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Seven CCM Professors Retire;  
18 New Full-Time Professors Join Faculty

E arlier this year, County College of Morris bid farewell to seven professors, who 
retired in 2017, including Sander Zulauf, professor, English, following 44 years of 
teaching; Teresa Wulster, assistant professor, Biology, following 14 years of teaching; 
Barbara Karpinski, professor, Psychology, following 26 years of teaching; Gerald 
Kloby, associate professor, Sociology, following 11 years of teaching; Nial McCabe, 
professor, Electrical Engineering,  following 36 years of teaching; and Anthony 
Cupo, professor, Business, following 41 years of teaching.

To replace those who have retired and to fill positions where needed, the college has 
hired 18 new full-time faculty members in the School of Professional Studies and 
Applied Science, School of Health Professions and Natural Sciences and School of 
Liberal Arts.

“We thank our retiring faculty members for their many years of service, and we’re 
pleased to be adding additional high-caliber professionals to our faculty,” said Dr. 
Anthony J. Iacono, president of CCM. “These new faculty members and the experi-
ence they bring will contribute significantly to our mission of providing a high-
quality higher education for our students.” 

New Faculty Members
Dr. James Capozzi, assistant professor, English, earned his Ph.D. in English from 
Binghamton University, M.A. in English from the University of Texas at Austin and 
B.A. in Communication Studies from The College of New Jersey.

Laura Driver, of Millington, assistant professor, English, earned her M.A. in Eng-
lish and Comparative Literature from Columbia University and B.A. in English 
from Duke University.

Dr. Naomi Edwards, assistant professor, English, earned her Ph.D. in English and 
M.A. in Women and Gender Studies from Stony Brook University and B.A. in Eng-
lish from the Loyola University in Chicago.

Elizabeth Fitzgerald, associate professor, Nursing, is working on her Ph.D. in 
Nursing at Seton Hall University, earned her M.S. in Nursing Education from Ra-
mapo College and B.S. in Nursing from The College of Saint Elizabeth.

Dr. Michelle C. Iden, assistant professor, History, earned her Ph.D. in Modern His-
tory and Literature from Drew, M.A. in American Studies from Columbia University 
and B.S. in History and American Studies from The George Washington University.

C ounty College of Morris hosted a 
series of events in recognition of Na-
tional Suicide Prevention Awareness 
Month, including an art exhibition ti-
tled “Marisa Rincón: An Impression of 
Life,” that featured the work of Marisa 
Rincón, a 2007 CCM Fine Arts graduate, 
who died by suicide in February.

The exhibit consisted of more than 20 
works by Rincón. Also featured in the 
show were painted portraits of Rincón cre-
ated by prominent New Jersey artists Tim 
Maher, John B. Wolff and Lorraine deSmet.

An accomplished artist, between 2004 
and 2017, Rincon had six art exhibits 

throughout New Jersey. She was com-
missioned to paint five murals for Pe-
diatrics on Broadway in Denville, and 
an arched landscape for Randolph High 
School. For six years, she was a profes-
sional model and photographer who 
referred herself as a muse model for col-
leges’ and universities’ fine art depart-
ments and for art associations through-
out New Jersey.

From 2010 to 2017, Rincon owned and 
operated an Esty shop, LucidInTheSky, a 
successful online vintage clothing busi-
ness. She designed and sold tie-dyed 
clothing, purses, hats, jewelry and more 
internationally and was thrilled when 

she saw Lady Gaga on Facebook wear-
ing “The Sound of Music” blue t-shirt 
she had sent her.

In reflecting on her daughter’s life, 
Marisa’s mom, Dee Rincón ‘85, wrote 
“Marisa’s life was as rich and colorful 
as her accomplished artwork. She was 
passionate about the art world and its 
creativity. It is the hope of the Rincón 
family that this art exhibit helps those 
struggling with mental health to seek 
help from their physician, the Coun-
ty College of Morris or the American 
Foundation for Suicide Prevention. We 
believe that is Marisa’s voice, too.”  

CCM Art Exhibition Honors the Life of 
the Late CCM Student Marisa Rincón ‘07
By Mary Ann Kiczek

Continued on page 7 . . .

Green Eyes, mixed media on canvas 
by Marisa Rincón



CCM Foundation
By Barbara Capsouras

A t its annual meeting in September, the CCM Foundation welcomed two new 
board members:

Lori Fiori, Area Sales Manager for UPS, has 
been with the company since 1984 and will 
become our point of contact with UPS.

Zaher Shabani ’01 was the 2017 Alumnus of 
the Year. He is manager of operations in the 
Varicella Bulk Manufacturing Department for 
Merck Manufacturing in West Point, PA. After 
graduating from CCM, he went on to receive 
his bachelor’s degree from Rutgers University 
and a master’s degree from Columbia Univer-
sity.

Joseph Vitale, immediate past president of 
the Foundation, has left to pursue new oppor-
tunities. After more than nine years of service 
and accomplishments, he is wished well as he 
begins his new journey in life. Katie Olsen, 
Development and Foundation Director, looks 

forward to preparing for what’s ahead and to remaining steadfast 
in raising funds that will allow the college to maintain the high-
est quality of academic excellence for our students.

The Foundation enjoyed another very successful year in 2016-
2017 with nearly $685,000 raised in gifts and pledges from its 
many community constituents. The strong commitment of CCM 
alumni who give generously towards this total is greatly appreci-
ated.

Thanks to everyone who supported the CCM Foundation Scholarship Golf Outing 
on September 18, 2017 at the Rockaway River Country Club. It was a glorious day for 
the 75 golfers to enjoy a fun time, complete with lunch, a shotgun start, golf, dinner 

and prizes. This year seven alumni golfers competed for 
the Alumni Challenge with Low Net won by Ed Nel-
son ‘72 and Low Gross won by Jim Chegwidden ‘86.

Corporate Challenge winners were Nisivoccia LLP and 
Investors Bank. Prizes, including a two-year lease on a 
Lexus 350SE provided by Lexus of Route 10, were of-
fered on the front nine, while a ride across the river to 
the back nine had golfers competing for another two-
year lease on a car provided by Salerno Duane Auto 
Group. 

Proceeds from this outing support the general and vet-
erans scholarship funds.  
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2003 and 2006 Bronze Award winner 
from the National Council for  
Marketing and Public Relations.
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Above: Alumni 
Challengers Jim 
Chegwidden and Ed 
Nelson.

Right: The team from 
Nisivoccia LLP took 
home a Corporate 
Challenge award.

