
Tara Gentle, Education
By Talia Smith

Enrolled as a part-time student, 
Tara Gentle has learned to jug-
gle life’s challenges: home life, 
childcare, school and work. A 
single mother of three, Gentle, 
33, turned to CCM to reach her 
dream of becoming an early child-
hood educator. As one indication 
of that success, last spring she was 
awarded the Robert Mayo Memori-
al Scholarship, which was founded 
to assist degree-seeking adult stu-
dents with family responsibilities. 

Gentle, the mother of 3-year-old 
son, Wesson, and 14-year-old 
twin daughters, Alyssa and Veron-

ica, certainly has the 
qualifications.

“I am care-giver, nurse, 
cook, psychologist; you 
name it,” says Gentle, 
of Ledgewood. “It all 
comes along with be-
ing a mother.”

To keep up with her school work, 
Gentle takes advantage of any op-
portunity she can find to study 
quietly.

“I bring my books everywhere 
with me in case Wesson crash-
es in the car when I am bringing 

the girls somewhere,” 
Gentle says. “That way 
I manage to study in 
my car while he’s tak-
ing a nap.”

Enrolled in CCM’s Ear-
ly Childhood Educa-
tion program, Gentle 

aspires to teach grades K-3. She 
has previous experience working 
at schools with special needs chil-
dren and babysits for families in 
her area.

Nurturing comes second nature to 
Gentle, who believes motherhood 
goes hand-in-hand with teaching.

“I’m kind of like a magnet for chil-
dren and I even love the smell of 
schools,” she says. “Everything for 
me turns into a song or a learning 
experience.”

She was particularly excited to tell 
Alyssa and Veronica about receiv-
ing her scholarship. As her daugh-
ters approach college age, Gentle is 
encouraging them to attend CCM 
and make education their priority.

To learn how you can help stu-
dents like Tara through CCM 
scholarships, contact the CCM 
Foundation at 973-328-5060 or 
foundation@ccm.edu.
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Dr. Edward J. Yaw to Retire as CCM President in 2016
Dr. Edward J. Yaw, presi-
dent of County College 
of Morris (CCM), an-
nounced on May 13 
that he has informed 
the CCM Board of Trust-
ees that he will not seek 
renewal of his contract 
when it expires in Au-
gust 2016.

Dr. Yaw told the college community of his de-
cision at CCM’s spring Professional Day for fac-
ulty and staff.

“I want to express my deep sense of gratitude 
for what we have been able to accomplish 
here,” he said. “I am especially proud of our 

faculty. It is because of their dedication that our 
academic programs are so widely recognized in 
the state and even around the nation.”

Dr. Yaw was appointed the second president of 
the college in 1986, following the retirement 
of CCM’s first president, Dr. Sherman H. Mas-
ten. He first joined CCM in 1980 as Dean of 
Academic Affairs. Prior to that, he served as 
Associate Dean of Academic Affairs at Adelphi 
University in New York.

Under his leadership, CCM has become one 
of the state’s leading community colleges. As a 
result of his vision and guidance, the college 
has one of the highest combined transfer and 
graduation rates among community colleges in 
New Jersey. Students and faculty also are reg-

ularly presented with awards and honors for 
their accomplishments.

In addition, Dr. Yaw has played an instrumen-
tal role in shaping higher education in New Jer-
sey through his work on professional and edu-
cational councils. During his service as chair of 
the New Jersey Presidents Council – represent-
ing all of the state’s colleges and universities – 
he led the effort to enact a statewide transfer 
agreement to ease the process for students seek-
ing to pursue their educations beyond an as-
sociate degree. An active community leader, he 
has served on the boards of numerous organi-
zations, including the Morris County Chamber 
of Commerce and the Urban League of Morris 
County, offering his time and expertise to im-
proving the lives of others.



CCM Gala Recognizes Trunfio, Raises Funds for Scholarships
In recognition of his three decades of service to the community, as well as his leadership role in New Jersey’s hos-
pital industry, the CCM Foundation recognized Joseph A. Trunfio, Ph.D., retiring president and CEO of Atlantic 
Health System with its annual Leadership Award at the Foundation gala on May 1.

