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Welcome to issue three of the Spring 2009 
Update, the Newsletter of the CCM Center for 
Teaching Excellence. This issue will highlight 
some of the activities within the Division of 
Academic Affairs. 
 
Interim Vice-President of Academic Affairs, 
Patrick Enright, shares the good news that 
the goals for curricula revisions have been 
met. Read about all these accomplishments 
and future goals. 
 
Each of the Deans has written about some of 
the activities and accomplishments within 
their division. CCM can certainly be proud of 
the many accomplishments, awards and 
recognitions earned this past semester by 
faculty and students.  
 

 From the Editor 
by Louise Olshan, CTE Teaching and Learning 
Program Faculty Coordinator 
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 Division of Academic Affairs 

At the start of the fall semester, I presented to the faculty the results of the report by the Middle States 
Evaluation Team and the action of the Middle States Commission as they related to curriculum and assessment.  
Goals for the achievement of curriculum revision consistent with these recommendations were set, and I am 
pleased to report that those goals have been met. 
 
Every course offered at the County College of Morris now has course-level learning outcomes.  Every degree 
program has been revised to reflect the General Education Foundation as adopted by the New Jersey Council of 
County Colleges. 
 
The tangible measure of these achievements can be observed in the compilation in each academic division 
office of Course Information Outlines that include course-level learning outcomes, the publishing of 2009-
2010 Curriculum Checksheets reflecting the adopted program for general education, and the online publication 
of an Addendum to the 2008-2010 College Catalog of all degree changes. 
 
These achievements are the result of the commitment and hard work of many faculty and staff.  It is with 
sincere appreciation that I acknowledge the work of members of the General Education Committee:  Dr. Janet 
Eber (Chair), Prof. Bonnie Murphy, Dr. Michael Parrella, Prof. Jill Schennum, Dr. Robert Weyer, Prof. Marielaine 
Mammon, Prof. Joan Monaghan, and Prof. Sharon Kapica.  Their commitment to collegiality and academic 
standards was evident throughout the process of degree revision.  The leadership and commitment to success 
of the department chairpersons and assistant chairpersons were essential to meeting the timelines and 
maintaining the collegial atmosphere that has made this project so gratifying.  The academic division deans 
provided leadership, support, and consistency at every stage of the process.   
 
Finally, I have depended greatly on the knowledge and skills of other college areas and wish to acknowledge the 
work of Diane Zitek, Roxanne Smith, Jill Wells, and Betty Bahnatka.  Each of these individuals demonstrated a 
commitment to the success of the project and remained positive and supportive as challenges arose.    
 
Our agenda going forward is to create a plan for assessment for the General Education Foundation based on 
published learning outcomes and to document how course-level learning outcomes inform our existing 
assessment approaches at the program level.   
 
I appreciate the support and encouragement shown to me by the faculty, chairs, and staff of the Academic 
Affairs Division during this academic year.  
   

 

by Patrick Enright, Interim Vice-President of Academic Affairs  
 



 

Page 3CTE Update 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It has been an exciting year with many individual and department achievements for the Division of 
Business, Mathematics, Engineering, and Technologies. 

Division of Business, Mathematics, Engineering and Technologies
by Dean Patrick Enright 
 

Business Department 
DECA: (Distributive Educational Clubs of America) held their 
annual academic competition at the County College of 
Morris on January 6, 2009.  More than 1,500 high school 
students and 250 teachers attended the event.  The annual 
competition was coordinated by Mr. John Pico, Parsippany 
Hills High School, Mr. Frank Potenza, Butler High School, 

 

along with the CCM Business Administration Program under the leadership of Professors Karen 
Wisniewski and Larry Petersen.  CCM scheduling coordinator, Janet Krall, arranged for facilities and other 
special arrangements for the event.   
 
Dr. Robert Edwards delivered the keynote address to the guests and initiates at the 2009 annual Alpha 
Beta Gamma Honor Society initiation and banquet at the Skylands restaurant on March 26, 2009.   The 
speech was entitled “An Economy in Crisis”, reviewing the causes and consequences of the financial 
turmoil of 2008-2009.   
 
Dr. Steve Kaifa was inducted as an honorary member of the Phi Theta Kappa Honor Society and 
presented the keynote address at both the fall and spring induction ceremonies.   
 
Professor Patricia Bernson has completed the Princeton Mid-Career Fellowship Program and presented a 
paper to the participants on an analysis of CCM Direct.   
 
The Hospitality Management program is hosting the High School Guidance Counselors 
Workshop/Luncheon this spring following two very successful holiday events in the fall.  We 
acknowledge the contributions of Professors Edward Pomianoski and Mark Cosgrove who devote 
considerable time and energy in creating these venues for displaying their students’ talents.  The 
program also sponsored a trip to the Culinary Institute of America in New York in conjunction with the 
Gourmet Club.  The program is also pleased to announce the approval of a new Career Certificate in 
Restaurant Management and Event Planning. 
 
The Business Department was also active in curriculum development and announces the approval of a 
new Career Certificate in Small Business Management.  While the development was a team effort, 
Professor Scott Williams played a central role in moving this certificate from concept to approval. 
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Engineering Technologies/Engineering Science 
The Engineering Technologies/Engineering Science 
Department continued its long tradition of support 
for robotics at area high schools.  On January 3, the 
local FIRST Robotics team held their Kickoff event in 
the LRC Reading Room at the County College of 
Morris.  Prof. Nial McCabe arranged the event in 
coordination with faculty at Mt. Olive High School. 

