
1 

 

I n s i d e  t h i s  i s s u e  

 Chi Alpha Epsilon  .............................. 2 

 EOF Senior Spotlight ....................... 2 

 EOF Student Alliance ....................... 3 

 The Jets, the Giants & You .............. 4 

 Workshops & Comm. Svc. Ops. ....... 5 

 Nov./Dec. Calendar ......................... 6 

 Counselor’s Clipboard ..................... 6 

AD D R E S S I N G  T H E N E E D S  O F  O U R  ST U D E N T S  &  

PL AN T I N G  T H E  S EE D S  F O R  A S E C U R E  F U T U R E . 

Another successful Chi Alpha Epsilon 

Honor Society Induction Ceremony!  
n Monday, October 20, 2014 
from 2:30 pm – 4:00 pm the 
EOF program in conjunction 

with Disability Services proudly 
inducted ten students and two honorary 
staff members into the Chi Alpha Epsilon 
National Honor Society. For students to be 
inducted they must have a minimum GPA 
of 3.0 or higher for two consecutive se-
mesters – Fall & Spring full-time enroll-
ment. For honorary inductions, the Honor 
Society facilitator, Mrs. Pamela Marcenaro 
– EOF Director can select two college staff 
members that have shown consistent ded-
ication, support, and foster academic ex-
cellence amongst their students.  The day 
began with a private induction ceremony 
that only new inductees and facilitator 
partake.  Immediately following the induc-
tion, a celebratory lunch reception was 
hosted for new members, their families, 
and friends. 

During the reception, inductees received 
their Chi Alpha Epsilon induction pin, as 
recognition of their academic excellence. 
In addition, three current Chi Alpha Epsi-
lon members were recognized for pin up-
grades. These students improved their 
GPA from a 3.0 to a 3.5 or higher for the 

Fall 2013 or Spring 2014 semesters. Two 
members were moved up to a Ruby pin 

and one member received an Emerald pin.  

This is a very special event for EOF and 
Disability Services, as it reaffirms their 
student’s dedication and each program’s 
commitment to their success. Regardless 
of academic challenges, these students 
continue to show a high level of dedica-
tion, drive, and motivation towards aca-
demic excellence. 

We would like to personally thank all par-
ents, friends, and students that were able 
to attend the event. In addition, we would 
like to thank to Dr. Edward Yaw – CCM 
President, Dr. Dwight Smith – Vice Presi-
dent of Academic Affairs, Dr. Bette Sim-
mons – Vice President of Student Develop-
ment and Enrollment Management, Mrs. 
Maria Schiano, Director of Disability Ser-
vices and Testing, Ms. Edith Nelson – EOF 
Counselor, Mrs. Beth Pinajian – EOF Coun-
selor, and Ms. Gene Moss – EOF Adminis-
trative Assistant for their attendance and 
support. A big thank you to Chi Alpha Epsi-
lon volunteers Dan Hilton and Amanda 
Testa, for assisting in the induction cere-
mony process. We appreciate your help! 
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Continued on page 2 

Pam Marcenaro, EOF Director and 

Chi Alpha Epsilon Advisor 
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Chi Alpha Epsilon—

(Continued) 

EOF Senior Spotlight: 

Marco Garcia 

Continued on page 3 

List of Inductees: 

 Edie Nelson (EOF Counse-
lor, Honorary Member) 

 Beth Pinajian (EOF Coun-
selor, Honorary Member) 

 Brayan Aroca (EOF) 

 Justin Biche (Disability 
Services) 

 Marco Garcia (EOF) 

 Curtis Hubbard (Disability 
Services) 

 Liam Kealy (Disability Ser-
vices) 

 Michael Kelly (EOF) 

 Johanna Lynch (Disability 
Services) 

 Juan Millan (EOF) 

 Tuyen Nguyen (EOF) 

 Shawn Pound (Disability 
Services) 

Pin Upgrades: 

 Matthew Fisher (Disability 
Services), Emerald Pin 
Upgrade 

 Daniel Hilton (EOF), Ruby 
Pin Upgrade 

 Amanda Testa (EOF), Ruby 
Pin Upgrade 

 

 

 

 

Pamela Marcenaro, 
EOF Director  

W 
hat are your 
plans after 
graduation? 
My current 

plans after CCM are to go on 
a nice vacation, and to trans-
fer to a four year university 
and receive my bachelor’s 
degree. 