Celebrating 50 Years!
CCM begins its celebration 
of 50 Years!

Look for programs and events 
coming Fall of 2018!

Lori Fiori

Zaher Shabani

From the Director

Thank you all who 
joined us for the Alum-
ni Bus Trip to Yankee 
Stadium to see our 
team beat the Tampa 
Bay Rays on a beauti-
ful night in July and 
for your patience after 
the game as we waited 
for our bus to fight the 
traffic to get close to the 

stadium. You all seemed to enjoy the snacks, movie and 
raffle prizes on the bus, as well as the souvenir cup sup-
plied by the Yankees. Your participation is appreciated 
and I thank you for your continued commitment to your 
alma mater. 

CCM continues to rack up the accolades. In the last issue, 
we mentioned that CCM was named one of New Jersey’s 
best community colleges by BestColleges.com. Recently, 
PayScale.com, creator of the world’s largest online salary 
database, released its annual College Salary Report for 
2017 and named County College of Morris (CCM) the 
best two-year college in New Jersey in terms of graduates 
who earn the highest salaries at mid-career! Addition-
ally, CCM has been recognized by Washington Monthly 
magazine as one of two top community colleges in New 
Jersey and in the top-third nationally for adult learners!

The CCM Admissions Office is seeking volunteers to 
become involved in the CCM Event Squad to promote 
CCM at various festivals throughout the community. 
Some of the events that CCM has participated in this 
year were Lake Hopatcong Day, the Randolph Freedom 
Festival, the Lake Hiawatha/Parsippany Festival, The 
Festival on the Green in Morristown, and Bottle Hill 

Day in Madison. Volunteers are needed for an hour or 
two to cover time slots usually between 12:00 p.m. and 
5:00 p.m. These events begin in the spring and continue 
through the fall. Please let the Alumni Office know if 
you are interested in helping with this.

In July 2017, the Alumni Association held a fundraiser 
and networking event at the Black River Barn in Ran-
dolph, hometown of County College of Morris, and 
where over a thousand alumni reside. Unfortunately, this 
was not as successful as we had anticipated. We thank all 
of those who did stop in, but we are curious about how 
we could get more of you to join us. Any feedback you 
can provide on how to encourage attendance would be 
welcome. If you have any suggestions on other social/
networking events that you would be interested in, let 
us know!

As I have mentioned before, the CCM Department of 
Music, Dance and Performing Arts, under the direction 
of Professor Marielaine Mammon (who celebrated her 
40th year at CCM this year), always presents an incred-
ible, talented, and outstanding musical production each 
fall and spring. Friday night of each production is usu-
ally designated “Alumni Night.” This is a wonderful op-
portunity to come back to the campus and experience a 
fun, entertaining evening for family and friends. Be sure 
to join us for a show and stop at the Alumni Table!

The annual bus trip to the Radio City Christmas Spec-
tacular will be Thursday, December 7, 2017. See Page 
eight for details. Don’t miss out on seeing the Rockettes 
perform in this special holiday production.  

Barbara Capsouras ‘82, Alumni Director 
bcapsouras@ccm.edu



Nodevoli:  Just-in-Time, Top-level  
Bookkeeping Support When You Need It
By Mary Ann Kiczek
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CCM Winner’s Circle

A s the owner of a small business that provides 
bookkeeping and administrative services, Amanda 
Richardson ‘15 has seen business records and receipts 
arrive in all sorts of conditions and containers – includ-
ing a large black trash bag. “I totally get it,” she says, 

“Small business owners are focused on channeling their 
energy into running their 
business’ sales, marketing 
and production, which 
leaves little time for record-
keeping and accounting. 
That’s where my company, 
Nodevoli, comes in.”

Nodevoli, which Rich-
ardson founded in 2003, 
provides professional 
bookkeeping and business 
services on a fee-for-service 
basis. “By using my com-
pany’s services, a business 
receives top-level book-
keeping and administrative 
support only when they 
need it, without incurring 
the overhead expenses as-
sociated with hiring a full-
time employee. The busi-
ness also avoids delegating 
a task to an employee who 
has little experience in the 
area or whose time could be more efficiently used do-
ing something else for the business,” she explained. 

During her 20-year career in office management, Rich-
ardson gained extensive experience working for a variety 
of small- and medium-sized businesses. Nonetheless, 
she was quick to admit that her decision to start her own 
business came about ‘on a whim.’ “One day, it occurred 
to me that I could be applying my skills and expertise to 
working for myself. The decision to start Nodevoli may 
have been an easy one, but it was followed by a lot of 
serious business planning and hard work,” she shared.

Today, Nodevoli provides what Richardson refers to as 
“virtual bookkeeping” services to clients across a broad 
range of industries, including manufacturers, restau-
rants, law firms, interior decorators, to name a few. In 
addition to bookkeeping services, Nodevoli does ac-
counting, collection work and administrative services.

Reflecting on getting her start in the world of small 
business, Richardson recalls that finding clients was 
challenging. ”In my business, people are entrusting me 
with their bank accounts and business records, so it’s 
important to establish a sense of trust from the begin-
ning,” she said. Richardson took the advice of others 
and turned to networking, a strategy that was – and 

continues to be – an effec-
tive way for her to source 
new clients. 

Technology has had a 
large impact on the way 
Nodevoli does business. 
There are many clients 
she has never met face-to-
face, conducting her busi-
ness interactions virtu-
ally. And today, thanks to 
modern advances, Rich-
ardson finds she can work 
anywhere as long as WiFi 
is available. “I’ve taken 
my laptop to Hawaii and 
worked from there, but 
don’t tell my clients that,” 
she said kiddingly.

When asked what she likes best about her work, Rich-
ardson cited the flexibility that business ownership af-
fords her and, more importantly, the sense of accom-
plishment that comes with being a women business 
owner. “There aren’t enough of us around,” she says. 

“In fact, when I think about what I’m most proud of, 
it’s the fact that I’ve run a successful business for 14 
years. That’s what gets me out of bed in the morning 
and motivates me to keep moving forward. You can’t 
get complacent. I’m always thinking about where my 
business is going and where my next client is coming 
from.”

For CCM graduates who think they might be interested 
in starting a business, Richardson says it’s important to 
do your homework and have a business plan. “Get a 
book. Do online research. Pick people’s brains. Know 
your target audience and your market. Figure out who 
your competition is and how much to charge. Be cre-
ative,” she advised.

