year, alumni scholarships are made available to CCM students through the 
contributions of alumni . CHILDREN and GRANDCHILDREN of ALUMNI are the 
priority candidates for these awards and will be considered first . The selection of 
recipients is handled through the Alumni Scholarship Committee . The amount of 
the award is $500 for full-time and $250 for part-time students . (Some awards are 
renewable and can be worth up to $2,000 .)

The deadline for 
applications is the 
first Friday in Octo-
ber for the Fall Se-
mester and the first 
Friday in February 
for the Spring Se-
mester, and can be 
obtained from the 
Alumni Office, Hen-
derson Hall Room 

211, or printed from the 
CCM website .

Since the first student re-
ceived an Alumni Schol-
arship in 1993, nearly 
100 students have bene-
fited from this program . 
They are always pleased 
and grateful that by vir-
tue of their Mom, Dad, 

or grandparents receiving a degree from CCM, they were given the opportunity 
to apply for this scholarship . This year the following students were awarded an 
alumni scholarship: Lauren Connelly, Maria DeAngelis, Gina Giallanella, Rebecca 
Pine, Angelica Sico, Michael Sikora, Yolanda Wawroski, and Gloria Ziegler .  

Alumni Scholarship 
receipents at  
CCM’s annual  
scholarship  
reception:  left -  
Rebecca Pine,  
right Michael Sikora, 
bottom - Maria 
DeAngelis
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