 

Prof. Meimee Persau, of CCM’s Math Department, also attended the event. Prof. Persau mentors a team of 
younger students interested in building robots and they attended the event with her.  Approximately 110 
people were in attendance. Special thanks to staff and security that assisted with the event. 
 
On Saturday, April 4, 2009 Professor Venancio Fuentes presented at the 19th Annual Pilot Forum which took 
place at Essex County Airport.   The forum,  sponsored by the North Jersey Chapter of the Ninety-Nines, is an 
annual event that provides an opportunity for members of the aviation community to hear from the “experts” 
on topics related to flight training, aviation medical exams, air traffic control, weather, insurance, and 
careers.  Professor Fuentes presented on the topic of careers in aviation. 

Information Technologies 
On October 24, 2008, CCM welcomed over 270 juniors and 
seniors from 10 different area high schools at the annual 
Technology & Beyond @ CCM 2008 event.  Sponsored by grants 
from New Jersey Natural Gas and Novartis, students 
experienced campus life at CCM and enjoyed interactive 

workshops led by several faculty and staff members.  Departments holding sessions included Biology, 
Communications, CTE, Engineering, Information Technologies, Nursing, Mathematics, Media Center, and Music.  
Workshop leaders shared with their students how leading edge technology is being incorporated in many of the 
programs offered at CCM.  CCM alumnus and Schering-Plough Scientist Zaher Shabani delivered a keynote speech 
in which he shared with participants how he “started right” at CCM.  Admissions and School Relations were also 
on hand to share admission information and Challenger program information.  
 
The Department of Information Technologies hosted the winter meeting for its State professional organization, 
the Community College Computer Consortium (4Cs) on Saturday, February 7, 2009.  Professors Nancy Binowski 
and Bonnie Murphy serve on the Board of the 4Cs.  Professor Joan Cook headlined the day’s agenda with a 
presentation entitled, Jing, Ning, and Other Good Things, which detailed many exciting Web 2.0 technologies.   
 
The department also received upgrades to several computer labs through Carl D. Perkins grant funding and have 
included Apple computer technology in its curriculum. 
 
Professor Ray Kalas has been accepted to the Princeton Mid-Career Fellowship Program for 2009-2010 and was 
granted a sabbatical for Spring 2010. 
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Mathematics Department 
On Saturday, February 7, 2009, four Mathematics 
Department faculty members attended a 
mathematics curriculum discussion at Middlesex 
County College.  Representatives from the 
mathematics departments of seventeen New Jersey 
community colleges were present.  Professors Joan 
Monaghan, Louise Olshan, Elizabeth Polen, and 

 

Doreen Sabella participated in a round-table discussion which focused on course content and transferability. 
 
The department hosted a reunion for former employees and students who have contributed to the Math 
Center and to celebrate twenty years of providing mathematics support to CCM students through the Math 
Center. 
 
Professor Elizabeth Polen retires at the end of the 2008-2009 academic year and all in the Mathematics 
Department wish her well and thank her for 30 years of contributions to the students of CCM and the 
mathematics community. 
 
Professor and Chairperson Joan Monaghan provided support to the BMET division throughout the 2008-2009 
academic year serving in the role of Acting Dean. 
 
Professor Joan Monaghan and Ms. Michelle Roe are coordinating the 15th annual Women Who Dare Conference 
that is being held on May 8.  The program encourages and enlightens young female high school students to a 
variety of high-wage, high-skill, non-traditional careers and assists them in exploring diverse fields, making 
non-traditional opportunities a realistic choice for the future.  Ms. Jacqueline DeVore, Attorney at Law, NY, 
Department of Education and former Assistant District Attorney, Bronx County, NY is the keynote speaker.  
The following faculty and staff will be presenting workshops: Professors Nial McCabe, Patricia Tamburelli, John 
Klages, Meimee Persau, Louise Olshan, Roger McCoach, Mark Cosgrove, Nancy Binowski, Jeffrey Jones, Edward 
Pomianoski, Ray Kalas, Susan Miller, and Scott Williams along with staff members Alicia Harris, Ian Colquhoun, 
and Chris Fenwick. 

Center for Academic Support and Enrichment and Center for 
Assessment and Learning 
During the past three years, the Center for Assessment and 
Learning (CAL) has handled the proctoring of exams for online 
and hybrid courses.  During this time period, the number of 
proctored exams has continuously grown.  In order to meet this 
increasing demand, while maintaining the current staffing level, 
an online appointment system was launched during the fall 
semester.  The system allows students to schedule testing 
appointments from any web accessible computer at any time of 
the day.  When an appointment is made, a confirmation e-mail 
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 is sent to the student. In addition, students can cancel or change their appointment using the same 
system.  During the fall semester 1,318 appointments were made using the system.  Student surveys of 
the system have been highly positive.  In addition, students have indicated that they find the system easy 
to use and they like how it is constantly available. 

Planetarium 
The Planetarium project is moving forward with 
the announcement of $600,000 in donations and 
grant funding now secured.  Architectural 
consultation is underway and the final review of 
new digital projection equipment is taking place. 

Finally, CTE funds are being used to support a variety of professional development initiatives for the 
following BMET Division faculty:  Professors Mark Cosgrove, Robert Gebhardt, Louise Olshan, Jorge 
Sarmiento, and Scott Williams. 
 

Division of Health and Natural Sciences

by Dean Joan Cunningham 

The faculty members of the Division of Health and Natural Sciences are committed to outstanding 
teaching and dedicated to seeking new knowledge, ideas, and practices to meet the students’ needs.  To 
enhance teaching effectiveness, faculty participated in conferences, workshops, regional meetings, and 
student field trips and competitions.   
 