Richardson was already established in her business 
when she began attending County College of Morris 
back in 2012, but she readily admits that she got a lot 
out of the business courses she took and was always 

learning things she could apply to 
her business, especially in marketing 
and advertising. After graduating from 
CCM, Richardson earned a B.S. degree 
in Business Administration from the 
College of St. Elizabeth. She is current-
ly pursuing an online MBA from The 
College of William and Mary.

When she’s not attending to her clients’ 
business needs, Richardson enjoys trav-
eling and recently, while recovering from 
rotator cuff surgery, she rekindled her 
love of reading. And what if she wasn’t a 
successful business owner? Richardson 
says she has often thought that it would 
be fun being the person who comes 
up with creative names for nail polish. 
Charged Up Cherry, anyone?

On a more serious note, if you have – or know of – a 
business that can be helped by the services that Node-
voli provides, you may contact Richardson at 201-230-
6044 or arichardson@nodevoli.com.  

CCM Offers Glassblowing Class  
in Partnership with Morris County School of Glass 
by Mary Ann Kiczek

This fall, for the first time, County College of Mor-
ris is offering a class in glassblowing, a glassforming 
technique that involves inflating molten glass into a 
bubble, with the aid of a blowpipe (or blow tube). Be-
ginning Glassblowing 1 is a 16-week full-semester ac-
credited class. The class is being offered in partnership 
with the Morris County School of Glass (MCSOG), a 
glass blowing educational facility, studio, and gallery. 

Visual Arts Professor Clay Allen came to know the new 
school’s owners Artie and Pat Plonski through various 
courses they have taken at CCM over the years. Art de-
veloped an interest in glassblowing after taking a class 
elsewhere, and that interest matured into a desire to 
open a school of glass in northern New Jersey. When he 
located a former auto garage – complete with bays that 
could be converted to studios – Art acted on his dream. 
The Morris County Glassblowing School opened ear-
lier this year on Whippany Road in Morristown.

Visual Art Professor Clay Allen and School of Liberal 
Arts Dean Bruce Dutra worked with the school’s found-
er and with Studio Manager and Program Coordina-
tor Michelle Knox, to complete the curriculum process, 
and the proposal was accepted earlier this year. Seven 
CCM students are currently studying under Knox’s tu-
torship, attending lectures and practicing the fine art in 
the studio’s labs.

In commenting on the new course offering, Knox said, 
“The Morris County School of Glass is excited to offer 
an exclusive partnership with CCM to offer the only 
accredited glass making class in Northern NJ. It is a 
chance for the artists and educators of MCSOG to share 
their passion with the CCM student body and explore 
the unique and magical material of molten glass. The 
class covers basic techniques that will further CCM stu-
dents to create technically proficient forms and explore 
conceptual art ideas simultaneously.” 



What’s New With CCM Graduates
By Barbara Capsouras 

The following class notes information was obtained from submitted Alumni Update forms. Graduates who completed work for their CCM degrees in 
December are officially recorded and listed under January of the following year.

1971
Barbara Dickisson graduated with an AAS 
in Nursing. She retired from Atlantic Health 
Morristown Medical Center in 2011 after 
40 years of service as a nurse/patient care 
manager. Dickisson is enjoying life and is 
socially active. She also manages the care of 
her 54-year-old daughter, who is recovering 
from a traumatic brain injury. Dickisson is 
active in two German-American Clubs and 
the African Violet Society of Morris County.

1976
Guy H. Kimball obtained an AAS in Com-
puter Information Systems. He is the self-
employed owner of Computer Results, a 
computer consulting business specializing in 
direct mail application development and PC-
based hardware installations. While at CCM, 
Kimball was a member of the tennis team. 
He currently resides in North Carolina.

1977
Donald Davis received an A.A. in Business 
Administration, followed by a B.A. in Busi-
ness Administration from William Paterson 
University in 1980. Davis has retired to Flori-
da after 26 years as a Municipal Government 
Development Control Officer/Housing Ad-
ministrator. In this position, Davis was the 
administrator of all municipal development 
including the Municipal Affordable Housing 
Program & Housing Rehabilitation. From 
1983-1984, Davis was an Instructor of Civil 
Engineering Technology at CCM.

1979
Brian E. Farley earned 
an A.S. in Criminal Jus-
tice. In 1983, he re-
ceived a B.S. in Criminal 
Justice from William 
Paterson University. 
Farley spent his career 
as a police officer for the 
East Orange and East 

Hanover Police Departments and is now re-
tired. He and his wife Susan are married for 
54 years. They have two children and five 
grandchildren. They work at a food bank in 
Ocklawaha, FL and have been involved with 
Special Olympics for 40 years. Farley is in-
volved in Boy Scout Troop 113 in Weirsdale, 
FL, is an Elder in his Church, and is a reading 
tutor at Stanton Weirsdale School. They still 
have family in Randolph and miss New Jer-
sey. When people ask where they are from, 
they proudly respond New Jersey.

Edithy Marcellis graduated with an A.A. in 
Humanities/Social Science and then attended 
Fairleigh Dickinson University. She is retired, 

but remains active in many Florida Clubs, 
including the Stuart Women’s Club; Octige-
narians Club President; Stuart Garden Club; 
Hibiscus Circle Garden Club; The River Club 
Committee; The Elliot Museum, Stuart; and the 
Lake Intervale NJ Management Association.

1980
Richard N. Giacobbe 
obtained an A.S. in 
Criminal Justice and 
then a B.S. from Wil-
liam Paterson Universi-
ty. Giacobbe spent 37 
years in law enforce-
ment: five years with 

Mt. Arlington Police Department and 32 
years with the DEA as a Special Agent. While 
at CCM, he was captain of the men’s basket-
ball team in 1979-1980.

1987
Jennifer A. Bingaman received an A.A. in 
Humanities/Social Science. In 1989, she re-
ceived a B.A. in Psychology from Seton Hall 
University, followed by a MPA from Western 
International University in 2010. In 2017, 
she became case manager at Banner Health 
in Arizona. Previously, Bingaman was a long-
term-care case manager at Bridgeway Health 
Solutions, LLC.

1997
Jennifer Dewald earned 
an AAS in Nursing, a 
BSN from Excelsior Col-
lege in 2014, followed 
by a MPA from NYU in 
2015, where she re-
ceived the Robert F. 
Wagner Leadership 

Award. She has been working as an Emergen-
cy Department nurse since 1999. From 1997-
1999, Dewald worked in Telemetry/ICU. On 
September 11, 2001, Jennifer took a job in 
New York at the New York Presbyterian Hos-
pital. She is a Patient Care Director and was 
honored with the hospital’s Leadership 
Award in 2014 and 2017.

