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AD D R E S S I N G  T H E N E E D S  O F  O U R  ST U D E N T S  &  

PL AN T I N G  T H E  S EE D S  F O R  A S E C U R E  F U T U R E . 

2013 Comes To a Close!  

nother year starts, another 
year closes and just like 
that we officially wrap – 

up 2013. I am very proud of 
all the hard work our EOF 

students accomplished this past Fall 
2013. I was happy to see each and 
every one of you every day in the EOF 
office studying, connecting, and help-
ing each other through your courses, 
while maintaining contact with your 
EOF team.  Thank you for participating 
in all of our EOF activities, workshops, 
and events. We do this for YOU with 
the hopes that it will provide you with 
a well-rounded college experience, 
and to know you participate and stay 
engaged makes our work that much 
rewarding.  

As we close the Fall 2013 semester, I 
would like to also commend all new 
students for completing their first col-
lege semester!  This is no easy task, as 

you dealt with so many changes, tran-
sitions, and challenges; but you did it 
well! Staying focused, communicating 
with us, and taking all of the advice 
from your counselors is the best way 
to secure your success. Keep at it and 
you will see very positive results as 
you work towards your degree. For all 
of our returning students, as always a 
pleasure to see you get back into the 
swing of things, you know what to do.  
Many of you will be graduating this 
Fall and Spring, please keep trucking 
along – you are almost there. I wish 
you the best of luck on all of your fi-
nals and remember your professors 
are hosting review sessions and study 
group sessions, any questions or assis-
tance, see an EOF staff member.  

As you get ready for winter break, 
take this time to get some well-
deserved rest, relax, and enjoy your 
time off with friends and family. This is 
the best medicine to rejuvenate and 
come back ready for the Spring 2014 
semester. We still have half of an aca-
demic year to go so you can’t stop 
now! 

The EOF Office will be closed from De-
cember 25th reopening on January 2nd, 
2014 if you need assistance adding or 
dropping classes. Have a wonderful 
and healthy holiday season!  

We will see you back on January 13th!  

Sincerely, 

Pamela Marcenaro, EOF Director 
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Kwanzaa 2013 

S 
tudents, staff mem-
bers, and admin-
istration enjoyed 
our Annual 

Kwanzaa Celebration of 
community, family, and 
culture on Dec. 5, 2013. 
Kwanzaa is a colorful and 
intriguing ceremony that 
celebrates many African 
principles and symbols. 
The event was followed by 
a late lunch and reflections 
from those in attendance.  

This is the traditional EOF 
holiday party that is open 
to the entire CCM commu-
nity. We were happy to 
see our students partici-
pate and volunteer; and 

would like to thank and 
recognize the following 
EOF leaders for their assis-
tance: Danielle Van Saders 
helped decorate and place 
symbols on the table, Crys-
tali Rosado assisted in the 

set-up of the room, 
Ashaloy Wilson covered 
two principles with poems, 
Guadalupe Barrios helped 
with the symbol table and 
Saffiyah Fleary did both 
the symbols and a princi-

ple. All these students re-
ceived valuable workshop 
and community service 
hours towards their EOF 
program participation re-
quirements.  

The EOF team also partici-
pated and in attendance 
were Pam Marcenaro, 
Gene Moss, Beth Pinajian, 
and Edie Nelson. We want 
to again thank everyone 
that spent the afternoon 
with us and we wish you a 
Happy and Safe Holiday 
Season! 

The EOF Family 

Continued on page 3 

EOF Senior Spotlight: 

Stephanie Lopez 

W hat are your 
plans after 
graduation? I 

plan on taking a semester 
off to dedicate my time to 
interning and working.  

How has County College of 
Morris and EOF prepared 
you for life after college? 
Both EOF and CCM have 
provided me with the nec-
essary tools needed for life 
after graduation. I am 
more involved with my 
education, surroundings, 
and personal life. I have 

obtained some great quali-
ties thanks to the staff in 
the EOF department, as 
well as my professors.  

Now that you are ap-
proaching graduation, 
what do you claim as your 
most important asset as 
you enter the workforce 
and the world? My most 
important asset to enter-
ing the world and work-
force would be my people 
skills. I have made some 
great long-lasting relation-
ships all along the way. 

