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AD D R E S S I N G  T H E N E E D S  O F  O U R  ST U D E N T S  &  

PL AN T I N G  T H E  S EE D S  F O R  A S E C U R E  F U T U R E . 

Financial Aid Season is in FULL 

GEAR…Do NOT Procrastinate! 

E 
OF Scholars, yes, it is that 
time of year again when the 
flowers are blooming, the 

weather is warmer, and filing for fi-
nancial aid. This is one of the most 
important processes you have to 
complete each year. I cannot em-
phasize enough that if you do not do 
this in a timely manner, you could 
potentially lose valuable funding 
towards your education.  

Based on our student’s questions, 
requests, and challenges faced over 
time, we’ve put together a list below 
that will help you file quickly and 
efficiently: 

 As soon as 2015 W2’s come in, 
go ahead and file your taxes, then 
wait two weeks and begin the fi-
nancial aid filing process via 
www.fafsa.ed.gov  

 Don’t wait until April to file tax re-
turns; the earlier you do it, the bet-
ter it will be. Same for your parent/ 
guardian, if you are a dependent. 
Explain to them that delays will 
impact the type of aid you receive, 
which will affect your parent’s bot-
tom line and could cause them to 
have to pay out of pocket. 

 If the option is available, when 
applying for FAFSA, use the IRS 
Data Retrieval tool. This feature 
will let you download all of your 
financial income tax information 
from the IRS website directly with-
out having to pull it from the 1040 
Tax return form. It’s quick and 
easy.  

 You must submit  a series of addi-
tional questions for NJ State Aid 
consideration (EOF & TAG grants) 
– THIS IS MANDATORY! You can 
either do it on the FAFSA confir-
mation page, (once you are fin-
ished with your application, click 
link: “Start your State application 
here”) or wait two days and sub-
mit through the HESAA (Higher 
Education Student Assistance Au-
thority) website at www.hesaa.org. State aid (TAG) deadline is 

Continued on page 2 

 

BAD WEATHER 

Titan Alert System is now in effect, 
notifications will come exclusively 
through Titan communication system.  

 Titan Alert. Alerts will be forwarded 

to your CCM email account, and any 
additional contact points, including 
personal email, phone calls and text 
messaging. For more information 
about Titan Alert, go to http://
www.ccm.edu/titan alert.aspx. 

 Check the CCM website at 

www.ccm.edu. 

 If you never received Titan Alert, call 

the emergency information number 
973-328-5580. 

The college makes every effort to 
communicate closing or delayed open-
ing information as soon as possible. 

http://www.fafsa.ed.gov
http://www.hesaa.org
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Financial Aid Season—(Continued) 

Continued on page 3 

W 
hat role has the EOF 
program played in your 
academic, personal, and 

professional development? Not only 

has the EOF program become a sup-
port system for me, it has also become 
my second home and family.  The fac-
ulty are always there when I have ques-
tions or concerns about a particular 
situation and always provide guidance. 
The plethora of opportunities and in-
sightful conversations during my experi-
ence with EOF are indescribable and 
will be useful when moving forward.  

What motivated you to continue 
striving for academic success 
and professional growth? Being a 

first generation college student, I want-
ed to be the first in my family to attain a 
degree. My motivation for striving in 
academic success is to be a role model 
for others. I want to show individuals 
that it does not matter how much or 
little you have, or how many obstacles 
you have encountered throughout your 
life, you can still strive to be the best 
version of yourself as well as become 
successful. I want to lead by example 

06/01/16 but  it has to be re-
ceived by then! 

 A suggestion, after you have 
filed for your taxes and FAFSA, 
within 4 weeks request an IRS 
tax return transcript. This is 
FREE and easily done through 
the IRS website www.irs.gov. In 
the event you are pulled for fed-
eral and/or state financial aid 
verification, you will need it. BE 
PROACTIVE and have it ready 
just in case. We’ve had many 
delays through the years with aid 
not posting because these docu-
ments were not submitted in a 
timely manner.   

 If you are pulled for verification 
either by the state and/or feder-
al, (Note: they are different, alt-
hough each might request simi-
lar documentation – don’t get it 
confused), follow their instruc-
tions and submit required pa-
perwork promptly or your aid 
will not post, and you will be 
responsible for the unpaid tui-
tion balance.  Make copies of 
everything you submit for your 

records and keep them orga-
nized and filed.  

 Read ALL emails and mail that 
comes in from CCM, FAFSA 
and HESAA. Remember that 
CCM will only communicate 
with you via email regarding 
your aid status, verification and 
award notification. The state of 
NJ (HESAA) will communicate 
via email separately, so be on 
the lookout for those.  

 Remember to also consider ap-
plying for other forms of aid 
available. CCM has lots of 
scholarships! Don’t miss this 
opportunity; check what you 
might qualify for through 
www.ccm.edu/admissions/
financialAid/Scholar-ships.aspx. 
There are also other external 
scholarships available, just ask 
an EOF staff member for assis-
tance. 

 All the links listed here, along 
with frequently asked questions 
and other helpful references 
can be found through our EOF 

Blackboard page “EOF Pro-
gram and Resources Online.” 