1999

Sean P. Murphy received an A.A. in Humani-
ties/Social Science, followed by a B.A. in Spe-

cial Education and an M.A. in Urban School 
Administration from Jersey City University. 
Murphy has been employed by the Matheny 
School for 23 years. His talent as a leader pro-
pelled him forward in the school’s adminis-
tration from supervisor, to vice principal, to 
acting principal, then principal, principal and 
director, and finally to his current position of 
principal and vice president for education.

2009
Gregory T. Slinger ob-
tained an A.A. in Hu-
manities/Social Science. 
He then attended Cen-
tenary University and 
earned a B.A. in Busi-
ness Administration 
and Management in 

2011. Slinger worked as a communications 
officer with the Mount Olive Police Depart-
ment from June 2015 until being hired as a 
police officer in January 2017. He is currently 
assigned to the department’s Patrol Division. 
He graduated from the Morris County Public 
Safety Training Academy in May 2017.

2011
Kristin Far graduated 
magna cum laude with 
an A.A. in Humanities/
Social Science. In 2013, 
she received a B.A. in 
Psychology from Rut-
gers, where she is pursu-
ing a M.A. in Social 

Work. Far is currently a care manager for Car-
ing Partners of Morris and Sussex Inc. in New 
Jersey. Prior to that, Far was a behavioral 
health counselor for Community Hope, Inc.

2014
Sanat K. Basu obtained an A.S. in Busi-
ness Administration. He is now retired and 
moved to California in June 2015 after 28 
years as a NJ resident.

Natalie M. Storms earned an A.A. in Hu-
man Services - Liberal Arts and Sciences. She 
then went on to Centenary University and 
received a B.A. in Sociology. She is an office 
assistant for Storms Associates, LLC.

2016
Elise V. Folkerts re-
ceived an AAS in Graph-
ic Design. She is cur-
rently attending Rutgers 
University to obtain a 
BFA in Graphic Design. 
While at CCM, Folkerts 
worked as a graphic de-

sign intern at Gravity Designworks, Inc. She 
is involved in Abundant Life Community 
Church as a worship leader (writing and cre-
ating original music and overseeing weekend 
services). Folkerts is also a freelance graphic 
designer for her own Elise Virginia Design. In 
addition, Folkerts is a Graphic Design Intern 
for Moral Revolution. She was recently fea-
tured in a Youtube video singing a cover of 
“Take Courage” by Kristene DiMarco, which 
can be viewed at this link: https://m.youtube.
com/watch?v=57ojaq7Czmg

2017
Joseph Bailey graduated 
with an AAS in Biomedi-
cal Equipment. He plans 
to continue his educa-
tion at New Jersey Insti-
tute of Technology. He is 
employed by the Atlan-
tic Health System as a 

biomedical technician. Bailey’s work often 
exceeds his job description, including IT-relat-
ed responsibilities.
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In Memoriam
1975
Nicholas H. Irons
A.S. Criminal Justice

1976
Beth Ann Long
AAS Nursing

1978
William “Bill” Earley
A.A. Business Administration

1982
Karen Ann Sutherland
AAS Nursing

1986
Susan (Hernet)McCormack
AAS Business Career

1990
Richard Joseph Frank
A.A. Humanities/Social Science 

2013
Laurel Chasmaar
A.A. Humanities/Social Science 

2017
Bridget AnnMarie Quinn
A.S. Business Administration

2014 Graduate Excels and Stays Involved
By Mary Ann Kiczek

William SanFilippo’s association with the Boy Scouts of America 
goes back to when he first joined the Scouts in 2001. He became an 
Eagle Scout in 2010, and has earned many national awards, includ-
ing Scout of the Year, Leadership Award and Venturing Leadership 
Award. SanFilippo was inducted into the National Hall of Leadership.

SanFilippo’s professional association with the Boy Scouts began 
with an internship with the organization’s Patriots’ Path Council. 
He was hired by the Council in 2012 as a Field Program Specialist. 
In this role, he developed a membership team and recruitment 
plan that increased membership, and he also helped lead the an-
nual fundraising campaign, exceeding overall financial goals.

For four summers, he was the Assistant Camp Director for the Watchung Cub Scout 
Day Camp. In this role SanFilippo trained and supervised more than 50 employ-
ees, coordinated transportation for 150 weekly campers, and established and main-
tained a marketing campaign that led to an increase in attendance.

During 2015, he was the District Executive of the 2015 Liberty Jamboree, a three-day 

overnight camping event for 5,000 people (that was cancelled 
due to inclement weather). He oversaw the event’s operations 
and managed its budget.

In his current role as District Executive of the Venturing, Explor-
ing and STEM programs, SanFilippo manages the Council’s Ven-
turing and Exploring units that serve close to 2,000 youth mem-
bers. He recruits and trains volunteers for the two programs. He 
also increased membership in both programs, an accomplish-
ment that resulted in achieving “Silver” in Council Standard of 
Venturing Excellence for 2015.

During his time at County College of Morris, SanFilippo was a 
Public Relations Specialist, a role that gave him his early training 

in preparing internal and external communications, coordinating special events, 
and managing social media communications.

SanFilippo remains committed to CCM and was recently appointed as a member of 
the CCM Alumni Advisory Board.  He plays an active role in volunteering for many 
activities, and the board welcomes his young alumni perspective.  



Baseball Team Sets School Record 
for Victories, Captures Conference 
Championship

Following up a 2016 in which it won 35 games 
wasn’t going to be easy for the CCM baseball 
team under eighth-year head coach Brian Eber-
ly. But at times, the Titans make it look that way.

CCM raced through a 15-0 regular-season re-
cord in Region XIX action and used streaks of 
eight consecutive victories (to start the season) 
and 15 straight wins in midseason to power its way to a 41-8 
record for 2017—a school record for victories in a season. Along the way, the 
Titans captured the championship of the Garden State Athletic Conference, but fell 
short of winning the region crown.

“The season didn’t end the way we had hoped it would,” says Eberly, “but this 
group has a lot to be proud of—a 41-8 record, the school record for the number of 
victories and a conference title.”

The team’s offensive stats last spring were impressive, to say the least. In their 49 
games, the Titans scored at least six runs a whopping 31 times. In 17 of those games 
they scored in double digits.

But that didn’t mean the pitching and defense didn’t carry their weight. CCM hurl-
ers recorded 10 shutouts, and the Titans held opponents to two or fewer runs a total 
of 26 times. Early in April, CCM recorded three shutouts in a four-game period, 
allowing only two runs along the way.