Being involved with stu-
dents shows you the diver-
sity that there may be in a 
small community. In the 
real world, there are mil-
lions of others that you will 
encounter. Being able to 
communicate and under-
stand them, will help you 
pull through professionally 
and personally.  

What role has the EOF 
program played in your 
academic, personal, and 
professional develop-
ment? EOF has helped fun-

damentally in so many 
ways. Having the support 
that they offered helped 
me get my life on track 
and become more focused 
on my education. Their 
encouragement to contin-
ue to strive and not give 
up, not only emotionally, 
but also to understand 
that life has so much to 
offer. Take advantage of 
the opportunities present-
ed to you and in the long 
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run, you will see just how 
far it can really take you.  

What things have moti-
vated you to continue 
striving for academic suc-
cess and professional 
growth? My family has 
been and will always be 
my prime motivation. They 
are the reason that I strive 
for my academic success 
and professional growth. 
They are my biggest sup-
port system, and they con-
tinue to by encouraging 
the potentially bright fu-
ture that I set forth for my-
self. 

What advice or message 
would you like to leave to 
current and/or future EOF 
students? "Never give up 
on yourself even when you 
feel like you have hit a 
dead end." There are peo-
ple who are willing to help 
you in any way, shape, or 
form. Being a part of the 
EOF program has shown 
me that they will not give 
up on a student by making 
sure they have all the nec-
essary tools they need in 
order to succeed. They will 
work hand in hand with 
you so that you can be the 

BEST that you can be. 

What motivated you to 
get involved in student life 
initially? What can you 
say about students getting 
involved? Building friend-
ships was initially the rea-
son why I became involved 
with the student life. Later 
I came to realize that these 
students were much more 
than just students. They 
are a brother, sister, mom, 
dad, uncle, aunt, etc. the 
list goes on. These are 
great people with different 
backgrounds, and what 
better thing to do than to 
get to know each other. 
Each has taught me a 
different but valuable les-
son, and has helped me 
stay open-minded of oth-
ers and know how to treat 
each other like family. We 
all become a part of a larg-
er group, from student 
body to the whole commu-
nity of County College of 
Morris.  

What would you say is 
your philosophy in life? 
Love what you do, and do 
what you love!" This phi-
losophy has helped me 
shape my ideas and per-

sonally grow. The career 
path I have chosen was 
because it is exactly what I 
love to do. Don't put your-
self in a situation where all 
you will do is complain 
about what has to be 
done, rather enjoy your 
work and your outcome 
will be greater than ex-
pected.  

What are memorable mo-
ments you have had with 
EOF? My most memorable 
moment in the EOF pro-
gram was the bake sale 
hosted for my participation 

in the 2014 Miss New Jer-
sey pageant. It meant so 
much to me that these 
individuals really wanted 
to help me in making a 
dream come true. Their 
support was beyond phe-
nomenal, and we had such 
a great time. 

When you are not study-
ing and engaging academ-
ic life, how do you spend 
your free time? During my 
free time I enjoy going out 
with family and friends. I 
treasure every moment 
with them and enjoy their 
company.  

Would you like to add an-
ything else? I would like to 
thank the EOF program 
and CCM community for 
standing by me in my time 
of need. Not once was I let 
down, but was uplifted 
and have become a better 
person from it. Without 
Edie, Pam and Gene, as 
well as all the students, I 
probably would not be 
standing in this place right 
now. I admire everything 
that they have done to 
help me move forward 
with graduation. 

 

EOF Senior Spotlight— 

(Continued) 
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T 
utoring is an age-
old practice. The 
dictionary defini-
tion describes a 

tutor as a person who 
gives individual, or in some 
cases small group, instruc-
tion. The purpose of tutor-
ing is to help students help 
themselves, or to assist or 
guide them to the point at 
which they become an in-
dependent learner, and 
thus no longer need a tu-
tor. 

