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Year End Holiday
December 26 - January 2

This is to confirm that, in accordance with the  
year-end holiday schedule, the college will be 
closed beginning December 26 and will reopen on 
January 3, 2012.

Save the Date
January Professional Days 
January 12 and 13, 2012

You can find Professional Days under “Calendars” 
on the Academic Affairs links and Information on 
the Faculty/Staff webpage.

The CCMemo

Upcoming Events 
County College of Morris Student Excels in 
New Pfizer Internship Program
Establishing a Pathway to a Career in the Pharmaceutical 
Industry

Yury Rincon of Dover arrived in 
this country from Colombia at 
the age of 10 knowing no English 
and with only her mother by her 
side. Today at 21, she is a success-
ful student at County College of 
Morris (CCM), with a 3.3 grade 
point average, who has paved the 
way for other chemistry students 
at CCM to benefit from an intern-
ship at Pfizer. One of two students to take part in CCM’s first 
internship program at Pfizer last summer, she knows the 
value of such hands-on experience.

“Adding this internship to my resume is giving me a real 
advantage,” says Rincon. “It also has allowed me to become 
a leader at CCM by giving me confidence in my techniques. 
Everything that I have learned at CCM, I was able to put into 
practice at Pfizer.”

It was not until she arrived at CCM that Rincon discovered 
her ability to succeed in science. Working part-time as a 
pharmacy technician, she was intrigued by the world of 
pharmaceuticals, from the derivatives of their names, to 
their chemical compositions. But science and math were  
not her strong suit. Then she took a math course at CCM 
and was encouraged by her professor, Dale Garlick, to take 
Calculus II. Similarly, in her chemistry class she was encour-
aged by Professor Janet Johannessen to keep asking ques-
tions. “Her comment was that if I had a question, other 
students also were sure to have the same question.”

As an Educational Opportunity Fund (EOF) student, Rincon 
also took advantage of the academic support services pro-
vided by the EOF staff.

(cont’d on page 2)

CCM Accepts AmEx as Payment 
Option

County College of Morris now accepts the AmEx 
Credit Card as a payment option.

CCM Holiday Scholarship Card
The CCM Holiday Scholarship Card has been a 
longstanding tradition here on campus.  It’s time 
for us to come together and support each other 
by donating to a special scholarship fund award-
ed to your fellow employees.  Your contribution 
will go directly to the scholarship fund, which is 
available to full-time employees or their children 
for books and fees.

Send your donation to Roxanne Smith, mail-
station HH 119. Make your check payable to the 
CCM Foundation. Every donation, no matter the 
denomination, is appreciated.

The deadline for receiving all donations is 
Tuesday, December 20 at 5 p.m. The card will 
be emailed to the entire CCM Community on 
Wednesday, December 21.

For information on how to apply for the scholar-
ship, call Katie Olsen, director of development, 
at ext. 5058.
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County College of Morris Student Excels in 
New Pfizer Internship Program
(cont’d from page 1)

“My first semester here was not so successful, but the atten-
tion I have gotten here, what I have experienced here, has 
really made a difference,” she says. 

Her grades became so good that they, along with her strong 
determination, earned her the internship at Pfizer, along 
with another student who graduated from CCM last May. 
The internship was created through the relationships Pro-
fessor Anthony DiStasio has established through CCM’s 
Industrial Advisory Committee for Biotechnology. His hope 
is that similar internships will be created at other leading 
companies in the area.

While the support Rincon has found at CCM has been criti-
cal to her success, she notes that it is her mother, Yolanda 
Merchan, who has provided her with the inspiration and 
motivation to succeed.

“My mom made a lot of sacrifices so I could get a good  
education. She was a manager of a healthcare facility in  
Colombia but gave that up to bring me to the United States 
so I could attend schools here,” says Rincon. 

Rincon’s goal is to become a pharmacist and develop a ca-
reer in the regulatory arena. Along with the practical experi-
ence she received from her internship, another benefit was 
the chance it gave her to talk with established scientists. “It 
showed me that what I am going through, others have gone 
through and they made it.”

Faculty/Staff Discussion Board - 
Forum
The Information Systems department has final-
ized the development of an online forum where 
members of the CCM community can communi-
cate with one another. The link provided below 
offers a brief tutorial to this new communication 
tool. A number of discussion topics have been 
established; please read/subscribe to them and/
or start some of your own. Take a few minutes to 
review the tutorial and establish your profile.

Tutorial:  
http://camtasia3.ccm.edu/media/CCM_Fo-
rum_Software_Tutorial_-_iPod_and_iPhone_-
_20111014_01.52.48PM.mp4.

•  Forum Software Tip
You can subscribe to a forum by following 
these steps after you login:

   Select “Member Control Panel”
   Click on “Subscriptions”
   Scroll down to “Select a Forum to Subscribe to”
   Click on the drop down arrow, select a topic
   Click on “Subscribe”

“Spirit of the West” Exhibit at County  
College of Morris
Work of Local Artist and Professor Creates a Place of  
Serenity

Barry Zawacki of Mountain 
Lakes brings the “Spirit of the 
West” to the East in a solo exhi-
bition at the County College of 
Morris (CCM) gallery.