There were also plenty of times when the Titans were rolling in every facet of the 
game. In one six-game stretch in April, for example, CCM held Rowan College at 
Gloucester County, Mercer County College, Valley Forge of Pennsylvania and Feli-
cian College to just five runs, combined, in six games. In the meantime, CCM’s 
offense was exploding for 62 runs in the same stretch.

Unfortunately, CCM’s dream season ended with a pair of losses in the Region XIX Tour-
nament—7-0 to Mercer and a heartbreaking 7-5 defeat to Lackawanna of Pennsylvania.

Several Titans earned individual accolades last spring. Four sophomores earned 
First-Team All-Region XIX spots—pitcher Jim Fluke, of Netcong; shortstop Domi-
nic Magliaro, of Fairfield; outfielder Shayne Fontana, of Lebanon; and Jim Hu-
ber, and infielder/pitcher from Pompton Lakes. Three more Titans—sophomore 
pitcher Tyler Poulin, of Randolph; freshman first baseman Tyler Sanfilippo, of 
Wayne; and freshman outfielder Andrew Connor, of Nutley, were named all-re-
gion second-teamers.

In addition to Eberly, the Titans were ably coached by Sean Buldiger, in his 11th 
season at CCM, Adam Bonfiglio and Mike Matera, both in their third seasons, 
and John Silvestri, in his second spring with the Titans. 

Golfers Scramble their Way to a Second-Place Finish 
in the Region IX

Tommy Apostolico of Sparta, coach Jim 
Chegwidden and Tom Fulton of Flanders.

  The winning is getting contagious for the 
CCM golf team. 

The veteran-laden Titans squad finished 
the 2017 season with a 31-10 overall record 
and a runner-up finish in the Region XIX 
Division III Championships. 

The stellar campaign qualified the link-
sters, under third-year head coach Jim 
Chegwidden, for the National Junior Col-
legiate Athletic Association National Tour-
nament, where they finished 12th. 

“Over the last 10 years, the program has 
won two regional championships, finished 

second four times and has also won two Garden State Athletic Conference titles,” 
says Chegwidden. “And in three other seasons, we’ve been represented by indi-
vidual qualifiers at the national tournament.”

The Titans boasted a strong academic backbone this season. All five team members 
earned spots on the Dean’s List at some point and the three sophomores earned 
spots in four-year schools—Liam Corbutt of Pompton Plains was accepted to 
Clemson University, Tom Fulton of Flanders will be on his way to New Jersey In-
stitute of Technology, and Whippany’s Tyler Woytas is attending Delaware Valley. 

The two freshman on the Titans’ team—Tommy Apostolico and Kyle Kepler—
will be returning as co-captains and the core of the 2018 squad. Apostolico, from 
Sparta, earned First-Team All-GSAC and Third-Team All-Region XIX honors and 
Kepler, from Wharton, joined him on the All-Region Third team.

Softball team rides midseason streak to 29-13 record

Despite the usually unpopular number, CCM’s softball team’s 13th season with 
Greg Wardlow as head coach was anything but unlucky. 

Riding a 12-game winning streak in midseason, the Lady Titans fell just short of 
their 31-victory championship season of 2015-16, finishing 29-13 and reaching the 
finals of the Region XIX Division II Tournament. 

After starting the season 0-4 and losing 10 of their first 17 games, the Lady Titans 
reeled off 12 consecutive victories, scoring 119 runs in the process. Even after a 
3-2 loss to Brookdale Community College in the second game of a doubleheader 
halted the streak, CCM simply started a second one. 

Wardlow’s team won their next eight decisions, including a remarkable five con-
secutive shutouts. In all, the Lady Titans allowed only five runs during the streak 
while scoring a whopping 74 themselves. The streak finally came to an end with a 
4-3 upset at the hands of Lackawanna (PA) in the opening game of the Region XIX 
Division II Tournament.

CCM rebounded from that defeat by drubbing Delaware Tech Owens, 9-3, then 
outlasting Mercer County College, 9-6, to reach the tournament championship. 
But the team’s chance at redemption against Lackawanna fell short, 4-3. The cham-
pions had won only three of 10 region contests during the regular season, and CCM 
had swept them, 5-1 and 5-3, in a doubleheader on April 15.

Soccer squads, softball team hold alumni games 

Late summer at CCM meant alumni game season for our two soccer teams and our 
softball squad.

On Saturday, August 12 the women’s soccer program celebrated its second Annual 
Alumni Game, while the men held their first. The women’s alumni team drew half a 
dozen former players from as far back as 2013, and the men’s team brought back 15 
players who played for the Titans from 2001 to last fall. Nine of the men’s team alum-
ni were on CCM squads that captured conference, region or district championships.

The CCM softball team celebrated its rich history of success, including several trips 
to the national junior college tournament, with its own alumni game on Septem-
ber 17. More than 30 former players participated, including the two pitchers with 
the most victories in Lady Titans’ history—Steph Romano, a 2010 graduate who 
amassed 37 career victories, and Mary Mastriani, who won 43 decisions in two 
years, breaking Romano’s record this past spring.

In October, baseball held their alumni game. Fifteen former CCM student/athletes 
showed up to support their alma mater.  
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Time OutThe Titan Tradition Continues   By David Artuso
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Chairman’s Club
William and Lisa McElroy F

Eileen Paragano F

Estate of Antoinette Rinehart

President’s Club
Carol Fitzpatrick F

Estate of Christine Rentzell

Founder’s Club
Anonymous
Joseph and Joan Bilotti F I

Trish Colucci

Trustee’s Club
Dr. Vivek Agnihotri I

Dennis and Jennifer Bostedo
Gene and Wendy Fitzpatrick
Royal and Renate Garms
Xavier and Carol Gonzalez I

LeeAnn and H. James Holcomb
Douglas and Lori Jones
Patricia McGrath I

Benefactor’s Club
Alumni Activities
Anonymous
Elenora Benz
Daren Cortese
Linda and John Gianni
Thomas Gillon I

Karl Marek
Timothy and Martina McElroy
Jean Snopkowski

Titan’s Club
Anonymous
David Bernauer
Concetta Cantelmo I

Virginia DeLalla
David and Marjorie Dunn
Paul and Toni Goudreau
Dr. Maria Isaza I

Adam Janoff
Paul Licitra
Christine and Shawn McDonough
Louise Merclean
Bonnie and William Murphy I

Edward and Maureen Nelson F

Eric and Kathrine Pedersen I

Richard Portine
Paula and Orlando Raimondo
Eileen and Edward Russick
Joyce and Michael Schlosser
Daniel and Carolyn Sefcik

