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PL AN T I N G  T H E  S EE D S  F O R  A S E C U R E  F U T U R E . 

It’s That Time Of Year Again! 

T he Spring semester is off to a 
good start! Your classes are 
moving along, you’re getting 

organized, and surely looking forward 
to the warm weather ahead. With all 
of that in mind, you can’t forget one 
very important process coming up – 
filing for financial aid! Regardless, if 
you’re continuing at CCM, graduating 
and/or transferring to another col-
lege, filing for the FAFSA (Free Appli-
cation for Federal Student Aid) is a 
priority for all college students that 
want to be considered for federal 
and/or state aid. 

You must file for fi-
nancial aid every 
year you’re attend-
ing college in order 
to apply for secure 
funds that will help 
you pay for your 
college education. 

Based on our student’s questions, 
requests, and challenges faced over 
time, we’ve put together a list below 
that will help you file quickly and effi-
ciently: 

 As soon as 2013 W2’s come in, go 
ahead and file your taxes, then wait 
two weeks and begin the financial 
aid filing process via www. fafsa. 
ed.gov  

 Don’t wait until April to file tax re-
turns; the earlier you do it, the 
better it will be. Same for your 
parent/ guardian, if you are a de-
pendent.  

 If the option is available, when ap-
plying for FAFSA, use the IRS Data 
Retrieval tool. This feature will let 
you download all of your financial 
income tax information from the IRS 
website directly without having to 
pull it from the 1040 Tax return 
form. It’s quick and easy.  

 You must submit 5 additional ques-
tions for NJ State Aid consideration 
(EOF & TAG grants) – THIS IS MAN-
DATORY! You can either do it on the 
FAFSA confirmation page, (once you 
are finished with your application, 
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ConnectionConnectionConnectionsss   EOFEOFEOF   
BAD WEATHER 

Communication MethodsCommunication MethodsCommunication Methods   
During Inclement WeatherDuring Inclement WeatherDuring Inclement Weather   

Titan Alert System is now in effect, 
notifications will come exclusively 
through Titan communication sys-
tem.  

 Titan Alert. Alerts will be for-
warded to your CCM email ac-
count, and any additional con-
tact points, including personal 
email, phone calls and text mes-
saging. For more information 
about Titan Alert, go to http://
www.ccm.edu/titan alert.aspx 

 Check the CCM website at 
www.ccm. edu. 

 If you never received Titan Alert, 
call the emergency information 
number 973-328-5580. 

 The college makes every effort to 
communicate closing or de-
layed opening information as 

soon as possible. 

Continued on page 2 
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It’s That Time Of Year Again!— 

(Continued) 

click link to prompt you 
to do it there) or wait 
two days and submit 
through the HESAA 
(Higher Education Student 
Assistance Authority) website 
at www.hesaa.org. State aid 
(TAG) deadline is June 1, 2014, 
it has to be received by then! 

 A suggestion, after you 
have filed for your taxes 
and FAFSA, within 4 
weeks request an IRS tax 
return transcript. This is 
FREE and easily done 
through the IRS website 
www.irs.gov . The reason 
is if you are pulled for 
federal and/or state fi-
nancial aid verification, 

you will need it. BE PRO-
ACTIVE and have it ready 
in case you are asked for 
it. We have seen lots of 
delays last year with aid 
not posting because 
these documents were 
not submitted in a timely 
manner.   

 If you are pulled for veri-
fication either by the 
state and/or federal, 
(Note: they are different, 
although each might re-
quest similar documenta-
tion – don’t get it con-
fused), follow their in-
structions and submit 
required paperwork 
promptly or your aid will 
not post, and you will be 
responsible for the un-
paid tuition balance.  
Make copies of every-
thing you submit for your 

records and keep them 
organized and filed.  

 Read ALL emails and mail 
that comes in from CCM, 
FAFSA and HESAA. Re-
member that CCM will 
only communicate with 
you via email regarding 
your aid status, verifica-
tion and award notifica-
tion. 

 Remember to also con-
sider applying for other 
forms of aid available. 
CCM has lots of scholar-
ships! Don’t miss this 
opportunity; check what 
you might qualify for 
through www.ccm. edu/
admissions/financialAid/
Scholarships.aspx. There 
are also other external 
scholarships available, 
just ask an EOF staff 

member for assistance. 

 All the links listed here, 
along with frequently 
asked questions and oth-
er helpful references can 
be found through our 
EOF Blackboard page 
“EOF Program and Re-
sources Online.” 