The exhibit features pottery, 
paintings and sculpture in-
spired by the forms, textures, 
colors and landscapes of Colo-
rado and the desert southwest. 

A sense of serenity fills the gallery through the simplicity 
and understated elegance of each piece created by Zawacki. 

(cont’d on page 3)

Friendly Reminders
•  Active Shooter DVD

For those who were not able to attend the  
Active Shooter Forum on September 29.  
You can now view the DVD titled Shots 
Fired on Campus on the CCM website at 
http://www3.ccm.edu/security. The DVD is 
password protected and you will have to sign  
in to view it. In addition to the DVD, the 
program offers written instructions and safety 
precautions you might wish to print out and 
read. It also offers an exam to test your aware-
ness after viewing the DVD. Student access will 
be available shortly.

•  Salary Authorizations
Payroll requests that stipends paid via Salary 
Authorization Memo utilize the employee’s  
full legal name and may not use nicknames. 
CCM Employee ID numbers must be included 
as well. Do not use Social Security numbers.

(cont’d on page 3)

http://camtasia3.ccm.edu/media/CCM_Forum_Software_Tutorial_-_iPod_and_iPhone_-_20111014_01.52.48PM.mp4
http://camtasia3.ccm.edu/media/CCM_Forum_Software_Tutorial_-_iPod_and_iPhone_-_20111014_01.52.48PM.mp4
http://camtasia3.ccm.edu/media/CCM_Forum_Software_Tutorial_-_iPod_and_iPhone_-_20111014_01.52.48PM.mp4
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Swap and Shop
For Sale: Gently worn men’s black leather sport jacket. Gap, 
size large. $40. Call Gail at ext. 5411 

Free: Upright Winter piano, 20 plus years old. Must remove 
from residence (4 steps).  Contact Monica at ext 5351 or 
email mmaraska@ccm.edu.

For Sale: Two tickets to a Community Theatre event for 
The Machine on Friday, March 9, 2012 at 8 p.m. America’s 
top Pink Floyd tribute band performs a diverse mix of The 
Floyd’s extensive repertoire - complete with faithful rendi-
tions of popular hits as well as obscure gems - with stellar 
musicianship, dramatic lighting and video, and passionate 
delivery that sets them above other Floyd tribute bands. Tick-
ets are in orchestra left, row E, seats 1 and 3. $44 per ticket.  
Call Cindy Johnson at ext. 5631.

Friendly Reminders

(cont’d from page 2)

•  NJ DOL Posting
The Department of Labor has issued a new 
posting and notification requirement for em-
ployers in the state of New Jersey. Employers 
are required to provide the following notifica-
tion: “Employer Obligation to Maintain and 
Report Records” to all employees of the college. 
This notice is posted on the Intranet under Hu-
man Resources and the bulletin boards outside 
of the Human Resources office in Henderson 
Hall. The bulletin boards are located between 
the exit doors between the President’s office 
and Human Resources.

•  Student Aides - Share with Students
The last day of employment for student aides 
who are graduating and students who have not 
registered for the spring semester is Tuesday, 
December 19. 
 
During the semester break, students who have 
registered for at least six credits for the Spring 
Semester will be permitted to work as many as 
35 hours per week. However, supervisors are 
encouraged to monitor the earnings of their 
student aides carefully in order to maximize 
the length of their employment. 
 
Students on the federal work-study program 
(green timesheets) should check with the  
Financial Aid office to determine whether their 
award balances will be sufficient to support 
these extended work hours. If you have further 
questions, contact Rosemary Grant, associate 
director of Career Services and Cooperative 
Education at ext. 4558.

“Spirit of the West” Exhibit at County  
College of Morris
(cont’d from page 2)

“Simplicity is the core of my 
approach,” says Zawacki, who 
teachers ceramics at CCM. “In 
my painting and pottery, the 
visual relationships of color, 
proportions and form are the 
primary focus. It is a conviction 
to the strength of a simple visual 
statement. Visual clutter, social 
innuendoes and psychological metaphors play no role in 
my visual images and forms. Each piece is open to personal 
interpretation by the viewer.”

Along with the exhibit, Zawacki has created a  
video about his work that can be found at  
www.youtube.com/watch?v=C8UrgS8NSug.

The exhibit is free and open to the public and on display 
through the month of January. 

Zawacki earned his B.A. in art education from the University 
of Northern Colorado and his MFA in painting from the 
University of Denver. He has done extensive post-graduate 
studies in illustration and ceramics at the Parson’s School 
of Design and at workshops and residencies at Benning-
ton College, Montclair State University and the Anderson 
Ranch Arts Center, Snowmass, Colorado.  A gallery of his 
pottery can be found at www.americanpotters.com/gallery.
tpl?ID=108500285145638#.