Patron’s Club
Anonymous
Glenn Beekman
Janet Bilhuber
Susan Buchanan
Lewis and Ellen Candura
Phyllis Casey
Phyllis and Richard Chanda
James Chegwidden
Geraldine Clifford
Vera and John Crouthamel
Vicki Cushing-Breeden
Richard and Jeanette DeNunzio
Cheryl Ehrgott
John Fichter I

Joan Finelli
Jennifer and Richard Fischer
William and Susan Hubner
Dr. Jason Hudzik I

John Hurd I

Johanna Idelberger
Kristen Joyce-Flanagan
John and Courtney Kehmna
Francis and Deborah Kelly
Ruth Lerner
Miriam Mason
Andrea and Rich Mazzocchi
Doris McClung
Wallace Mcleod
Donald McNamara
Kevin and Roseanne McPartland
Mary and Milton Miyashiro
Linda Moore

Michael Mulligan
Eugene and Mary Nicotra
Rosemarie and Frederick Novelli-Salyer
Stephen and Vicki O’Connor
Joseph and Cynthia Ortu
Michelle and Richard Polk
Gregory Porcino
Steven Preziosi
Amie Quivey
Margaret Rogers
William San Filippo
Josephine Sanchez
Robert Simon
Bernadette Smith
Damian Spilman
James Stewart
Pamela Sutton
William and Ann Testa
Robert and Linda Tweedus
Herbert and Lorraine Uhlig
Anthony and Valarie Vanchieri
Josephine and George Washburn
Brian and Melissa Weis
Marybeth Wenrich I

Anthony Yermal I

Hildy and Walter Zampella

Donor’s Club
Steven Ackerman I

Janet and John Akeson I

Ralph Albano
Shaun Ananko
Anonymous
James Baccaro
Jeannette Battaglin
Frances and Alan Becker
John Bentlyewski
Theresa Berkheimer
Jason Bonafede
Barry and Jennifer Bukosky
Barbara Capsouras I

Mary Rose Carpenter
Wing Chan
Anya Clasen
Debra and Thomas Coffman Wheelan
Matthew Conk
Mary Cooley
Allison and Daniel Currier
Nicholas Deluna
Thomas and Doreen DeMarco I

Jennie DeNaro Saum I

Jeanne and Theodore Denman
Pascal and Vincenzina DePalma
Ellen and Bruce Dietlein
Maureen Dinicolantonio
Darlene and Scott Dougherty
John and Judith Durish
Jacqueline Edwards
Douglas Erwine
Donna Faranetta
Brian Farley
Patricia Fell
Jennifer and Peter Flood
David Fredrickson
Mary Halloran
Arthur and Adrienne Hamm
Sakae and Kevin Handerson
Linda Hardy
Richard Hart
Mark and Elizabeth Hopkins
Deborah Hughes
Janet Hunter
Beth Jarett
Andrea Jennings I

Jane Johnson
Robert and Linda Kanapaux
Joanne and John Kearns I

Harriet and Les Kelem
John and Ann Kirkowski
Josephine and Karl Knoedler
Susan Kunz I

Brendan and Nettie La Belle-Hamer
Geraldine LaBruna I

Patrick and Susan Lanza
Stephen LaSalle
Daniel Laverty
Arlene Leonhardt
Carol and Robert Lincoln

Nicholas Lionetti
Susan and Timothy Lizura
Katherine Lotito
Richard Loveless
Jane and Stephen Magaziner
Susan Maier
Roseann Maione I

John Makosky
Colleen McArdle I

Ruth Mcgraw
Linda McMahon
Terry Meloskie
Marlene and Hermann Memmer
Ursula and John Michalowicz
Audie Millette
Walter Mott
Charles Munk I

Frank and Susan Murphy
Thanh Nguyen
Robert and Freda Niebergall
Marilyn and Arthur Nusbaum
Jerry and Laura Olivo
Marcia and Philip Ousley
Lillian and Robert Padavano
John and Karen Pela
Frank Pesoli
Deborah and Carl Pippin
David and Jennifer Pisani
Raphael Plaszczymaka
Erin Portine
Susanne Prewitt
Vivian and Bruce Rambusek
Stephen Rega
Joan and John Rielly
Rolando Rios

Dolores and Victor Rincon
Diana Rochford
Elizabeth and Ward Ruoff
Mark and Denise Sabeh
Laura Sackett
Mary Salisbury
Paul Schmolke
Frederick Schulze
Anthony Shaw
Carol and Fred Shay
Marlene Shepard-Natoli
Deborah and Joel Sietz
Daniel Simon
Cheryl Smarth I

Jeannette Smith
Jane Smith
Timothy Smith
Dr. Maureen Stivala I

Landon and Jessica Swaim
Helen and Richard Swanson
Anthony Tedesco
Gayle Tunstead
Ryan Van Orden
Joseph Vodola
Fred and Kathleen Vogel
Margaret and Arthur Walsh
Elizabeth and James Walsh
Roger Williamson
John Willix
Betty Wise
Yilin Xiao
Ronald Yeasky
Helen and Robert Young
Joseph and Josephine Zaleski

Why I Give to CCM

Name:  Trish Colucci, RN-BC, CCM ’85

Profession:   
Certified Geriatric Care Manager 
Aging Life Care Professional 
Peace Aging Care Experts, LLC

What do you like most about your career?

I love being a geriatric care manager because it blends two passions of mine 
– the science of nursing and the rewards of caregiving. As a business owner, 
mentoring and developing the nurses and social workers on our staff is both 
professionally challenging and rewarding.

What do you value most about your CCM experience?

The education, experience, support, and encouragement I received in the Nurs-
ing program.

What is your favorite CCM Memory?

After nursing students have graduated, the CCM nursing program holds a “Pin-
ning Ceremony.” Unique to the nursing program, this tradition is an intimate 
ceremony during which the newly minted nurses are presented with a CCM 
Nursing Pin as a symbol of their commitment to becoming Registered Nurses. 
Students invite their loved ones to attend this event to show their support. It was 
an emotional and special not only for me but for my parents, as well.

Why do you give to CCM?