Allied Health 
Seniors from the Radiography Program accompanied by 
Chairperson Denise Vill’Neuve attended the New Jersey 
Society of Radiologic Technologists (NJSRT) Annual 
Meeting in Atlantic City.  The meeting was devoted to the 
presentation of programs that address professional issues 
in imaging and education.  Additionally, the Student X-ray Bowl and the technical exhibits offered 
informal learning experiences for students.  CCM student, Jessica Skorski, placed first in the final round 
of the Emma Wolfe Memorial Student X-ray Bowl.  Two of the five CCM Radiography teams placed in the 
technical exhibit poster displays.  First place winners for the exhibit, What Are You Bringing Home?, 
were Misty Armenti, Jon Klejmont, Jeffrey Willner, and Shawn McKenna.  With the technical exhibit, 
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There is More to Your Head Than Your Brain, Shaun Keller, Daniel Ursitti, John Castano, and Kevin 
McFarquhar earned a second place.  Approximately 200 radiography students from fourteen New Jersey 
programs participated in the competitions. 
 
Respiratory Therapy Program Coordinator, Professor Dianne Adams, hosted an orientation for individuals 
interested in a career in respiratory therapy.  Participants discovered why respiratory therapists are a vital 
part of the health care team in the home, physician’s office, and hospital.  A career in respiratory therapy 
can cover a wide range of practices from basic care to critical and emergency care.  Participants learned 
about the program’s educational requirements, the current job market, and why the demand for 
respiratory therapists is growing. They also learned about licensing requirements and professional 
organizations.   
 
Students in the professional phase of the Respiratory Therapy Program together with Professor Adams 
attended a lecture series at Bergen Community College.  Topics included High Frequency Oscillation  
presented by Sensor Medics, The Role of Airway Humidification presented by Fischer Paycal, and 
Professionalism presented by Cardinal Health.  
 
Professor Adams completed a chapter revision for the 2nd edition of Foundations of Respiratory Care, 
Delmar Cengage Learning Publications.  The chapter is entitled “Humidity and Aerosol Therapy.” 
 

Biology/Chemistry 
The Department of Biology and Chemistry has announced 
that The American Chemical Society (ACS), Chemical 
Technology Program Approval Service (CTPAS), has 
accredited the CCM Chemical Technology #3450, Chemical 
Technology-Environmental Science Option #3451, and the 
Biotechnology #3330 programs through 2012.  ACS-
approved chemical technology programs combine academic 
excellence and in-depth practical experience. 

Professor Maria Isaza attended the Annual Faculty Best Practices Showcase:  Integrating Technology into 
Teaching and Learning sponsored by NJEDge.Net and the College of Saint Elizabeth.   At the Showcase, 
faculty from throughout New Jersey presented uses of technology and new instructional methodologies.   
A range of new applications and learning activities for face-to-face, hybrid, and fully online courses was 
presented.  The goal of the presentations was to encourage other faculty attendees to employ innovative 
teaching methods and technologies in their courses. 
 
Professor Anthony DiStasio attended the 7th Annual Forensic Science Symposium at Cedar Crest College in 
Allentown, Pennsylvania, sponsored by the Forensic Science Student Organization of Cedar Crest College.  
High profile crimes in the headlines and popular culture fascination with the process of crime scene 
investigation are leading to expanding job opportunities and record student interest in forensic science.  A 
variety of forensic science notables from around the nation participated in this year’s symposium, which 
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had a “women in forensic science” theme.  Speakers for the Forensic Science Symposium included Dr. JoAnn 
Buscaglia from the FBI Research Laboratory, Cordelia Willis from the Santa Clara County Crime Laboratory in 
California, and Ellen Chapman from the Illinois State Police Forensic Science Center in Chicago.  Noted author 
and scientist Max Houck from West Virginia University spoke on how forensic science is used as a gateway 
for women to enter careers in science. 
 
Lab Assistant Jason Hudzik attended the 27th Regional Meeting on Kinetics and Dynamics at the University of 
Massachusetts, Amherst, Massachusetts, with attendees from University of Massachusetts, NJIT, Smith, MIT, 
Williams, Wadsworth Center, University of Albany, and Trinity College.  Current research on the kinetics and 
dynamics of a range of systems including combustion, catalysts, mechanisms, and exchange membranes 
was presented. 
 
Dr. James B. Crabbe traveled to Dubuque, Iowa, to attend the McGraw-Hill Anatomy and Physiology Digital 
Symposium.  The purpose of the symposium was to explore Anatomy and Physiology digital teaching trends, 
exchange ideas and best practices, and help guide McGraw-Hill in the creation of new digital tools for 
Anatomy and Physiology.  These interactive experiences with faculty from across the nation will assist Mc-
Graw-Hill in developing educational products to meet the teaching needs for the future.   
 
Dr. John Berger had a full paper accepted by the scientific journal, Assay and Drug Development 
Technologies.  The paper was titled “A Sensitive Coupled HPLC/Electrospray Mass Spectrometry Assay for 
SPM-1 Metallo-�-Lactamase Inhibitors”.  In addition to CCM Professor Berger, the authors were Peggy 
Sanchez, Janice Thomas, and Jeffrey Toney. 
 