In addition to Dr. Trunfio, four CCM graduates also received alumni awards: Paul Goudreau ’86, of Berkeley 
Heights, director of Global Market Access-Oncology at Merck & Co (Alum-
nus of the Year); Jean Snopkowski ’94, of Randolph, director of Government 
Programs at Solix, Inc. (Alumni Achievement); David Artuso ’86, of Mon-
mouth Junction, lead communications specialist for Prudential Financial 
(Alumni Service); and Margaret (Peggy) Lund Fitzgibbon ’88, ’95, of Gaith-
ersburg, MD, research project manager at the National Institutes of Health 
(Alumni Humanitarian).

The event produced net proceeds of $90,000 for CCM’s scholarships and 
programs.

“In addition to honoring our very deserving alumni, we were pleased to be 
able to recognize Dr. Trunfio, not only for his four-decade impact on health-
care in Morris County, but for his great generosity and support of our area’s 
non-profit community,” said Joseph Vitale, president of the CCM Foundation.

More than 200 guests attended the event, which was held at the Hanover 
Marriott in Whippany, NJ. The event featured the music of Big City Swing 
and a silent auction offering Broadway tickets, hotel stays and autographed 
memorabilia.  As has become a tradition at the Gala, CCM’s Performing Arts 
students presented selections from the spring musical, Little Women.
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Annual Fund Review 2014-15
Thanks to the generous support of hundreds 
of donors, and the dedicated work of the CCM 
Foundation staff, our Board of Directors and 
the Trustees of the college, the CCM Founda-
tion enjoyed a very successful year in 2014-15, 
with nearly a half million raised in gifts and 
pledges. Major benefactors of this year’s fund-
raising included Nisivoccia LLP, Raymond and 
Kathy Nisivoccia, Don and Carol Fitzpatrick, 

the Paragano Family Foundation, CCM United 
Adjunct Faculty, the Gene Haas Foundation, 
the Financial Management Association, Bayer 
Corporation, Novartis Corporation, the Mayo 
Family, United Parcel Service and Public Ser-
vice Electric and Gas. The strong commitment 
of our alumni and the community at large al-
lows CCM to continue to provide an outstand-
ing educational experience for our students.
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Unrestricted 
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From top: Dr. Joseph 
A. Trunfio (center) 
receives the 2015 
Leadership Award from 
CCM President Edward 
Yaw (left) and CCM 
Foundation President 
Joseph Vitale.

2015 CCM Alumni 
Award winners -  
Paul Goudreau ’86, 
David Artuso ’86,  
Jean Snopkowski ’94, 
and Margaret (Peggy) 
Lund Fitzgibbon ’88, ’95.

CCM’s Performing Arts 
students entertain the 
crowd with selections 
from Little Women.



Double Your Donation to CCM. It’s Easy.
Do you or your spouse work for a company that 
offers a contribution match? If so, you can signifi-
cantly increase your gift to the CCM Foundation at 
no additional cost. Make a gift to CCM (www.ccm.
edu/donate) today, then check to see if you or your 
spouse’s company offers these programs by visiting: 
http://doublethedonation.com/ccm

Why I Give to CCM
Name: Paul Goudreau ‘86

Profession: Director of Global 
Market Access/Oncology, Merck 
& Co.

What do you like most about 
your career? In my current role, 
in bringing an innovative new 

therapy to cancer patients, I am helping to literally 
save lives every day. To me, nothing could be better 
than helping patients and their families.

What do you value most about your CCM expe-
rience? I learned a tremendous amount in my class-
es and I had remarkably talented professors. Each of 
my professors taught with an expertise and a love of 
his/her subject that encouraged my desire to learn.

What is your favorite CCM memory? Taking 
General Chemistry and Organic Chemistry with 
Professor Levin, a remarkable and talented educa-
tor. In addition to my science courses, taking Amer-
ican Literature, Introduction to Philosophy, Ethics, 
Civil War and Reconstruction and 20th Century 
America were important to my development as a 
scientist and, more importantly, as a person.

Why do you give to CCM? I want other students 
to have the experiences and opportunities that I 
have had. It’s important that today’s CCM students 
continue to have the opportunity for professional 
and personal growth that I’ve had.

The spirit of philanthropy endures forever . . .  
The following individuals have generously provided 

bequests to the CCM Foundation in their estate plans:

Legacy Society

Helen M. Bauer*

Catherine Bencivenga* 
and Dominic A.  