I admire the CCM Nursing program and I appreciate all it did for me and for my 
career. I established the Peace Aging Care Experts, LLC Small Business Scholarship 
to ease other nursing students’ paths by providing financial assistance. I hope the 
recipients of the Peace Aging Care Experts, LLC scholarship know that along with 
the financial assistance, I am also offering my encouragement and support!
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AlumniUpdate

Or submit electronically, 
on-line, at www.ccm.edu/alumni/

In order to keep our records up-to-date, we’d like to know where you are and what 
you are doing.  We’d appreciate it if you would take a minute to fill out this form, 
include a photo if possible, and mail it to:    The CCM Alumni Association, HH 211 

County College of Morris 
214 Center Grove Road 
Randolph, NJ 07869-2086

 

Date:                                  Last 4 digits of Social Security #:   X X X - X X -

Name:
                     Last                                                Maiden                                           First                                MI

Street Address:

City:                                                                State:                            Zip:

Home Phone:                                                     Business Phone:

Email address:

Year Graduated:                         Major/Degree:

Are you receiving the Alumni Advocate at this address?

Current Employer and Job Title:

Additional College(s): Year of graduation, degree, major

Please give us an update on recent accomplishments (for possible inclusion in the Alumni Advocate).

$

Alumni AwardsNomination
To nominate someone for an Alumni Award, please print the form from the  
following link on the CCM website and return by December 31.

www.ccm.edu/alumni/awards.aspx

The award categories are: 

•  Alumni Achievement Award:  Specific, outstanding achievements and/or 
accomplishments in his/her profession.  Have received honors from associations 
or employers, or whose work has proven beneficial to a pronounced segment of 
society.

•  Alumni Service Award:  Recognition of outstanding service to County College 
of Morris Alumni Association or some other segment of the College.

•  Alumni Humanitarian Award:  Dedication to humanitarianism and serving the 
public good.  Unique contribution to society or the community.  Lengthy volun-
teer service to community.

•  Alumnus/a of the Year Award:  Highest honor given by the Alumni 
Association and recognizes the exceptional achievements of graduates of the col-
lege.  Nominees must have shown outstanding performance in their professions, 
should be recognized as leaders, and should have made outstanding contribu-
tions to the community, state, or nation.

CCM 2017 Graduation Takes 
Place at Mennen Sports Arena 
Enthusiastic Response of Graduates 
Prompts New Location
By Mary Ann Kiczek

For the first time in its history, County College of Morris (CCM) held its gradu-
ation ceremony off site as a result of the enthusiastic response of students who 
expressed interest in the ceremony which was moved to the Mennen Sports Arena 
in Morris Plains. 

Approximately 1,450 students – many transferring to top four-year institutions to 
earn their bachelor’s degrees – were eligible to receive diplomas. The number who 
participated in the college’s 48th Commencement Ceremony on May 26 exceeded 
500. With this commencement, CCM has nearly reached a total of 50,000 graduates.

Included among the top schools CCM graduates are transferring to are Emerson 
College, Johnson & Wales University, Penn State University, Rensselaer Polytechnic 
Institute and the University of Texas, Arlington, along with New Jersey’s leading 
colleges and universities.

“We’re delighted that so many CCM students participated in their graduation. Mov-
ing the location not only allowed us to better accommodate all of our graduates, it 
also allowed them to invite more of their family and friends,” said Dr. Anthony J. 
Iacono. Dr. Iacono, who became CCM’s third president this past September, gave 
the commencement address.

Standing with tradition, this year’s County College of Morris Peace Prize recipient 
was recognized at commencement. The winner of the 2017 CCM Peace Prize is 
Jessica Ann Jones, of Hopatcong, for her video “Light.” Her video can be viewed 
at http://tinyurl.com/lz2ct3a. Professor Laura Gabrielsen, from the Department of 
English and Philosophy, served as Jones’ mentor for the project.

The creator of the winning entry each year receives a $1,000 award, provided by the 
CCM Foundation. Jones also will have her name added to a permanent plaque of 
Peace Prize winners located in the Student Community Center.  

Dr. Melissa S. Kasmin, assistant professor, Education, earned her Ph.D. in Phi-
losophy in Social Work from Rutgers University, M.A. in Social Work from the Uni-
versity of Michigan and B.S. in Psychology from Kenyon College.

Dr. Maureen Kazaba, assistant professor, Criminal Justice, earned her Ph.D. in Psy-
chology from Capella University, M.A. in Clinical Counseling from Fairleigh Dick-
inson University, M.A. in Education from Seton Hall University, B.A. in Criminal 
Justice from William Paterson University and AAS in Criminal Justice from CCM.

Dr. Jabou McCoy, assistant professor, Sociology, earned his Ph.D. and M.A. in So-
ciology from the University of California at Davis and his B.S. in Telecommunica-
tions from St. John’s University.

Ben Ondimu, assistant professor, Biology, is working on his Ph.D. in Environ-
mental Management from Montclair State University. He earned M.S. in Molecular 
Biology and B.S. in Zoology from Moi University in Kenya.

Dr. Geoff Peck, assistant professor, English, earned his Ph.D. in English in Creative 
Writing from the University of North Dakota, MFA in Creative Writing from the 
University of Pittsburgh and B.A. in English from Vanderbilt University in Nashville.

Dr. Brian Sahotsky, assistant professor, Art History, earned his Ph.D. in Architec-
ture and Urban Design from the University of California at Los Angeles, M.A. in 
Art History and Criticism from the University of Colorado and B.S. in Architectural 
Studies from the University of Wisconsin.

Samir Samour, associate professor, Nursing, earned his M.S. in Nursing from the 
University of South Carolina and B.S. in Nursing from the University of Jerusalem.

Dr. Gianmarco Savio, assistant professor, Sociology, earned his Ph.D. and M.A. in So-
ciology from Stony Brook and his B.A. in Sociology/Anthropology from Lewis & Clark.

Mark S. Schmidt, assistant professor, English, is a Ph.D. candidate at Emory Univer-
sity, where he earned his M.A. in English. He earned his B.A. in English and Political 
Science from Rutgers University. 

Apurv Vinay Ved, assistant professor, Business, earned his MBA in Finance from 
Pace University and B.A. in Commerce/Accounting from the University of Bombay.

Heather N. Wolfgang, assistant professor, Mathematics, earned her M.A. in Mathemat-
ics from Johns Hopkins University and B.S. in Mathematics from LaSalle University.

Dr. Chung Y. Wong, assistant professor, Mathematics, earned his Ph.D. and M.A. 
in Mathematics at Drexel and B.A. in Mathematics from The College of New Jersey.

Valerie Woodruff, assistant professor, Nursing, earned her M.S. in Nursing Edu-
cation from The College of Saint Elizabeth and B.S. in Nursing from Seton Hall 
University.  