Health, Exercise Science, and Dance 
Professor JoAnn Staugaard-Jones, Adjunct Professor Trayer 
Run Kowzun, and the students of the CCM Dance program 
participated in the 2009 American College Dance Festival 
Association's Northeast Regional Conference at Penn State 
University.  Over 30 colleges and universities were 
represented with approximately 500 people in attendance.  
Professors Jones and Run Kowzun taught master classes.  The CCM students were adjudicated with the 
highest acclaim, and once again CCM was one of the few community colleges honored. 
 
MOMIX Dance Theatre offered a master class to the CCM community.  Known internationally for presenting 
work of exceptional inventiveness and physical beauty, MOMIX is a company of dancer-illusionists under the 
direction of Moses Pendleton.  For over 25 years, MOMIX has been celebrated for its ability to conjure up a 
world of surrealistic images using props, light, shadow, humor, and the human body.  The Mayo Center for 
the Performing Arts in Morristown and the CCM Dance program were co-sponsors of this event. 
 
A full day of workshops and performances was held by the CCM Dance Program.  High school students from 
the area attended classes, showed works in progress from their schools, and were treated to a performance 
by the CCM Dance Theatre. 
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The CCM Dance Theatre performed “40 Years of CCM Dance” for its annual spring concert.  ‘A retrospective 
of works’ featuring dances that won the International Dance Festival in Prague in 2001 and Hawaii in 2007, 
as well as new dances were presented. 
 
Professor Jo Ann Staugaard-Jones has been offered a contract to republish her 2007 MnM’s (And I Don’t 
Mean Chocolate…):  A Muscle and Movement Handbook.  The new publisher is Lotus Publishing of the UK, 
a company owned by North Atlantic Books and Random House.  The new title, The Anatomy of Exercise 
and Movement, will be out in fall 2009.  The book is about muscles and movement, written for anyone 
interested in learning about the human body, how it works, and what can be done to improve it. 
 
Professor Michael Paul served on the committee conducting the 40th Anniversary five-kilometer road race.   
Professor Paul designed the 5K course and had it certified by New Jersey USA Track and Field.   
 

Landscape and Horticultural Technology 
Professor Craig Tolley attended the 33rd Annual 
Green Expo Turf and Landscape Conference at the 
Trump Taj Mahal in Atlantic City.  The Expo is a 
science-based conference and trade show that 
provides education, business, fellowship, and 
environmental stewardship opportunities in 
partnership with The Center for Turfgrass Science at 
Rutgers University.  The Expo’s comprehensive 
educational program is the source for the Green 
Industry to obtain cutting edge information for 
today’s competitive economy.  Programs delivered case studies, industry trends, and “how to” applications and 
tactics.  The trade show is one of the largest Green Industry events in the tri-state area with over two hundred 
exhibitors showing new products and services.   
 
Professor Jan-Marie Traynor became a member of the Somerset County Vocational Technical School (SCVTS) 
Landscape and Horticultural Technology Advisory Committee and attended a meeting of the committee.  SCVTS 
has expressed an interest in developing an articulation agreement with CCM.  Professor Traynor has also been 
asked to serve on the Advisory Committee for the Passaic County Technical Institute’s Horticulture Program.  
The institution is also interested in developing an articulation agreement. 
 
Chairperson Traynor was selected to represent New Jersey at the Agriculture Education Leadership Summit in 
Indianapolis, Indiana.  The Summit focused on legislative action taken in a number of states to strengthen 
agricultural education, identify alternative methods of providing state level leadership for agricultural 
education, and study alternative models for delivering agricultural education.  Professor Traynor served as 
facilitator for the opening question and answer session. 
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 The Department of Landscape and Horticultural Technology and a team of Rutgers New Jersey Agricultural 
Experiment Station (NJAES) Cooperative Extension County Agricultural Agents co-hosted the North Jersey 
Ornamental Horticulture Symposium which brought over 1000 landscape professionals to CCM for three 
days of meetings.   Professor Traynor was the opening speaker on Landscape Day with a presentation 
entitled Technology and the Landscape Professional.  The educational programs were aimed at 
professionals in the green industry and featured speakers who are leading experts from Cooperative 
Extension, state government, and private industry.  Featured topics included organic turf management 
practices and controlling turfgrass diseases, new technology and landscape professionals, New Jersey 
pesticide regulations update, and plant health care. 
 
The New Jersey Nursery and Landscape Association Conference and Trade Show at the Garden State Exhibit 
Center in Somerset, New Jersey, attracted approximately 6,000 landscape professionals over two days and 
featured talks by leaders in the horticulture field as well as over 100 vendor booths.  In addition to having a 
booth at the conference, Professor Traynor coordinated the donation of all excess plant materials from the 
Trade Show for Morris Habitat for Humanity.  The plants are being planted this spring and represent a 
donation of plants to landscape two to three Habitat Homes. 
 
CCM graduate and Landscape and Horticultural Technology student Tina Yotka is currently featured at 
RealMorris.com in an article, “What's Greener than a Garden?  A Green Garden.”  Tina recently started her 
own Randolph business, Demeter Designs LLC, and specializes in environmentally sensitive designs.  She is 
also certified by Rutgers University to design, install, and maintain rain gardens.  Rain gardens act as filters 
by collecting rain water that is filtered and reused on plants. These drip-irrigation systems can eliminate 
the use of sprinkler systems.   
 