Content knowledge is an 
essential ingredient for a 
tutor; however, to be truly 
effective, a tutor must 
combine content knowledge 
with empathy, honesty 
and humor. Empathy re-
quires a tutor to "read" the 
emotional states, attitudes 
and perceptions of their 
students. Empathy is the 
ability to see others from 
their personal frame of 
reference, and to com-
municate this understand-
ing to the person involved. 
In order for tutors to es-
tablish a supportive rela-
tionship with their stu-
dents, tutors must be open 
and honest. Students are 

often reluctant to talk with 
a stranger about their aca-
demic problems. If a tutor 
is perceived as genuine 
and having a strong desire 
to listen, students will be 
more willing to open up 
and discuss their prob-
lems. Humor can also play 
an important part in a tu-
toring session. Humor can 
reduce tension. Shared 
laughter is a powerful way 
to reinforce learning. Hu-
mor can set students at 
ease and increase rapport. 
Humor can also be used to 
compliment, to guide or to 
provide negative feedback 
in a positive manner.  

In addition, a successful 
tutor demonstrates a car-
ing attitude. Caring con-
sists of being organized for 
the tutoring session, being 
punctual, establishing a 
learning relationship with 
the student, developing 
unique teaching strategies, 
and becoming familiar 
with the learning process. 
Ultimately, tutoring is 
sharing yourself with an-
other student in a way that 
makes a difference in both 
your lives. 

There are also many 
benefits to the students 
who receive tutoring 

 Offers more individual-
ized, systematic struc-
tured learning experi-
ence. 

 Provides greater con-
gruence between 
teacher and learner, 
closer role model. 

 Improves academic per-
formance and personal 
growth. 

 Improves attitude to-
ward subject area. 

 Generates stronger 
effects than other indi-
vidualized teaching 
strategies. 

 Motivates self-paced 
and self-directed learn-
ing. 

 Provides intensive prac-
tice for students who 
need it. 

 Improves self esteem. 

Summary of What Students 
Need: 

 Positive expectations 

 Mutual respect 

 Flexibility 

 Humor 

 Enthusiasm 

 Acceptance that every-
one makes mistakes 

 Effective communica-
tion 

 Applications/reasons 
for learning 

 Connections between 
new material and prior 
knowledge 

 "The Big Picture" 

 Organization 

 The language of the 
discipline. 

 Thinking or wait time 
before answering. 

 Separation of relevant 
from irrelevant infor-
mation. 

 Techniques for: time 
management, test tak-
ing, relaxing, studying, 
note taking, organizing, 
representing and re-
membering concepts 
and their relationships. 

http://www.taft.cc.ca.us/lrc/
class/classes/introtutor.htm 

 

What is Tutoring? 
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EOF Tutoring Rewards Cards 

Due 12/16/2013 

DDECEMBERECEMBER——20132013  
SUN MON TUE WED  THU FRI  SAT  

15 
 

16 
Final Exams 

Day & Evening Classes 

Begins  

17 18 19 20 21 
First Day of Winter 

22 23 
 

24 
 

252525   
CCHRISTMASHRISTMAS  

(Christmas Break)(Christmas Break)  

Campus ClosedCampus Closed  

262626   
KKKWANZAAWANZAAWANZAA   

   

27 28 

29 30 31 
 

Jan—1 
 

2 
CCM Reopens 

3 4 
Classes Start 

January 13 

CCM Closed: Winter Break 

Final Exams: 12/16—12/18 

CCM Closed: Winter Break 

Late cards are welcome for our records to track tutoring but not eligible for 

R  e  w  a  r  d  s. 
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Counselor’s ClipboardCounselor’s Clipboard   

II MPORTANTMPORTANT   DD ATESATES ::  

 Monday, December 16—Winterim begins. 

 Wednesday, January 1—First Day you can start your new 14-15 FAFSA. 

 Monday, January 6—Last day to withdraw from Winterim. 

 Thursday, January 9—EOF Mini Orientation. 

 Monday, January 13—Spring Semester Begins. 

 Friday, January 17—Last day to add a class (as long as it’s only met once). 

 Mid-January—Student Performance Appraisals will be mailed once grades 
are posted. 

 Monday, January 27—Last day to drop without Academic grade. 

EOF wishes everyone a very Merry EOF wishes everyone a very Merry EOF wishes everyone a very Merry 

Christmas and a Happy Holiday.Christmas and a Happy Holiday.Christmas and a Happy Holiday.   

We hope this holiday season brings you We hope this holiday season brings you We hope this holiday season brings you 

peace , joy and merrimentpeace , joy and merrimentpeace , joy and merriment   

with your family & friends!with your family & friends!with your family & friends!   


