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AD D R E S S I N G  T H E N E E D S  O F  O U R  ST U D E N T S  &  

PL AN T I N G  T H E  S EE D S  F O R  A S E C U R E  F U T U R E . 

Another successful Chi Alpha Epsilon 

Honor Society Induction Ceremony!  
n Wednesday, November 4, 

2015 from 2:30 pm – 4:00 

pm the EOF program in con-

junction with Disability Services proud-

ly inducted seven students into the Chi 

Alpha Epsilon (XAE) National Honor 

Society. For students to be inducted 

they must have a minimum GPA of 3.0 

or higher for two consecutive semes-

ters – Fall & Spring full-time enroll-

ment. The day began with a small pri-

vate induction ceremony that included 

our inductees, facilitator, Dr. Edward 

Yaw CCM President, and Dr. Dwight 

Smith, Vice President of Academic 

Affairs.   Immediately following the in-

duction, a celebratory reception with 

refreshments was hosted for new 

members, their families, and friends. 

During the reception, induc-

tees received their Chi 

Alpha Epsilon induction 

pin, as recognition of 

their academic excellence. In addition, 

five current Chi Alpha Epsilon mem-

bers were recognized for pin upgrades. 

These students improved their GPA 

from a 3.0 to a 3.5 or higher for the Fall 

2014 or Spring 2015 semesters. These 

upgrades included, two emeralds, two 

rubies and XAE’s highest honor; one 

diamond.  

This is a very special 

event for EOF and 

Disability Services, as 

it reaffirms their student’s dedication 

and each program’s commitment to 

their success. Regardless of academic 

challenges, these students continue to 

show a high level of dedication, drive, 

and motivation towards academic ex-

cellence.  For those inductees that are 

still with us at CCM, we want to wish 

you all the best as you work towards 

your Associate Degree. For others that 

have graduated, we have no doubt you 

are continuing your academic success 

at your respective four-year institu-

tions. 

We would like to personally thank all 

parents, friends, and students that 

were able to attend the event and for 

taking the time from their busy sched-

ule to celebrate with us. In addition, we 

would like to thank to Dr. Edward Yaw 

– CCM President and Dr. Dwight Smith 

– Vice President of Academic Affairs, 

for their attendance and support. 

LIST OF INDUCTEES: 

 Eileen Byrne (Disability Services) 

 Erika Pulido (EOF Program) 
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Continued on page 2 
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Chi Alpha Epsilon Inductees: Shelsey 
Vazquez, Erika Pulido, Claudia 

Saavedra & Eileen Byrne  
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Chi Alpha Epsilon—(Continued) 

EOF Senior Spotlight: 

Shanerra Brooks 

Continued on page 3 

LIST OF INDUCTEES CONTINUED: 

 Michelle Reyer (Disability Services) 

 Claudia Saavedra (EOF Program) 

 Stephanie Stretavski (Disability Services) 

 Shelsey Vazquez (EOF Program) 

 

PIN UPGRADES: 

 Brayan Aroca (EOF Program), Emerald Pin Upgrade 

 Justin Biché (Disability Services), Emerald Pin Upgrade 

 Liam Kealy (Disability Services), Ruby Pin Upgrade 

 Michael Kelly (EOF Program), Ruby Pin Upgrade 

 Diana Rangel Pinilla (Disability Services) Diamond 

Pin Upgrade 

W 
hat role has the EOF pro-
gram played in your aca-
demic, personal, and pro-

fessional development? I have truly 
shown myself to be very resilient in 
my academic journey. The EOF team 
has been a great source of motiva-
tion. Through my toughest moments 
these ladies' have pushed me to 

shoot for the stars. By their enthusi-
asm to see me do well, I envisioned 
myself day by day succeeding.  

What motivated you to continue striv-
ing for academic success and profes-
sional growth? I strive for greatness 
and believe I am destined for the 
best. There is something inside of me 

that is convinced one day I will be 
very successful despite the many 
challenges I've faced. I have not ac-

EOF Director Pam Marcenaro, CCM President Dr. Edward Yaw & Vice President of Academic Affairs 
Dr. Dwight Smith. Inductees: Shelsey Vazquez, Erika Pulido, Claudia Saavedra & Eileen Byrne 
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EOF Senior Spotlight—(Continued) 

complished my goal of having straight 
A's since being at CCM. It took me a 
long time to realize my success is not 
determined solely by my grades. It is 
based on effort, drive, and a lot of 
pure determination. I think it is im-
portant for all students to realize 
grades do not determine future suc-
cess. Although it is important to put 
your best foot forward in this journey- 
we get where we need to be when we 
“attack” our dreams head on.  

What motivated you to get involved in 
student life initially? What can you 
say about students getting involved? 
Since I commute over an hour to 
school being totally immersed in stu-
dent life was too hard to juggle. Partly 
because I was taking mainly all online 
classes,  but also working full time . 
I highly recommend students get in-
volved as much as possible. Although 
I was not involved to the degree I 
would've liked, I built a solid rapport 
with the administration of the EOF 
program. It is essential to dedicate 
time to network, especially with peo-
ple who are where you want to be 
one day. Being involved in some way 
will greatly benefit in the long run.  