The more proactive and 
organized you are, the 
easier it will be to file for 
financial aid.  We know it’s 
a tedious process with lots 
of steps and layers along 
the way, but remember 
the EOF staff is here to 
help you. Good luck!  

 
 

Pamela Marcenaro 
EOF Director  

EOF Alumna Spotlight— 

Jaslyn Rodriguez 
What are your plans after 

graduation? My plans after 

graduation are to continue 

my education at Montclair 

State University and begin 

my career in the fashion 

industry. 

How has County College of 
Morris and EOF prepared 
you for life after college? 
County College of Morris 
and EOF has given me 

more confidence and pre-
pared me for the responsi-
bilities of college and ca-
reer life. 

Now that you are ap-
proaching graduation, 
what do you claim as your 
most important asset as 
you enter the workforce 
and the world? My most 
important asset as I enter 
the workforce and the 
world is my strong work 

ethic. 

What role has the EOF pro-
gram played in your aca-
demic, personal, and pro-
fessional development? 
EOF has taught me to be 
more confident in my abili-
ties, more responsible and 
thorough with my work, 
and more driven to suc-
ceed. 

What things have motivat-

ed you to continue striving 
for academic success and 
professional growth? EOF, 
and the support of my fam-
ily and friends have moti-

Continued on page 3 
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EOF Alumna Spotlight— 

(Continued) 
vated me to continue striv-
ing for academic success 
and professional growth. 

What advice or message 
would you like to leave to 
current and/or future EOF 
students? The advice I 
would like to share with 
current/future EOF stu-
dents is to appreciate and 
learn all you can from the 
EOF program. It is a huge 
help and blessing to be 
able to participate in the 
program and it offers so 
much help and support.  

What would you say is your 
philosophy in life? My phi-

losophy in life can be 
summed up by this quote 
“Some people succeed be-
cause they are destined to, 
but most people succeed 
because they are deter-
mined to”. -Unknown 

What personal experience, 
if any, has had a huge im-
pact on your personal phi-
losophies and/or plans in 
the future? Being raised in 
a family where not many of 
my family members have 
graduated college really 
motivated me to put an 
end to that cycle. I had a 
rough childhood but I know 

that my future can be 
much brighter if I remain 
determined, and focused 
on working hard to suc-
ceed. 

In what ways have you 
changed or remained the 
same since your participa-
tion in EOF? After partici-
pating in the EOF program I 
have realized that I pay 
more attention detail, and 
I’m not ashamed to ask for 
help when needed. 

What are memorable mo-
ments you have had with 
EOF? The most memorable 
moment I had with EOF 

was the Awards Dinner. It 
really made me feel like I 
accomplished something 
and encouraged me to con-
tinue working hard to 
achieve my goals. 

When you are not studying 
and engaging academic 
life, how do you spend your 
free time? When I’m not 
studying or engaging in 
academic life I spend most 
of my time working, volun-
teering at my church, or 
spending quality time with 
my family and friends.  

EOF Senior Spotlight— 

Cristian Aroca 
What are your plans after 
graduation? My plans after 
graduation are straight for-
ward. I am transferring to a 
four-year institution in pur-
sue of my bachelor degree, 
and then a master’s in edu-
cation and fine arts. 

How has County College of 
Morris and EOF prepared 
you for life after college? 
Since the moment I be-
came part of EOF, I knew I 
was going to obtain all the 
tools necessary in order to 
succeed at CCM. EOF 
helped me with academic 
and emotional support 
when I needed it. 

Now that you are ap-
proaching graduation, 
what do you claim as your 
most important asset as 
you enter the workforce 
and the world? Responsibil-
ity and work ethic are the 
two most important assets 
I obtained throughout my 
years at CCM. 

What role has the EOF pro-
gram played in your aca-
demic, personal, and pro-
fessional development? EOF 
is like my second family. 
They guided me when se-
lecting my classes, or when 
I just needed to talk to 
someone. They have been 
there for me.  

What things have motivat-
ed you to continue striving 
for academic success and 
professional growth? My 
family is my motivation, 
and fuel to always do my 
best and to keep going.  

What advice or message 
would you like to leave to 
current and/or future EOF 
student? Do not be afraid 
to ask for help when you 
need it. Everybody here 
wants you to succeed!.  