Bencivenga

Nelson C. Doland, Jr.*

Richard and Ula  
Jonassen

David E. Jones

Donna Kahn

Dean Malanga*

Walter and Carol  
McDonald

Roz Nadel*

William Pomerantz, 
M.D.*

Muriel Roberts

Eleanor Rockefeller*

Kathleen Sheffield*

Carl Vogt*

Linda M. Willetts*

*Deceased

Make a Gift Online Today!
www.ccm.edu/donate

Adjuncts’ Gift: Members of the leadership of the United Adjunct Faculty of New Jersey-CCM Chapter (UAF-
NJ-CCM) pose with Dr. Edward Yaw after the unveiling of a plaque commemorating the union’s gift of $11,000 worth 
of new patio furniture for the Student Community Center. From left to right: Professor Tom Miller, vice chairman of 
UAFNJ-CCM; Professor James Baccaro, president and chair, UAFNJ-CCM; President Yaw; and Melissa Martirano; 
secretary, UAFNJ-CCM. The furniture, gifted last fall, was well in use during the spring and summer.

Alum’s Estate Gift Funds Four New Scholarships
When Dean Gregory Malanga graduated from 
CCM with an associate’s degree in Human-
ities/Social Sciences in 1981, he could not have 
known where his future would lead. First, it 
led to years of travel. Then it led to Montclair 
State University, where he graduated summa 
cum laude with a B.A. in Sociology. Then it 
led to a career in social work and, eventually, 
to the corporate world where he served as an 
account manager for SmithKline Beecham.

Tragically, Dean’s life was brief. He died in 2013 at the age of 56. But he has left behind a 
lasting legacy that will benefit generations of CCM students.

This year, thanks to a bequest from his estate, four new endowed scholarships have been 
established. Each one carries Dean’s name along with family members: the Dean G. and 
Gary D. Malanga Scholarship for Sociology and Anthropology, the Donald D. and Dean G. Ma-
langa Scholarship for Engineering and Engineering Technologies, the Bruce A. and Dean G. Ma-
langa Scholarship for History and Political Science, and the Margaret K. and Dean G. Malanga 
Scholarship for Art. Each scholarship is geared to high academic achievement, requiring a 
student to maintain a 3.0 GPA, and each is endowed. Endowed scholarships are perpetual 
and are established through a major gift with yearly earned interest funding the award.

“Dean was a remarkable guy who did many things in his life,” said Terry Gunning, who 
was Dean’s friend since high school and is executor of his estate. “But two things that were 
most important to him were his longtime girlfriend, Janice Hoffman, and CCM.”

To Gunning, Dean’s decision to have his estate fund scholarships at CCM is consistent 
with his character: “He loved the college, which obviously had a profound effect on him. 
Dean also rooted for the underdog. He didn’t believe in handouts but he believed strongly 
in helping those who wanted to help themselves. Giving students a chance to achieve and 
improve themselves is pure Dean. I can’t think of a better legacy than that.”

Please consider a gift to our scholarship program. If you are interested in establishing your 
own scholarship to assist CCM students, please contact the Foundation at 973-328-5060 
or foundation@ccm.edu.

Dean Malanga and girlfriend Janice Hoffman



Board of Chosen Freeholders

Kathy DeFillippo, Director

John Cesaro, Deputy Director

Douglas R. Cabana

John Krickus

Hank Lyon

Thomas J. Mastrangelo

David Scapicchio

as of January 2015

Board of Trustees

Stanley T. Omland, P.E., P.P., Chair *

Jeffrey M. Advokat, Esq., Vice Chair

Dr. Joseph L. Ricca, Jr., Treasurer

Paul R. Licitra, Secretary

Laurie Bogaard, Esq. *

Dr. Barbara L. Hadzima

Roger Jinks

J. Richard Rajoppi

Michael A. Van Allen

Dr. Joseph S. Weisberg *

Liam Kealy, Alumni Trustee

Sandra Geiger, Trustee Emerita

W. Thomas Margetts, Trustee Emeritus

William T. McNerney, Trustee Emeritus

as of August 2015

All trustees also serve concurrently as members of the 
CCM Foundation. Members noted with an * serve  

on the Foundation Board of Directors.

College Administration

Dr. Edward J. Yaw, President

Dr. Dwight L. Smith, Vice President of Academic Affairs

Karen VanDerhoof, Vice President of Business and Finance

Dr. Bette M. Simmons, Vice President of  
Student Development and Enrollment Management

Joseph Vitale, Executive Director for College Advancement 
and Planning and President of the CCM Foundation

Roger Flahive, Executive Director of Information Systems 
(CIO)

Thomas Burk, Director of Human Resources  
and Labor Relations

as of February 2010

County College of Morris Foundation

Joseph T. Vitale, President

Katie Olsen, Director of Development

Board of Directors

William McElroy ’83, Chair

John C Parry, Jr., Vice Chair

Robert Zajac, Treasurer

Eileen Paragano ’91, Secretary

John P. Beyel, Esq., Assistant Secretary

Joseph Bilotti, ‘88, Faculty Representative

Jack Farris, Esq.