Thirteen Landscape and Horticultural students accompanied by Professors Traynor and Tolley traveled to 
Pomona, California, to attend the Professional Landcare Network (PLANET) 2009 Student Career Days.  The 
annual event drew thousands of students enrolled in horticulture programs from more than 50 colleges and 
universities across the country.  Students had the opportunity to compete in events that were directly 
related to the skills necessary for a career in the green industry.  The event also offered a Career Fair which 
gave the students the opportunity to meet prospective employers in the industry and discuss employment 
opportunities.  CCM students did an outstanding job and demonstrated their talents and abilities.  LHT 
Student Chris Backshall placed 5th in the country and Bill Bruer placed 19th qualifying both for PLANET Super 
Star status, while first-time attendee Ted Kozlosky placed 38th despite competing in just four events.  Ted 
Kozlosky also finished 2nd in Compact Excavator Operation; the team of David Los and Ted Kozlosky 
finished 2nd in Wood Construction; and the team of Chris Backshall, Bill Bruer, and Dan Coiro finished 2nd  in 
Landscape Plant Installation.  

On behalf of the National Council for Agricultural Education, Professor Traynor traveled to Clifton Park, New 
York, to attend a meeting with Project Lead the Way (PLTW) staff.  PLTW has successfully developed and 
implemented an inquiry based pre-engineering curriculum in high schools in all 50 states.  The purpose of 
the meeting was to develop an agreement to have PLTW collaborate with the Council on the development of 
an inquiry-based Agricultural Science curriculum.  A preliminary agreement was developed. 
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Professor Laura Parker attended a conference sponsored by the Center for Theological and Spiritual 
Development at the College of Saint Elizabeth for healthcare practitioners and administrators entitled 
Spirituality and Healthcare: A Moral and Faith-Filled Enterprise.  The day's focus was to offer a time of 
personal renewal for healthcare practitioners and administrators, skills in personal practice, and visions for 
institutional leadership where meaning, values, and relationships are honored as an integral part of a 
curriculum for wellness.  Sessions were presented by nurse educators from around the country.  Professor 
Parker also attended the 4th Annual On Course National Conference in Raleigh, North Carolina, where 
learner-centered strategies that actively engage students, empowering them to become active, responsible 
learners were the focus. 
 
Professor Kathleen M. Horan, MSN, APN-C, Assistant Chair and Weekend Program Coordinator, submitted 
an article for publication in Nursing Education Perspectives.  The article entitled, “Using the Human Patient 
Simulator to Foster Critical Thinking in Critical Situations,” appeared in the January/February 2009 issue.  
Using mini-scenarios on the human patient simulator, faculty members can foster critical thinking and 
expose students to critical situations in a non-threatening environment.  An example of one such scenario, 
using an oncology patient with hypercalcemia and ventricular tachycardia, is outlined in Professor Horan’s 
article. 
 
Professors Patricia Baxter, Vivek Agnihotri, Kathleen Prokop, and Gus Gonzales attended a two-day 
conference, Curriculum in Nursing Education, at Mercer County Community College.  Through presentation, 
small group activities, and discussion, the faculty learned to incorporate evidence and conceptual-based 
pedagogy into curriculum redesign and evaluation.  Content included curriculum requirements, test bank 
question development, and strategies to graduate successful new nurses.  The conference speaker, Donna 
Ignatavicius, provided curriculum development consultation and continuing education to faculty preparing 
students for RN licensure.   
 
Professor Linda Lens attended the New Jersey League for Nursing Regional Workshop on E-Learning for 
Nurse Educators in Atlantic City.  The workshop provided an opportunity for nurse educators to synthesize 
E-learning principles and practices.  The presentation explored E-learning as a creative strategy which 
enables nursing educators to reach increased numbers of nursing students by facilitating access to courses 

Nursing 
The Nursing Pinning Ceremony was held in the Dragonetti 
Auditorium.  Sixty-one graduates were honored by college 
administrators, professors, family, and friends.  Three of 
the graduates are honor students.  The Pinning Ceremony 
is a rite of passage into the nursing profession.  It signifies 
the acceptance of the responsibilities of the practice of 
Nursing and the educational preparation of the graduate.  
Graduates will now prepare to take the National Council 
Licensure Examination-Registered Nurse (NCLEX-RN). 
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and enhancing schedule flexibility. Participants had an opportunity to compare and contrast available 
technological tools and software utilized in E-learning.  The final segment of the workshop explored 
online testing and conducting reviews using technology as compared with more traditional learning 
strategies. 
 
Chairperson Leo-Felix Jurado of the Department of Nursing attended the 12th Annual New Jersey Nursing 
Convention co-hosted by the New Jersey State Nurses Association and New Jersey League for Nursing in 
Atlantic City.  This year’s theme was Nurses Empowered Through Knowledge and Experience.  Seminar 
topics included “The Value of Vulnerability Assessment: Profiling Violence Following Disciplinary Action or 
Termination Proceedings,” “Health Care Reform from a National and State Perspective,” and “Experience the 
Impact from Clinical Teacher to Academic Educator.”  In addition, Professor Jurado provided an update 
from the Board of Nursing during the convention’s opening session. 
 
Professor Gustavo Gonzales coordinated the Diversity Committee presentation, The Diverse Voices of 
Success.  The panel led by Professors Leo-Felix Jurado, Linda Lens, and Gustavo Gonzales discussed how 
coming from a diverse background can be a positive, how to overcome obstacles to achieve success, and 
the challenges and rewards of success. 
 