What would you say is your philoso-
phy in life? I hold three mantra's daily 
in my life. One being- "don't get stuck 
at a 9 to 5", "no excuses, do what 
makes you happy", and lastly "I like 
expensive things so I have to be suc-
cessful". To further elaborate there is 
nothing wrong with a 9 to 5 job. In 
fact, I have worked plenty of jobs 
where I am designated to be on 
site at a specific time. But often “jobs” 
lead to stagnation as opposed to 
building on a solid career. I want to 
experience personal freedom and 
enjoy every day of work. My desire is 
to spend my days doing tasks that 
are rewarding to myself and others. I 
also have very expensive taste and 
want to do work that accounts for my 
spending habits. 

What personal experience, if any, has 
had a huge impact on your personal 
philosophies and/or plans in the fu-
ture? In my life I've faced many chal-

lenges and hindrances in my aca-
demic journey. Coming from a single 
parent household, my mom strived 
and wanted to always see me doing 
as best as possible. She was there 
reinforcing dreams when I wanted to 
give up. These moments are ex-
tremely impactful, force me to always 
have a plan for my future. A plan may 
not always be clear, but having one 
always beats none at all. 

Now that you are approaching gradu-
ation, what do you claim as your most 
important asset as you enter the 
workforce and the world? The biggest 
asset I have acquired is a strong 
sense of confidence. At a very early 
age, I experienced challenges while 
working with various older people. I 
didn't fit in much in the work place 
and was often times verbally attacked 
for different qualities I possessed. 
When I reached a place of confi-
dence I stopped worrying and started 
embracing what others attacked. 
When pursuing a career it is essential 
you keep your head high, and feet 
planted firmly. Otherwise, people wait 
to see you fall. 

How has County College of Morris 
and EOF prepared you for life after 
college? The EOF Department has 
helped me tremendously in preparing 
for life after college. It is great to 
know each semester they offered a 
slew of resources to everyone in the 
program. I truly believe that the EOF 
staff influenced me to develop more 
of a can-do attitude in my personal/
professional life. 

What are your plans after gradua-
tion? I plan to transfer to a four-year 
university Spring of 2016. I've never 
experienced living on campus or liv-
ing away from home and very excited 
for the opportunity! I do not have set 
plans as of yet and choosing to take 
things slow. I am more concerned 
about maintaining my grades and 
transferring at the moment. 

What are memorable moments you 
have had with EOF? The most mem-
orable moment was stumbling across 
Pam in the EOF office by chance. My 

first semester I was confused and 
had no clue what I was doing. I came 
into the office by accident since I did-
n't know how the college process 
worked or what my first class was. 
Pam was very polite and even printed 
out my schedule although I was not 
yet in the program. I kept in contact 
with EOF since I had a friend who 
was in the program. He encouraged 
me to join. My mom was also curious 
and spoke to Pam about the pro-
gram. This is when I realized it was 
no longer about my mom inquiring 
and I had to step up in this process. I 
found out what I needed and soon 
realized I qualified to be an EOF stu-
dent. Pam has been the best  to me 
in more ways then I could imagine. 
Beth and Gene have been equally 
prominent in my journey.  

What advice or message would you 
like to leave to current and/or future 
EOF students? Never give up on a 
dream. We are each placed on earth 
with a unique purpose. It is important 
to live life and fulfill goals by reaching 
our full potential. Our goals/ desires 
separate us from everyone we are 
surrounded around.  

Also our dreams sometimes change 
and IF they do be willing to make the 
most of any new plans your heart is 
desiring. And lastly, never allow 
someone to attack for what you are 
striving. Life is not preset, we set the 
tone for our lives. 

When you are not studying and en-
gaging academic life, how do you 
spend your free time? When I am not 
focused on school, I am definitely 
sleep most of the time. I work full time 
as an Assistant Manager. When I am 
not sleeping, I am shopping or blog-
ging. I also spend a great deal of my 
time eating out. Life has its ups and 
downs but I try to enjoy it in stride.  

Continued on page 4 
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EOF Student Alliance UPDATE 

Costume 
Winner: 
Jessie 
Erving 

Luisa Palacio Zapata, Jane Quedding, 
Kassandra Vargas & Casey Vreeland 

Shelsey Vazquez, Jane Quedding, 
Aesha Patel & Luisa Palacio Zapata 

Debra 
Edingfield & 

son, 
Landyon 

T 
he EOF Student Alliance 

had a wonderful 

turnout for the 

12
th
 Annual UNICEF 

Drive and many attended the EOF 

Open House, Oct. 29, too. Twelve 

students helped out at the Sheffield 

Alcove offering candy for donations, 

and several entered the costume 

contest. EOF Student, Jessie Erving, 

won the contest with her fuzzy Kan-

garoo costume!  

All totaled we raised 

$325.10 for UNICEF. 