How has County College of 
Morris and EOF prepared you 
for life after college? County 
College of Morris is a small 
institution, thus I have been 
able to have a better relation-
ship with my professors. I can 
go to my professors and re-
ceive advice, on any topic. 
EOF has given me the leader-

ship skills to successfully con-
tinue on to a four year uni-
versity, and the tools to 
choose the best opportunities 
possible. I was able to discov-
er both my strengths and 
weaknesses, through my ex-
perience here. 

Now that you are approach-
ing graduation, what do you 

claim as your most im-
portant asset as you enter 
the workforce and the 
world? My most important 

Brayan Aroca, Juan Millan, Edie Nelson, Marco Garcia, Pam Marcenaro, Liam Kealy, 

Daniel Hilton, Beth Pinajian, Tuyen Nguyen and Amanda Testa 
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EOF Senior Spotlight— 

(Continued) 
asset would be my confi-
dence and ability to express 
myself more freely. I have 
also grown to become versa-
tile in any given situation. 

What role has the EOF pro-
gram played in your academ-
ic, personal, and professional 
development? The EOF pro-
gram has been a mentor 
throughout my CCM experi-
ence. They have supported 
me in my decision, and ad-
vised me in which classes to 
take in order to succeed. Per-
sonally, the program has 
helped me feel welcomed 
and comfortable at CCM. 
Professionally, EOF has 
helped me develop network-
ing connections. It has been a 
tremendous asset to my edu-
cational career. 

What things have motivated 
you to continue striving for 
academic success and profes-
sional growth? What has 
motivated me the most are 
my future aspirations. Once I 
obtain my degrees, I want to 
be able to support my future 
wife and children in a com-

fortable manner. I want them 
to experience the world, in a 
way that I have not. It is this 
image I have created, that 
has motivated me the most. 

What advice or message 
would you like to leave to 
current and/or future EOF 
students? Choose classes that 
will challenge you, or classes 
outside of your major to ex-
pand your knowledge. Try to 
get out of your comfort zone 
as much as possible. There 
are so many great people and 
so many great things in the 
world that cannot be 
achieved in a closed mindset. 

What motivated you to get 
involved in student life ini-
tially? What can you say 
about students getting in-
volved? What motivated me 
to get involved in student life 
was the chance to meet new 
people. College should be an 
enjoyable experience.  

What would you say is your 
philosophy in life? My philos-
ophy is to do things that 
make you happy and sur-

round yourself with positive 
people. There is so much neg-
ativity in the world, but our 
mindset should not be the 
same. We need to have our 
own outlook. 

What personal experience, if 
any, has had a huge impact 
on your personal philoso-
phies and/or plans in the 
future? Leaving my friends 
behind was a difficult deci-
sion to make, but it allowed 
me to explore my likes and 
dislikes. Once I discovered my 
interest, I surrounded myself 
with positive thoughts and 
positive people.  

In what ways have you 
changed or remained the 
same since your participation 
in the EOF Summer Orienta-
tion Program? Since the EOF 
Summer Orientation pro-
gram, I have drastically 
changed. I like to express 
myself, and take charge of 
situations. I have matured, 
but have kept my sense of 
humor.  

What are memorable mo-
ments you have had with 
EOF? The most memorable 
moment would definitely be 
the summer orientation. It 
really opened my eyes to 
what college life is. I met so 
many wonderful people such 
as the EOF staff, Chef 
Ronaldo, and Professor Willi-
ford. It was also an incredible 
experience to meet my peers 
such as Scarlett, Jahmil, and 
Grae. All who are motivated 
to strive forward.  

When you are not studying 
and engaging academic life, 
how do you spend your free 
time? I spend my free time 
writing, fishing, and spending 
quality time with my dog. It is 
important to me to spend 
time alone, and to enjoy the 
environment and nature.    

Continued on page 4 

T 
he EOF Student Alli-
ance had a wonder-
ful turnout for our 
11th annual UNICEF 

drive and our 
EOF Open 
House! Many 
students en-
tered the cos-

tume contest with very origi-
nal and unique costumes. 