Irma Velásquez-Kressner, RN, CCM Nursing graduate of May 2001 and student in Thomas Edison State 
College's School of Nursing, wrote a short story which was selected for publication in the anthology Final 
Moments: Nurses' Stories about Death and Dying, which was released in January by Kaplan Publishing.  Her 
story describes her encounter with 'Bette' (fictitious name to comply with HIPAA) during one of her 12-
hour shifts as a cardiac telemetry nurse in a progressive care unit at Saint Clare’s Hospital in Denville.  The 
patient was a 68-year-old Eucharist minister whose buoyant disposition concealed a serious condition.  
Velásquez-Kressner’s contributing chapter does not dwell on the despairing side of terminal illness but 
speaks to the unwavering celebration of life she shares with her patients.  Her story is a tribute to her 
patient, Bette, and the family and friends that rallied around her during the closing months of her illness. 
 

One Final Note 
The Division of Health and Natural Sciences is proud to 
share our exciting future plans in facility growth and 
renovations.  Beginning spring semester, the Academic 
Science Labs and Nursing Labs will undergo renovation.   
Work has been scheduled to minimize impacting the 
academic functions of these departments.  Plans are also 
underway for renovation of the Agricultural Technology 
Building.  This investment in our facilities will create a 
state-of-the art learning environment for our students and 
further enhance the teaching of the dedicated faculty in 
the Division. 
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Division of Liberal Arts 
by Interim Dean Keith Smith 
 
The spring semester has been very exciting in the Division of Liberal Arts.  Faculty have been actively 
involved in many projects.   
 

Department of English and Philosophy 
Dr. Maryanne Garbowsky has written several articles 
for various publications.  They include: 
 

 A review of “Wild Night,” a short story by 
Joyce Carol Oates for the Emily Dickinson 
International Bulletin, published fall 2008 

 A review of “’Sordid and Sacred’ Rembrandt’s 
Etchings” at the Morris Museum for the New 
York Print Club, for a summer 2009 release 

 A review “’Sordid and Sacred’” for the Journal of the Print World, for a spring 2009 
release 

 A review of A Summer of Hummingbirds by Christopher Benfey for the Emily Dickinson 
International Bulletin, to be released in fall 2009 

 
Dr. Kalyan Ray attended a conference at Portland State University to make a presentation 
concerning his novel, Eastwords.  
 
Dr. Dorothy Hollowell was selected by students from CCM’s Horizons program to receive the 
“Above and Beyond” Award for “exceptional teaching and willingness to go ‘above and beyond’
the call of duty to support the efforts of students who learn differently.”  During Women’s 
History Month, Dr. Hollowell was honored by the Calvary Baptist Church in Morristown for her 
many accomplishments at CCM, in the community, and in the church.  The pastor publicly 
acknowledged her hard work, for which she received a dozen roses, a plaque, and a gift 
certificate.  In addition, Dr. Hollowell’s article, “My Journey to Washington,” was published in 
the Morristown Green newspaper this past January. 
 
As part of a CTE Faculty Development program, Dr. Kenneth Shouler who has authored several 
well known books, such as, Total Basketball:  The Ultimate Basketball Encyclopedia and The 
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 Real 100 Best Baseball Players of All Time…and Why!, made a presentation to other faculty through the 
CCM Center for Teaching Excellence on Baseball and Steroids and how the issue relates to ethics in the 
classroom.  His presentation was informative and thought provoking.   

Professor Laura Gabrielsen and Retired Professor Jerry Luboff are currently participating in the Leisure 
Learning program.   Leisure Learning is a lecture series sponsored by the Bernards Township Library.  
Each is doing four presentations.   Jerry Luboff is covering the topic of poetry and Laura Gabrielsen is 
discussing John Cheever’s short stories.  In addition, Professor Gabrielsen has begun a three-lecture 
series on John Cheever for the Summit Community School. 
 
Professor Sandy Zulauf recently attended the Association of Writers and Writing Programs Convention in 
Chicago, Illinois, to present his newest book of poems, Where Time Goes.   
 
Dr. Steve Levy has made several presentations this academic year.  In the fall he was part of the Leisure 
Learning Series at Basking Ridge, where he read and discussed, “Moving Tales from the Muslim, Hindu, 
and Chinese Traditions.”  Also in the fall semester, sponsored by CTE, he presented “Folk Tales from the 
Muslim, Hindu, and Buddhist Traditions” to the college community.  His most recent presentation was on 
“Islam’s Connections with Christianity and Judaism,” at Caldwell College.  Dr. Levy was recently selected 
for inclusion in the 2009 edition of the “Marquis’ Who’s Who in America.” 
 
Dr. Matthew Jones was recently asked to present a paper, Adapting Comic Art to Film, at the 2009 
National Popular Culture and American Culture Associations Conference, in New Orleans.  He received 
very positive feedback from several other conference participants.  For example, a Miami University 
professor was fascinated and plans to use Dr. Jones’ paper as the structural framework for his future 
examinations of adaptations.   
 

Dr. Shouler and co-author, Susai Anthony, have 
completed a new book, The Everything Hinduism 
Book, which will be published this year.  The book
follows The Everything Book of Understanding 
Philosophy, published in 2008.  Dr. Shouler first 
developed an interest in Hinduism through the 
music of the Beatles and George Harrison.   His 
next publication will be The Everything Book of 
World Religions, with an anticipated publication 
date of 2010. 
 
Dr. Shouler will also be attending the New England 
Colloquium in Early Modern Philosophy at Harvard 
University, in Massachusetts, at the end of May. 
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 On April 18th, The Youngtown Edition was honored with a first place award for General Excellence for Two-
Year Colleges and second place for Layout and Design, from the New Jersey Better College Newspaper 
Contest.  The contest evaluates New Jersey journalists, including writing, illustrations, and photography.  
Lynn Frauenpreis, a CCM Journalism student and Youngtown Edition contributor, reported that there were 
ratings done on twelve individual staff member categories and two categories for the newspaper itself.  All 
entries were judged by professional journalists from major newspapers throughout the state.  
 