This is the most we have 

ever raised! (UNICEF sponsors poor 

children around the world with food, 

medical care and shelter in times of 

severe crisis). Thank you to everyone 

who collected pennies in the trick or 

treat boxes over Halloween and 

helped at the table!! 

The next event planned 

is their Bake Sale on 

Tuesday, Dec. 1, 10-

2 in the Cohen Café 

alcove. Proceeds will 

benefit the earthquake 

victims in Chile. Sign- ups are going 

on now for baked goods or to help 

sell at the table; both earn community 

service hours. Track your time shop-

ping and baking at home to get credit 

for the hours you put in! Please bring 

an ingredient list or the package con-

tents listing for all food to comply with 

the Bake Sale Guidelines set up by 

Campus Life to protect those who 

have food allergies. 

Finally, on Dec. 8 stu-

dents can sign up to 

staff the Cops n’ Kids 

table, asking for book label donations 

and collecting gently used children’s 

books. In addition to this one day, 

EOF is collecting books from Nov 9- 

Dec. 18. Boxes are in two locations 

on campus, outside of EOF & by 

Campus Life. Students who donate a 

book will receive one hour of commu-

nity service. 

The last Alliance meeting is: Tues, 

Nov. 19, 12:30-1:30 in the EOF Con-

ference room. 
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You’re invited to the 

Kwanzaa Ceremony! ~ EOF Special Event! Open to College Community!Kwanzaa Ceremony! ~ EOF Special Event! Open to College Community! 

Thursday, December 3rd, 2:00 PM—4:00 PM 

Student Community Center—Davidson Rooms SC 234A & SC 234B 

The EOF Holiday Party!The EOF Holiday Party!The EOF Holiday Party!  
(Signup to assist for either Workshop  or Community Service Credit) 

WHEN WHAT WHERE 

Tuesday, December 1 
10:00 AM—2:00 PM 

EOF Alliance Bake Sale 
Sign up in EOF 

Cohen Café Alcove 

Thursday, December 3 
2:00 PM—4:00 PM 

Participate in Kwanzaa Ceremony 
Sign up in EOF  

Student Community Center 
Davidson Rms.: SC 234A & SC2 34B 

Tuesday, December 8 
11:00 AM—3:00 PM 

Staff Table for Cops N’ Kids 
Fundraiser,   Sign up in EOF  

Student Community Center 
Lobby 

WHEN WHAT WHERE 

Mon.—Fri., Nov. 16—20 
Various Times 

Career Week! 
Many workshops to choose from! 

See flyer in your mailbox! 
Bring your form for verification 

Thursday, November 19 
12:30 PM—1:45 PM 

Alternatives to Anxiety 
(Part Two) 

Cohen Hall, Room CH 157 

Thursday, December 3 
2:00 PM—4:00 PM 

Kwanzaa! 
Participate for workshop OR commu-
nity service credit. Sign up w/Gene 

Student Community Center 
Davidson Rms.: SC 234A & SC2 34B 
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NNNOVOVOV./D./D./DECECEC. 2015. 2015. 2015   
SUN MON TUE WED  THU FRI  SAT  

8 
 

9 10 

 

11 
“Greet N’ Eat” 

EOF Office, CH 211 

12:30 PM 

12 
 

13 14 

15 16 17 
True Colors 

LRC122, 2:00 PM 

18 
 

19 
 

 

20 21 

22 23 24 25 
 

26 
Thanksgiving Day 

Campus Closed 

27 
Campus Closed 

28 

29 30 Dec. 1 
EOF Alliance Bake Sale 

Cohen Alcove 

10:00 AM 

Dec. 2 Dec. 3 
Kwanzaa Celebration 

SCC—Rms. SC 234 A & 

SC 234B, 2:00 PM 

Dec. 4 Dec. 5 

Counselor ’s  Cl ipboardCounselor ’s  Cl ipboard  

THE SECOND STUDENT PROGRESS REPORTS ARE IN! 

Make an Appointment to Review Yours! 

 November 2 was the first day of Spring 2016 registration. Please be sure to REGISTER once you 
are advised! Classes are already closing! 

 November 12 was the last day to WITHDRAW from a class or WITHDRAW from College! See your 
counselor if you still want to drop a course or withdraw from college completely. 

 Schedule weekly tutoring if you are in Basic Math, Basic Algebra, Intermediate Algebra, Writing Skills 
and Science courses.  (See your counselor for details). Watch for pre-finals Math review sessions! 

 EOF students were presented with an CCM Tutoring Rewards Card, please view and comply with 
instructions. At the end of each semester, you must submit your card by December 16 to be 
considered for any reward. We award those students that will meet these criteria:  

 7—10  card punches: One free lunch 

 11—14 card punches: Two free lunches 

 15+ card punches: $25.00 CCM Bookstore gift certificate & one free lunch 

 Check your mailbox at least twice a week for all the latest events and reminders! All communications 
from the college will be sent via the student e-mail system. Students MUST access their 
@student.ccm.edu account on a regular basis. 