Remember we are here to help 
you through this process. The EOF 
Office will be offering FAFSA filing 
assistance on Thursday, March 
24th from 10 am – 3:00 pm and 
also on Saturday, April 9th from 
8:30 am – 12:30 pm.  If those 
dates do not work for you, see 
your EOF counselor. We want to 
make sure you receive as most aid 
as you can qualify for each year.   

Happy Filing!! 

 

 

Pamela Marcenaro 
EOF Director  

EOF Senior Spotlight: 

CLAUDIA SAAVEDRA 

http://www.irs.gov
http://www.ccm
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Continued on page 4 

Senior Spotlight—(Continued) 
by showing others that 

with enough positivity, 
effort, determination 
and willpower, you 
can accomplish any-

thing you set out to do. 

Now that you are approaching 
graduation, what do you claim as 
your most important asset as 
you enter the workforce and the 
world? My most important asset is my 

passion. I always try to complete every-
thing I do with passion. This has al-
lowed me to start and end goals for 
myself. When I finish a task, instead of 
just being happy that I completed it, I 
feel as if I did it with purpose. Having 
the profound fulfillment after completing 
a goal I set for myself allows for guid-
ance in establishing and attaining my 
next goal. 

What are memorable moments 
you have had with EOF? Everyday 

spent with the EOF family, are memo-
ries that I will always cherish. My favor-
ite moments are the relationships I 
have established through the EOF fam-
ily. I will always maintain those connec-
tions even when I move on to attain my 
bachelors degree. The intellectual con-
versations which I can have with my 

peers are ones that I will always re-
member and bring with me upon contin-
uing my studies. The positive atmos-
phere that is always endured while be-
ing in the EOF office is unforgettable 
and I hope to surround myself with that 
same type of atmosphere when moving 
forward.  

What are your plans after gradua-
tion? My plans after graduation is to 

continue my current internship at a law 
firm while also interning for a Federal 
judge during the summer. I also plan on 
continuing my workshops that help 
guide underprivileged and first genera-
tion college students through the col-
lege admission process in the greater 
Newark area. I am transferring to Rut-
gers University to complete my Bache-
lors and Masters degree in five years in 
the field of Public Administration. 

What advice or message would 
you like to leave to current and/
or future EOF students? Your 

GPA, and test scores are just a num-
ber. You are more than just a number. 
The college that you didn’t get accept-
ed into, doesn’t define your capabilities, 
possibilities, or where you will be in life. 
Never let these variables define who 
you are — you define yourself and will 

be the ultimate deciding factor of your 
decision on the person you will be-
come. It’s okay to be different. It’s okay 
not to know all the answers right 
away—time will eventually allow you to 
figure them out. Do what you love. 
Have hope. Trust yourself. Believe in 
yourself. And you’ll eventually figure 
things out. Although you may feel as if 
you are encompassed by fragility and 
are walking a nebulous path that pre-
vents you from seeing further ahead, 
just remember that you are the ignition 
to your flame. Find the good in every-
day, even if the only good is the air in 
your lungs which will let you have light. 
Don’t keep that light to yourself; rather, 
let it illuminate from your life! You might 
just be the light someone else needs to 
start their own candle. The more lives 
that are lit, the brighter this world will 
become.  Love the life that you were 
given because you were given a life for 
a reason. Now it’s up to you to find your 

reason! 

T 
he EOF Stu-
dent Alliance has 
planned a fun 

event on March 23, 
selling ready -made 
Easter baskets and 
Easter themed baked 
goods to support several EOF pro-
grams. So far this semester, they 
met on Feb. 9 & 23, and March 8, 
where they filled and wrapped the 
Easter baskets, and also several 
emailed their Legislators regarding 
the proposed cut back in statewide 

EOF funding.  

Their focus now is to find mer-
chants to donate gift cards or clear-
ance items for the upcoming EOF 
Tricky Tray fundraiser. Everyone is 
needed to make this annual fund-
raiser a success! Any small new 
item still wrapped is welcome so we 
can create some of our own gift 
baskets. The more items donated, 
the less baskets we have to pur-
chase! ( Get one community service 
hour for each donation you bring in)  

As for other activi-
ties, 7 students 
attended the Col-
lege of Saint Eliz-

abeth trip on Feb. 
26, and enjoyed the 
information and tour of that beau-
tiful campus. Any student applying 
there should first get our contact 
person from their Admissions of-
fice who will assist our students 
that want to transfer there.   

 

EOF Student Alliance UPDATE! 
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EOF Student Alliance—(Continued) 
EOF Capitol Day is 
set for Monday, 
March 14, and we 
are pleased that 

seating for this trip is 
now full. That day 

EOF students from around the 
state will meet Legislators, tour 
the statehouse and help to influ-
ence the upcoming budget for 
EOF statewide. Other advocacy 
efforts planned are to have stu-
dents email their legislators and/or 
make short videos to send as 

well. All efforts should be complet-
ed by the end of March. See any-
one in EOF for questions or to set 
up an appointment to make a vid-
eo.  