Professor Matthew Ayres is the adviser to The Youngtown Edition.  Articles to the newspaper are written by 
Journalism students from Dr. Noel Robinson’s classes.  Both are proud of the work their students have 
done.  Awards include: 
  

  Biography/ Personality Profile  
 First Place: Diego Ortiz 

Column/Opinion Writing  
 First Place: Frank Blaha 

Sports Writing  
 First Place: Mariya Abedi 

Editorial Cartoon/Artistic Story Illustration  
 Second Place: Shelley Kays  
 Third Place: Kelly Lackner 

Sports Photography  
 Third Place: Frank Blaha 

Feature Writing  
 Honorable Mention: David Arnao 

   
 
On April 22nd, with support from the Center for Teaching Excellence, a “Night of Poetry and Jazz” featuring 
readings by Professor Sander Zulauf and music by Dr. Jose Bevia, Professor Todd Collins, and Dr. Richard 
Gradone was held in the LRC Reading Room.  It was a fantastic night which everyone present enjoyed. 
 

Languages and ESL Department 
Professors James Hart and Emily Hagadorn presented 
workshops entitled “Gaining Awareness and Implementing 
Strategies in the Multicultural Classroom” and 
“Multicultural Classroom:  More Case Studies and 
Strategies” through the Center for Teaching Excellence.  
The programs provided insights on identifying and 
problem-solving intercultural challenges in the 
classroom.  More teachers are beginning to face the 
challenge of teaching a new generation of students who 
hail from all over the world.  Successful teaching in the 
multicultural classroom entails knowledge of how other 
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cultures communicate as well as awareness of one’s own communication style.  The seminars also provided 
an overview of verbal and nonverbal communication across cultures and offered strategies for dealing with 
intercultural communication challenges in the classroom. 

 

On April 21st, the Languages and ESL Department held a “Coffee Hour” for colleagues and students.  The 
speaker was Joel Aronson.  His topic was “Americans Learning Chinese.”  The “Coffee Hours” are held each 
semester and provide an informal and comfortable setting in which to discuss a variety of issues.   
 

Psychology and Education Department 
Professor Ric Wynn recently attended the “Better 
Brains/Better Bodies” Seminar.  The presentations dealt with 
a variety of issues and how the relationship between a 
healthy body and brain affects the aging process. 
 
Congratulations is due to Professor John Williford who was 
selected Educator of the Year by the Office of EOF.   
 

History, Political Science and Criminal Justice Department
Professor Mark Washburne presented a lecture in honor of 
the Lincoln Bicentennial Birthday Celebration on February 
12th.  Abraham Lincoln was the 16th President of the 
United States and led the country through a terrible Civil 
War, kept the Union together, and emerged as one of the 
most revered figures in American history. 

Professor Washburne also met a personal goal this semester.  He has been running every day for more 
than 7,000 consecutive days.  The local papers did a comprehensive spread detailing his 
accomplishments and the Channel 9 television news picked up the story and sent a reporter to visit one 
of his classes.  His story was featured on the April 8th News.  Congratulations to Mark on his continued 
running success. 
 
Along with the Offices of Campus Life and Special Events, the History, Political Science and Criminal 
Justice Department sponsored a lecture by Dr. Costas Panagopoulos, “100 Days and Counting: President 
Barack Obama and the 2008 Election Mandate.”  Dr. Panagopoulos is an Assistant Professor of Political 
Science at Fordham University and Director of the Center for Electoral Politics and Democracy at the 
university.  He also served on Hillary Clinton’s senatorial staff while she was the junior senator from 
New York.  Dr. Panagopoulos is an expert on campaigns and elections, voting behavior, public opinion 
and campaign finance.   
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Department of Music 
Dr. Jose Bevia’s composition, B’s Nightmare, was selected as a 
finalist to the 2009 Artez Jazz Composition Contest.  The 
selection was made from 31 submissions from all over the world. 
Dr. Bevia will be traveling to Amsterdam at the end of May to 
attend rehearsals and the performance.  The winner will get a 
prize of 2,500 Euros.   
 
In June, 2009, through professional development funding from 
the Center for Teaching Excellence, Dr. Jose Bevia will travel to 
Prague to record his symphony with the Moravian Philharmonic 
Orchestra.    

In February, Professor Todd Collins coordinated a couple of presentations geared to his Music Recording 
students.   He was pleasantly surprised to see several visitors from the community attend both events as well.  
The first speaker was Alison Goessling, a full-time live sound engineer.  Her presentation incorporated photos 
and recordings of live shows.  She explained the variety of “gigs” a sound engineer might work on – from 
major festivals (i.e. the Newport Jazz Festival) to small jobs (i.e. a golf tournament) - and the importance of 
providing appropriate support to both.   
 
Mark Salamone, part owner of the Barbershop Studios, located in Lake Hopatcong, brought with him the 
legendary producer/engineer, Ron St. Germain.  Mark Salamone began by describing how he started in the 
music business.  He told the audience, “Don’t be afraid to ask for the money” and he explained comparisons 
between “the long tail” approaches used by Amazon.com and the “get a hit” approach used by major labels.  
Ron St. Germain talked about his background and explained the difficulties students might face in the 
industry.  For many in the audience it was a “reality check” because not everyone will become famous.   
 