New Faculty . . . Continued from page 1



CampusEvents
CCM Foundation and Alumni Relations

Scholarship Gala and  
Alumni Awards 
May 4, 2018 6:30 p.m.

Commencement and  
Diploma Frame Sale
May 25, 2018 10:00 a.m.

The Arts at CCM

CCM Winter Music Concert 
December 1, 2017 7:30 p.m.

CCM Dance Theatre Showcase
December 14-15, 2017 7:30 p.m.

Spring Dance Concert
March 9-10, 2018 7:30 p.m.

Storytelling Festival 
March 11, 2018 12:30 p.m.

American College Dance 
Association North East Regional 
Conference
March 15–18, 2018 TBD

Spring Musical: TBD
April 11 - 14, 2018 7:30 p.m.

Spring Drama Production
April 26 - 28, 2018 7:30 p.m.

CCM Spring Music Concert 
May 3, 2018 7:30 p.m.

Longo Planetarium

“A Holiday Under the Stars”
December 8 & 9, 2017

Call for more information 
Alumni Information . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  973-328-5059

Athletics . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  973-328-5253

CCM Foundation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  973-328-5060

General Information on Campus Events . . . . . . . . . .  973-328-5225

Performing Arts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  973-328-5427

Planetarium. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 973-328-5076

Special Events . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  973-328-5054

Thursday, December 7, 2017

Leave CCM Health Phys/Ed Building at 4:00 p.m., Leave Radio City at 9:30 p.m.

Price includes round trip transportation by charter bus and Orchestra seating.

Tickets:  $88 Alumni   ~   $90 Guests

Must be a CCM alumnus(a) to order tickets, maximum 4.  
Tickets must be used by the CCM alumnus(a) purchaser and his/her guests.  

Must show a valid CCM Alumni Identification Card to board bus.  
If you need a new card, please include $5 replacement fee with your ticket payment.

Please send order form below with check payable to CCM.  Be sure to include your 
Student I.D.# or the last four digits of your S.S.# and your cell phone number. Tickets 
will be sent out in the order requests are received. Order early; limited seating available.

For more information call 973-328-5059.

Radio City Christmas Spectacular Bus Trip

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2017

Name:_______________________________________  No. of Tickets:_______

Address: ___________________________________________________________

            ____________________________________________________________

Email Address:______________________________________________________

Home Phone #:____________________  Cell Phone #: ____________________

Amount Check Enclosed: $_______  Student ID or last 4 digits of S.S.#:______

Make check payable to CCM and mail to:
   Alumni Director, HH 211, County College of Morris
   214 Center Grove Rd., Randolph, NJ  07869-2086

l  Check here if you 
need a new Alumni 
I.D. Card ($5 Fee)

Radio City Christmas Spectacular

Kim Luthy ’86,  
Accomplished Financial Advisor
By Mary Ann Kiczek

K im Luthy ‘86, a Senior Financial Advisor 
with Allied Wealth Partners (AWP) in Parsippany, 
will soon mark her 30th year with the firm.  She 
earned her Certified Financial Planner designa-
tion (CFP®), which illustrates her completion of 
the rigorous experience and ethical requirements 
of the CFP® Board.  In addition, Luthy has earned 
the professional designation of Certified Fund 
Specialist (CFS), Certified in Long Term Care 
(CLTC), and Certified Divorce Financial Analyst®. 
She is a registered representative holding her life, 
accident, health and long-term care insurance licenses in multiple states.

During her tenure with AWP, Luthy has been recognized as Allied Wealth Partners To-
tal New Sales Leader for two consecutive years. She is a member of the AWP Advisory 
Board and received a special recognition award for her continued exemplary service.

Luthy is active with the Morris County Chamber of Commerce and has served on 
many committees within the Women in Business group. She teaches pre-retire-
ment and retirement planning courses at local colleges, schools and libraries.

Luthy earned her Bachelor of Science in Management from Lebanon Valley Col-
lege in Annville, Pennsylvania.

Family is important to Luthy, who has three children, Taylor (26), Aidan (13), 
and Zachary (15). She is a proud resident of Randolph, a location that has kept 
her close to her extended family and in a community with great sports programs, 
schools and park system. She is thankful for the relationships she and her children 
have made. “My kids have made great friendships. The parents are friends too. 
Through my involvement in coaching t-ball and Parent Teacher Organizations, we 
have a nice blend of friends who have touched our lives over the years,” she said.

In reflecting on her experience at CCM, Luthy commented, “I started right. By go-
ing to CCM I was able to get my core courses completed, stay in close proximity to 
my family, and build a solid foundation for my future!”

Awards and club membership are based primarily on commissions, premiums, or 
fees generated from investment and insurance products and other criteria relative to 
leadership, achievement, and recruiting. Working with this individual or firm is not a 
guarantee of future financial results. Investors should conduct their own evaluation.

Kim Luthy is a registered representative and investment advisor representative of 
Securian Financial Services, Inc. Member FINRA/SIPC. Securities and investment 
advisory services offered through Securian Financial Services, Inc., Member FIN-
RA/SIPC. Allied Wealth Partners is independently owned and operated. 14 Walsh 
Drive Suite 100, Parsippany, NJ 07054  
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Joseph Gatto Receives  
NSF Grant for AI Research
By Mary Ann Kiczek

J oseph Gatto, of Morristown, a CCM com-
puter science student, gained strong resume-
building experience this summer as a National 
Science Foundation (NSF) grant recipient delving 
into the world of artificial intelligence. 

Gatto was presented with a $5,000 grant through 
the NSF Research Experience for Undergraduates 
program. With that grant, he was able to conduct 
research into machine learning at the New Jersey Institute of Technology (NJIT).

Gatto spent 10 weeks working with NJIT Professor Usman Roshan on artificial in-
telligence. His part of the project focused on deep learning algorithms that allow 
computers to better understand images.

After high school, Gatto attended CCM as a film major for a year and then left to 
work in the film industry. After realizing that film was not a good career choice for 
him, he returned to CCM as a computer science major.

“When I was younger, I had an interest in film making and special effects. I switched 
over to programming, particularly in artificial intelligence, because I found it inter-
esting and an excellent career choice,” said Gatto. “If it weren’t for CCM, I would 
not have had the opportunity to participate in this research project. Its reputation 
for being a top community college in New Jersey helped me tremendously.”

Following graduation from CCM, Gatto plans to earn a bachelor’s degree and then 
a doctoral degree in machine learning.

For a presentation of Gatto’s research work at NJIT, visit http://tinyurl.com/y7zg-
sopp/.  