At the Cohen Café alcove, 
students decorated for Hal-
loween, distributed Trick or 
Treat collection boxes and 
encouraged those passing by 
to unload their spare change. 
They collected an impressive 
amount for 4 hours:  $170!  
Thank you and a special ku-
dos to all the volunteers who 
made this fundraiser another 

EOF Student Alliance UPDATE! 

Shelsey Vazquez, Marco Garcia, Brayan 

Aroca and Steve Martinez 
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EOF Student Alliance UPDATE— 

(Continued) 
great success!  

The next event 
planned is the 
Bake Sale on 

Tuesday, Nov. 11, 
10-2 in the Cohen Café al-
cove. Proceeds will benefit 
the Cops n’ Kids program; 
book labels will be sold there 
for $1.00. Sign- ups are con-
tinuing for baked goods to be 
brought in or to staff table; 

both earn community service 
hours. Please bring an ingre-
dient list or the package con-
tents listing for all baked 
goods to comply with the 
Bake Sale Guidelines set up 
by Campus Life to protect 
those who have food aller-
gies. 

Also, on Dec. 2 
students can 
sign up to staff 

the Cops n’ 
Kids donation 
table for donors to buy labels 
or donate gently used chil-
dren’s books.  In addition to 
this one day, currently EOF is 
collecting gently used chil-
dren’s books  for this pro-
gram. Boxes are in two loca-
tions on campus Nov. 10- 
Dec. 19, outside of EOF & by 
Campus Life. Students who 

donate books will receive one 
hour of community service. 

Remaining Alliance meetings 
are: Tues, Nov. 18, 12:30-1:30 
in the EOF Conference room 
& Tues, Dec. 2 at Cops n’ Kids 
table in the SCC lobby during 
the Market Place event.  

A 
s I write this, it is 
past the halfway 
point in the Giants 
and Jets football 

season. Both teams are not 
having very good seasons.  At 
this point, it looks like neither 
has a chance to pull out a 
successful season. Both may 
score some victories but, the 
numbers and the sports writ-
ers seem to indicate neither 
will be able to win their divi-
sion. They just hope to end 
with more wins than losses. 
In my opinion, football and 
basketball hinge on whichev-
er team comes out motivated 
after halftime. For “non-
sports” readers, this is when 
the teams take a break, go to 
the locker room and hopeful-
ly get inspired to play better 
and pull out a win.  Their lev-
el of motivation is a big factor 
to turning things around. It is 

the same with school. 

Some of you are just trying to 
hang on till final exams are 
over. We have passed the 
halfway point in the semes-
ter, but you can still motivate 
yourself to finish well. No 
sports team that I know of 
ever decided to give up be-
cause they were behind and 
then refused to come out of 
the locker room after 
halftime. It is time to take an 
honest look at how you are 
doing in your classes and try 
to pull off a decent grade in 
your courses. Having a chat 
with your instructor is one 
way to see how you are do-
ing. Even though you may 
have already spoken with 
your professor earlier in the 
semester, if your grades are 
borderline, it is time for an-
other chat.  

Here are some strategies that 
might be useful in trying to 
pull off a “winning” grade.  

 CHECK THE SCORE: Find 

out what grade you have 
now. Ask if there are ways 
to bring that grade up. 
Extra credit or perhaps, 
submitting a rough draft 
of a paper and then mak-
ing the changes the in-
structor recommends. 
Come out with a new 
strategy to try. Don’t give 
up! 

 TRY TO GET THE GAME 

INTO OVERTIME: Ask the 
instructor for an extension 
on a paper and explain 
your reasons. If you are 
really behind, you might 
ask if the instructor would 
be willing to give you an 
“Incomplete.” That gives 
you 4 weeks after the se-
mester to complete your 
work. 

 ASK FOR A VIDEO REVIEW 

OF THE GAME TAPE: The 
“tape” would be absences, 
exams and/or papers that 

the instructor may have 
missed awarding you a 
points for, or failed to give 
credit for an essay. Some-
times, a couple of points 
are the difference be-
tween an “A” or a “B.” 

It is very important in all of 
your interactions with your 
professors, you are polite and 
respectful. You can make 
your case with your instructor 
in an assertive manner, but 
not aggressive, and perhaps 
explain and/or apologize for 
the ways in which you have 
messed up. Ask for a chance 
to show what you know! 
Whatever you do, at least, 
take a shot at succeeding. 
You’ve got nothing to lose! 
Go YOU! 