What motivated you to get 
involved in student life ini-
tially? What can you say 
about students getting in-
volved? I wanted to get the 

“college experience” so this 
motivated me to become 
part of the EOF Alliance 
and the Art club.  I would 
say,   “Go get involved in 
clubs!” It looks really good 
on your college applica-
tions, and you will meet a 
lot of interesting people. 

What would you say is your 
philosophy in life? The real-
ity in life is that one is go-

Continued on page 4 
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EOF Senior Spotlight— 

(Continued) 
ing to make mistakes. How-
ever, it is our responsibility 
as educated individuals to 
learn from them and move 
on.  

In what ways have you 
changed or remained the 
same since your participa-
tion in the EOF Summer 
Orientation Program? Eve-

rybody changes throughout 
college even though you 
don’t even notice. I be-
came more responsible 
with my school work and 
realized that education was 
my only path to a better 
future. 

What are memorable mo-
ments you have had with 

EOF?  I really liked the EOF 
summer orientation. I met 
a lot of great people, and 
made new friends. 

When you are not studying 
and engaging academic 
life, how do you spend your 
free time? I love to paint 
and draw, therefore most 
of my free time I spend 

doing these two activities. 

Would you like to add any-
thing else? Be responsible 
with your school work and 
always do the best you can. 
Trust me, this will open 
doors! 

EOF AESNJ March Events 

Henry Rincon, Daniel Hilton & 
Tuyen Nugyen (Teddy Bear Table) 

Johanny Toro, Pam Marcenao—EOF Direc-
tor, Michael Kelly and Beth Pinajian—EOF 

Counselor (Wall of WPU Campus Visit) 

T he Alliance made their 
usual presence at the 
Welcome Bash Campus 

Life Club and Organization Fair 
in the Student Center on Tues, 

Feb. 4, serving free 
cotton candy and 
getting the word out 
about EOF. The ma-

chine was quite a challenge 
this time, as strands of sugary 
‘hair’ got on everyone who 
dared to try to make the 
sticky treat! Thank you to all 
the students who braved the 
wild machine that day!! 

The EOF field trip to tour Wil-
liam Paterson University on 
Friday, Feb. 21 went well with 
two students attending and 
learning about the campus, 
academic programs and trans-

fer information. It was nice 
that it wasn’t a snowy day! 

The teddy bear 
donation table at 
the rescheduled 
Teddy Bear Factory 
event of Feb. 27 

went very well again this year, 
with students collecting new 
stuffed animals for donation 
to children in local hospitals 
suffering with severe illnesses.  
Many passing by just donated 
the cost of making a bear and 
the EOF students went to 
work stuffing them. This year, 
there were cute ducks and  
bunnies besides two types of 
teddy bears. In total, 16 
stuffed animals were donat-
ed! Thanks to the volunteers 
who picked the most fun com-

munity service opportunity 
we offer! 

Upcoming future 
plans are for a 

Bake n’ food 
sale on Thurs, 
March 27, 

to raise funds for the EOF 
Transfer Scholarship. They 
hope to offer empanadas 
again as these have been very 
popular in the past. Volun-
teers are needed to staff the 
table and make baked goods 
for the sale. Sign up in EOF. 

Also, new, wrapped 
items are now 
being collected 
for the 7th Annu-
al Tricky Tray on 
April 28. Things like candles, 
photo frames, scented soap 
and bath products, new toys, 

gourmet tea and coffees are 
some that have been donated 
in the past. Some stores have 
donated gift cards which are 
welcome too. Students will 
then help wrap baskets with 
the donated items during a 
meeting in April. In addition, 
students are encouraged to 
visit local merchants they fre-
quent requesting donations of 
items or gift cards, and in re-
turn offering them free adver-
tising in the EOF Awards Din-
ner Program, and on the bas-
kets themselves. Students 
have been supplied with a 
special letter for merchants 
that helps explain the EOF 
program and the 
use of the pro-
ceeds of this an-
nual fundraiser. 

Marco Garcia and Tuyen Nugyen 
(Club Fair) 



5 

 

 

March—Workshops 
When What Where 

Tuesday, March 4 
12:30 PM—1:45 PM 

Avoiding Identity Theft* 
Host-Wells Fargo Hands-On Banking 

Student Community Center 
Davidson Room A (SCC 234A) 

Wednesday, March 5 
11:00 AM—12:15 PM 

Honing Time Management Skills 
(A repeat of February 12) 

Cohen Hall, Room CH 271 
(Bring Workshop Form) 

Thursday, March 6 
12:30 PM—1:30 PM 

AESNJ Alliance Meeting 
(Workshop Credit) 

EOF Office, CH 211 
(Refreshments) 

Tuesday, March 18 
2:00 PM—3:15 PM 

Career Choices 
Are you sure about our career goal? 