On April 15th, Dr. Richard Gradone and the CCM Jazz Ensemble performed at Headquarters Plaza in 
Morristown.  On April 24th, as part of the 40th Anniversary Gala, music was provided by Dr. Jose Bevia.  On April 
30th, the Cabaret Musical Theatre students, directed by Professor Marielaine Mammon, performed at the 
Guidance Counselors’ Workshop.  And on April 30th, Dr. Jose Bevia and Professor Chris Nam performed at the 
Chamber Ensemble Concert.   
 
From Performing Arts, Professor Marielaine Mammon brought us Rodgers and Hammerstein’s Cinderella.  This 
was Professor Mammon’s 65th show – with each one being better than the last.   
 
On April 29th, CCM’s Shakespeare and Company presented the drama, Never the Sinner.  The show was 
directed by Dr. Robert Cioffi.  The story dealt with two young men from affluent families who kidnap and 
brutally kill a little boy.  It was quite an intriguing show. 
 
In honor of County College of Morris’ 40th Anniversary, faculty from Performing and Visual Arts participated in 
a “Festival of the Arts” event.  It was a collaboration of Art, Music, Drama, and Dance, which began in the LRC 
Gallery with an exhibit of current work by Visual Arts’ students and faculty.   Next, the audience moved to the 
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auditorium where they were welcomed with music by Dr. Jose Bevia, Professor Todd Collins, and Dr. 
Richard Gradone.  Dr. Edward Yaw and Professor Bonnie Murphy welcomed the audience and proceeded 
with introductions.   
 
Dr. Robert Cioffi gave a review of Shakespeare and Company’s past performances.  Faculty from Dance 
then performed. From the Music Department, Professor Marielaine Mammon and Adjunct Professor 
Frederick Frey performed a Show Boat Medley.  The evening ended with a performance from Dr. John 
Gorman, Professor Emeritus, and Professor Joseph Bilotti.  The audience was spellbound. 

Visual Arts Department 
The Visual Arts Department began the spring semester by hosting a 
gallery exhibit and reception for Kathy Shaler-DeFilippis.   As the 
spring semester comes to an end, there have been four student 
portfolio exhibits and receptions held to showcase the work of the 
graduating students.  The first was on April 7th, for Photography 
Technology; the second on April 15th, for the Graphic Design students; 
the third on May 4th for the Design program and the fourth on May 7th 
for Fine Arts. 

The Visual Arts Department has hosted several presentations this semester.  Speakers for the Design 
program included,  Delia Smith, Sonya Salierno, Rachel Turney, Juliet Foster, and Catlin Rutkay; from 
Photography, Sara Wackman; and from Fine Arts, Arie Galles, a nationally renowned artist.  
 
Professor James Howard, Coordinator of the Design program, and Dr. Noel Robinson, as the CCM Diversity 
Committee representative, combined their efforts to present, “Fashions with an Ethnic Flair: Yesterday and 
Today.”  The presentation covered the changes to fashion over the last several decades and the impact of 
fashion on the public. 
 
With Professor James Howards’ help, students from the Architectural Design option recently participated in 
a competition at the American Institute of Architecture.  Although the final awards will not be given until 
May, the students were given high acknowledgement for their work.   Professor Howard also accompanied a 
group of 14 Fashion Design students to Cornell University in New York, where the student’s creations were 
modeled by Cornell’s students. 
 
Professor Steve Longo, advisor to the Promethean 2008, proudly announced that the publication won an 
American Graphic Design & Advertising Award in Publication Design.  The actual award is forthcoming and 
the winning piece will be published in the 25th annual hardbound book, American Graphic Design & 
Advertising.  Professor Longo works very hard with the students to produce a professional quality magazine 
and credits Alex D’Angelo, Justin Bradford, Cory Bohner, Michelle Berardesco, Craig Clifford, and Brian 
Manna for their creativity. 
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Still to Come this Semester 
As the spring 2009 semester winds down, there are several events still planned by members of the 
Division of Liberal Arts.  You won’t want to miss these: 
 

 On May 7th, the Visual Arts Department proudly presents the annual Design Fashion Show.  This 
show is a collaboration between Design faculty and students and should be another remarkable 
success. 

 On May 8th, under the direction of Professor Marielaine Mammon, the CCM Spring Music Concert 
featuring the CCM Choir, Orchestra and Wind Ensemble will be held in the Dragonetti Auditorium. 

 On May 14 and 15, Professor Marielaine Mammon will present the Cabaret Musical Theatre for a 
performance in the SCC. 

 On May 28th, the CCM Chamber Choir, with Professor Mammon as director and Professor Joseph 
Bilotti as accompanist, will perform at commencement exercises. 

Division of Corporate and Community Programs 
by Dean Jane Armstrong 

The division has a variety of non-credit and career-related courses that address the needs of career-
changers and unemployed individuals. There has been an increased interest in the computer courses, 
Alternate Route for Teaching and the Certificate in Medical Billing and Coding.  Courses offered in 
cooperation with Morris County School of Technology, such as Phlebotomy Technician, EKG Technology 
and Pharmacy Technician, have experienced enrollment growth.  Students are also taking advantage of 
the on-line courses offered through the vendor Education To Go.  In response to workforce trends, 
Community and Professional Programs is developing courses related to Green careers and is offering 
“Transitioning from White Collar to Green Collar” in the summer and is working in collaboration with 
the Center for Business and Technology to develop courses for the business community.  
 

The staff of the Center for Teaching Excellence wishes 
everyone a safe, happy and healthy summer. 
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