By: Beth Pinajian 
EOF Counselor 

The Jets, the Giants and YOU  
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Nov./Dec.—Opportunities 
WHEN WHAT WHERE 

Tuesday, November 11 
10:00 AM—2:00 PM 

EOF Alliance Bake Sale 
Sign up in EOF 

Cohen Café Alcove 

Tuesday, December 2 
11:30 AM—1:30 PM 

Staff Table for Cops N’ Kids 
Fundraiser, Sign up in EOF  

Student Community Center 
Lobby 

Thursday, December 4 
2:00 PM—4:00 PM 

Participate in Kwanzaa Ceremony 
Sign up in EOF  

Sherman H. Masten Learning 
Resource Ctr. (Library), Rm. LRC 121 

WHEN WHAT WHERE 

Wednesday, November 12 
12:30 PM—1:45 PM 

“Greet N’ Eat” 
For new EOF freshmen class 

EOF Office, Room CH 211 

Thursday, November 13 
12:30 PM—1:45 PM 

Positive Ways To Deal With Stress Cohen Hall, Room CH 255 

Mon.—Fri., Nov. 17—21 
Various Times 

Career Week! 
Many workshops! 

See flyer in your mailbox!. 
Bring your form for verification 

Tuesday, November 18 
2:00 PM—3:15 PM 

True Colors Workshop 
Personality Assessment 

Sherman H. Masten Learning 
Resource Ctr. (Library), Rm. LRC 122 

Thursday, December 4 
2:00 PM—4:00 PM 

Kwanzaa! 
Participate for workshop OR commu-
nity service credit. Sign up w/Gene 

Sherman H. Masten Learning 
Resource Ctr. (Library), Rm. LRC 121 

Nov./Dec. 

You’re invited to the 

Kwanzaa Ceremony! ~ EOF Special Event!Kwanzaa Ceremony! ~ EOF Special Event! 

Thursday, December 4th, 2:00 PM—4:00 PM 

Sherman H. Masten Learning Resource Center (Library), LRC 121 

The EOF Holiday Party!The EOF Holiday Party!The EOF Holiday Party!  
(Signup to assist for either Workshop  or Community Service Credit) 
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NNNOVOVOV./D./D./DECECEC. 2014. 2014. 2014   
SUN MON TUE WED  THU FRI  SAT  

9 
 

10 11 
EOF Alliance Bake Sale 

Cohen Alcove 

10:00 AM 

12 
“Greet N’ Eat” 

EOF Office, CH 211 

12:30 PM 

13 
Positive Ways To Deal 

With Stress, CH 255 

12:30 PM 

14 15 

16 17 18 
True Colors 

LRC122, 2:00 PM 

19 
 

20 
 

 

21 22 

23 24 25 26 
 

27 
Thanksgiving Day 

Campus Closed 

28 
Campus Closed 

29 

30 Dec. 1 Dec. 2 
Cops n’ Kids 

Table, SCC Lobby 

11:30 AM 

Dec. 3 Dec. 4 
Kwanzaa Celebration 

LRC 122, 2:00 PM 

  

Counselor’s ClipboardCounselor’s Clipboard  

THE SECOND STUDENT PROGRESS REPORTS ARE IN! 

Make an Appointment to Review Yours! 

 November 3 was the first day of Spring 2015 registration. Please be sure to REGISTER once you are advised! 
Classes are already closing! 

 November 13 is the last day to WITHDRAW from a class or WITHDRAW from College! See your counselor 
if you still want to drop a course or withdraw from college completely. 

 Schedule weekly tutoring if you are in Basic Math, Basic Algebra, Intermediate Algebra, Writing Skills and 
Science courses.  (See your counselor for details). Watch for pre-finals Math review sessions! 

 EOF students were presented with an CCM Tutoring Rewards Card, please view and comply with instructions. 
At the end of each semester, you must submit your card by December 17 to be considered for any reward. We 
award those students that will meet these criteria:  

 15+ card punches: $25.00 CCM Bookstore gift certificate & one free lunch 

 11—14 card punches: Two free lunches 

 7—10  card punches: One free lunch 

 Check your mailbox at least twice a week for all the latest events and reminders! All communications from the 
college will be sent via the student e-mail system. Students MUST access their @student.ccm.edu account on 
a regular basis. 