Cohen Hall, Room CH 151 
(Bring Workshop Form) 

Wednesday, March 19 
12:00 PM—1:00 PM 

Express Learn N’ Chew—15 Minutes 
“How to Talk to Your Professor” 

EOF Office, Room CH 211 
(Refreshments) 

Thursday, March 20 
12:30 PM—1:30 PM 

AESNJ Alliance Meeting 
(Workshop Credit) 

EOF Office, CH 211 
(Refreshments) 

Thursday, March 20 
12:30—1:45 PM 

Transfer 101 Henderson Hall, HH 212 
(Bring Workshop Form) 

Tuesday, March 25 
2:00 PM—3:00 PM 

Get Free From Anxiety* 
Find ways that work for you 

Student Community Center 
Davidson Room A (SCC 234A) 

Wednesday, March 26 
12:30 PM—1:45 PM 

The Art Of Being The Teacher’s Pet Student Community Center 
Rooms SCC 221 & SCC 233 
(Bring Workshop Form) 

SUN MON TUE WED  THU FRI  SAT  

      1 

2 3 4 
Avoiding Identify Theft 

12:30 PM, SCC 234A 

5 
Honing Time Mgmt. Skills 

11:00 AM, CH 271 

6 
Alliance Meeting 

12:30 PM, EOF Office 

7 8 

9 
 

10 11 
 

12 
 

13 14 15 

16 17 18 
Career Choices 

2:00 PM, CH 151 

19 
Express Learn N’ Chew 

12:00 PM, EOF Office 

20 
 

 

21 22 

23 24 25 
Get Free From Anxiety 

2:00 PM, SCC 234A 

26 
The Art Of Being The Teacher’s 

Pet, 12:30 PM, SCC 221 & 233 

27 
Bake N’ Food Sale 

10:00 AM, B Café Alcove 

28 29 

30 31  
 

   

MMARCHARCH  ——  20142014  
* Door Prize & Giveaways 

Transfer Fair, 10:00 AM, SCC 118 

Alliance Mtg. 12:30 PM, EOF Office 

Transfer 101, 12:30 PM, HH 212 
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Counselor’s ClipboardCounselor’s Clipboard   

II MPORTANTMPORTANT   DD ATESATES ::  

 Tuesday, March 4—Avoiding Identity Theft, 12:30 PM—1:45 PM, SCC Davidson A. 

 Wednesday, March 5—Honing Time Management Skills, 11:00 AM—12:15 PM, CH 271. 

 Thursday, March 6—AESNJ Alliance Meeting, 12:30 PM—1:30 PM, EOF Office. 

 Monday, March 10—Saturday, March 15—Spring Recess! Classes resume March 17. 

 Monday, March 17—Last day to submit Summer Funding letters. 

 Tuesday, March 18—Career Choices, 2:00 PM—3:15 PM, CH 151. 

 Wednesday, March 19—Express Learn N’ Chew, 12:00 PM—1:00 PM, EOF Office. (Refreshments) 

 Thursday, March 20—Transfer Fair—10:00 AM—1:00 PM, SCC Davidson Rooms 

 Thursday, March 20—AESNJ Alliance Meeting, 12:30 PM—1:30 PM, EOF Office. 

 Thursday, March 20—Transfer 101—12:30 PM—1:45 PM, HH 212 

 Tuesday, March 25—Get Free From Anxiety, 2:00 PM—3:00 PM, SCC Davidson A. 

 Wednesday, March 26—The Art Of Being The Teacher’s Pet, 12:30 PM—1:45 PM, SCC 221 & SCC 233. 

 Thursday, March 27—Bake N’ Food Sale, 10:00 AM—3:00 PM, B Café Alcove. (Sign up to help!) 

 Tuesday, April 1—Deadline to apply to graduate August 2014. 

 Thursday, April 10—Last day to DROP classes or WITHDRAW from college. (See your 
counselor before your DROP a course.) 

    “You build on failure. You use it as a stepping stone. Close the door on the past. You 

don't try to forget the mistakes, but you don't dwell on it. You don't let it have any of 

your energy, or any of your time, or any of your space.” ― Johnny Cash  