Other EOF sign-ups going on now 
are: The Spring Job Fair- April 13, 
( see Edie to sign up), the Alliance 
Easter Basket & Bake sale March 
23, for staffing table or bring in 
Easter –themed baked goods, 
and for Tricky tray, for any antici-
pated donations.  

Plan now to at-
tend their Year-
End Luncheon 

on May 17 at Forte’s Italian Res-
taurant. Limited seats- first come, 
first served! The AESNJ Leader-
ship Award will be announced 
then.  

Their next meeting is 
March 22 in EOF, 
12:30-1:30.  

College of Saint Elizabeth Tour 

E 
ach academic year, our stu-
dents select a New Jersey 
college to tour for informa-

tional material regarding their trans-
fer process and to inquire about 
their EOF Program application 
procedures. This semester they 
chose the College of Saint Eliz-
abeth as their preferred college 
visit. They convened with Ad-
missions officers, faculty and 
staff who discussed the transfer 
process: 

 Transfer students are ad-
mitted for the Fall (August) 
and Spring (January) se-
mesters. 

 Students must earn a "C" or 
better in a course in order to 
transfer it to CSE. Students 
may transfer in up to 90 credits. 

 Transfers with an AA or AS de-
gree are able to transfer all 
classes included in the Associ-
ate's degree. 

The following staff and stu-
dents welcomed this oppor-
tunity to visit the College of 
Saint Elizabeth and gain some 
knowledge of their campus:  

Pam Marcenaro, Director; Ed-
uardo Lopez, Counselor; 
Gene Moss, Administrative 
Assistant; Students: Manuela 
Caro Lopez, Brian Hernandez, 
Lourene Oseguera, Luisa Pa-
lacio Zapata, Jane Quedding, 
Karen Sorto and Branda Tran. 

Continued on page 5 

“You have to remember that the hard days are what make you 
stronger. The bad days make you realize what a good day is. If you 

never had any bad days, you would never have that sense of 
accomplishment! ” ― Aly Raisman 

COLLEGE OF SAINT ELIZBETH COLLEGE—FEB. 26, 2016 
Brian Hernandez, Lourene Oseguera, Luisa Palacio 
Zapata, Tour Guide, Branda Tran, Jane Quedding, 

Manuela Caro Lopez, Eduardo Lopez and Karen Sorto 
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Save The Date—EOF Awards Dinner! 

WHEN WHAT WHERE 

Thursday, March 24 
10:00 AM—3:00 PM 

Spring Ahead On Your FAFSA 
(Get help in EOF!) 

EOF Office—Cohen Hall 
Room CH 211 

Thursday, March 24 
12:30 PM—1:45 PM 

Choose a Career Based On Your 
Personality Type 

Cohen Hall, Room CH 162 

Wednesday, March 30* 
12:30 PM—1:30 PM 

The Juggling Act: Managing 
College, Family & Work 

EOF Office—Cohen Hall 
Room CH 211 

Tuesday, April 12 
11:00 AM—12:15 PM 

Reduce Stress & Anxiety 
(Proven Strategies) 

Cohen Hall, Room CH 153 

* Door Prize & Giveaways 

WHEN WHAT WHERE 

Wednesday, March 23 
10:00 AM—3:00 PM 

Easter Basket & Bake Sale Student Community Center 
Lobby 

Wednesday, April 13 
8:30 AM—1:00 PM 

Job Fair, Greeter, Helper 
(See Edie to Sign up) 

Student Community Center 
Davidson Rooms 

Thursday, April 14 
10:00 AM—3:00 PM 

Tricky Tray Day Event 
(Sign up in EOF) 

Student Community Center 
Lobby 

 

Tricky Tray ticket sales will take place prior to Awards Dinner from 4:45 pm to 5:45 pm in the 
Davidson Rooms. Winning  tickets will be selected a t the beginning o f the program. 

Student Community Center 

Davidson Rooms  

EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY FUND 

ANNUAL AWARDS & RECOGNITION DINNER CEREMONY 
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COUNSELOR ’S CLIPBOARD  

Important Dates 

 Monday, March 14—Saturday March 19—Spring Recess! (Classes resume 
March 21.) 

 Friday, March 18—Last day to submit Summer Funding letters. 

 Friday, March 25—Good Friday, CCM Closed! (Classes resume Monday, 
March 28.) 

 Friday, April 1—Deadline to apply to graduate for August 2016 Graduation. 

 Thursday, April 14—Last day to DROP classes or WITHDRAW from college. 
(See your counselor prior to dropping a course) 

SUN MON TUE WED  THU FRI  SAT  

 

 1 
MONEY MANAGEMENT 

12:30 PM—1:45 PM 

SC 234A 

2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 
 

10 
 

11 12 

13 14 15 
 

16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 
 

23 
ALLIANCE EASTER BASKET 

& BAKE SALE  
10:00 AM—3:00 PM 

SCC Lobby 

24 
CHOOSE A CAREER   

12:30 PM—1:45 PM 

CH 162 

25 
 

26 

27 28 29 30 31   

FAFSA 
10:00 AM—3:00 PM 
CH 211 