Carol Fitzpatrick ’86

Sandra Geiger

Thomas Hayes

Allan J. Iskra, Esq.

Edward Nelson ’72

Thomas Pepe

Keith Riddiford

Brandi Robinson

Everton Scott

Gil Zweig

Foundation Staff

Barbara Capsouras ‘82, Director of Alumni Affairs

Colleen McArdle ‘87, Director of Special Events

Trish McGrath ‘05, Executive Administrative Assistant

CCM Student Named  
Coca-Cola Academic Team Bronze Scholar

Angelique Onorati, a student 
at County College of Morris 
(CCM), has been named a 2015 
Coca-Cola Community College 
Academic Team Bronze Scholar. 
The Coca-Cola Scholars Foun-
dation sponsors the Coca-Cola 
Community College Academic 

Team program by recogniz-
ing 50 Gold, 50 Silver and 50 
Bronze Scholars. Each Bronze 
Scholar receives a $1,000 schol-
arship and a special medallion. 
Coca-Cola Bronze Scholars 
were selected based on scores 
the students earned in the All-
USA Community College Ac-
ademic Team competition, for 
which more than 1,700 appli-
cations were received this year.

A Biology major at CCM and 
president of the college’s Phi 
Theta Kappa chapter, Onorati 
last year was inducted into the 
Phi Theta Kappa Middle States 
Region Hall of Honor.

In addition to her academic 
achievements, Angelique has 
also been a multiple schol-
arship award winner. For the 
2014-2015 academic year, she 
received the Professor Helen 
Mastrobuoni Scholarship in 
Biology and the CCM Trustee 
Scholarship for overall academ-
ic achievement. Last year, she 
received the Campus Life Patton 
Award.

Learn how you can help stu-
dents like Angelique through 
our scholarship program. Con-
tact the CCM Foundation at 
973-328-5060 or foundation@
ccm.edu.

Alex De Croce Media Center Scheduled to Open
Preparations are underway for 
the grand opening of the new 
Alex DeCroce Media Center this 
fall. The event will include a 
ribbon cutting as well as tours 
of the new facility. When 
opened, it will be the most 
up-to-date broadcasting studio 
and teaching facility in north-
western New Jersey.

The center will be named for the 
late Alex DeCroce, the longtime 
Morris County Assemblyman, 
Freeholder and County College 
of Morris Board Chairman.

Two million dollars to fund the 
new facility was made possible 
through the CCM Foundation’s 
Visioning Our Future capital 

campaign and a completion 
grant from the Morris County 
Board of Chosen Freeholders.

The Foundation would like to 
acknowledge and thank all of 
our “room naming” donors 
who made the new DeCroce 
Center possible:

•  The New Media Center, Morris County Freeholders
•  The Professional Studio, Paragano Family Foundation
•  Digital Media Editing Classroom, The Mayo Family
•  Main Reception Area, Investors Bank
•  The Green Room, Solix Inc.
•  Studio A Control Room, Walter and Carol McDonald
•  Sauder Editing Room, Don and Carol Fitzpatrick
•  Main Reception Area Office No. 1, Nisivoccia LLP 
•  Main Reception Area Office No. 2, Ray and Kathy Nisivoccia
•  Technical Engineering Room, New Jersey Natural Gas
•  Main Reception Area Office No. 5, Business Furniture Inc.
•  Main Reception Area Office No. 4, The RBA Group
•  Main Reception Area Office No. 3, Provident Bank Foundation
•  Studio B Control Room, M.U. and Marilyn Ayres
•  Engineering and Master Control Room, Sam and Louise Olshan

CCM Foundation’s

Estate Planning Seminar 
Thursday, November 12, 2015

6 p.m., Davidson Room, Student Community Center 
County College of Morris

Conducted by Morristown attorney John P. Beyel, this informational 
session will address preparation of a will, techniques to reduce taxes  

and probating a will. What you will learn in this session may save  
your estate thousands of dollars in taxes.

Seminar is free but reservations are required. 
To make reservations please contact the Foundation at 973-328-5060 or 

foundation@ccm.edu

The
ALEX DECROCE
MEDIA CENTER


