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March 19, 2020 
 
Dear CCM Student Body, 
  
The past two weeks have been unlike any we have ever seen at County College of Morris. During this time, we 
have been working diligently to help the college community address how we will continue providing a quality 
and engaging educational environment to guide you, our students, in achieving your academic and career 
goals in spite of the current COVID-19 outbreak. 
  
This document will help you understand how CCM will manage the remainder of the semester through its 
COVID-19 Action Plan (CAP). We will be exercising this plan under increasingly fluid conditions and, as such, it 
is subject to revisions. Continue to monitor your CCM email and the CCM webpage for any updates to the 
CAP.  In the days ahead, I will host a number of live video meetings for students. The first of these live video 
meetings is scheduled for Monday, March 23, 2020 at 3:30 p.m.  My office will send the instructions for this 
video conference in a separate email to you. 
   
As you know, Spring Break is nearing its conclusion and the college plans to resume most of our operations on 
Monday, March 23, 2020.  Continuing our term will be different but it will also be highly functional. As 
previously stated in earlier documents, our focus will emphasize two major priorities. First, we will manage the 
crisis at CCM by prioritizing the health and well-being of our employees and students. Second, we will focus 
intensely on maintaining a strong teaching and learning environment and doing everything we can to support 
your academic progress.  
  
Faculty are moving all instruction to the distance learning format by March 23 if possible but no later than 
March 25. Courses will be available to students, regardless of the platform being used, by 8:30 a.m. on that 
date.  If necessary, instruction will be extended to May 21 to ensure our ability to help students be successful 
in their classes  Professors will communicate with you via CCM email not later than 3 p.m. on Monday, March 
23 to inform them when the course will be available for viewing and exploration. 
  
Since all courses are being moved online, it is likely that classes already being taught in this format will 
continue as usual this coming Monday.  Classes migrating from a live or hybrid format may need a little more 
time for technology adjustments and to support faculty and students working in the new environment. Again, 
faculty members will determine the best date. Professors have been asked to share their decision with you no 
later than Monday, March 23 at 3 p.m. Please monitor your CCM email.  
  
Faculty and students should also monitor the CCM COVID–19 webpage where a variety of resources will be 
housed including Office 365, Red Shelf, information about training on various technology platforms, testing 
services and support systems such as Proctor U, student accessibility services, and other college support 
services.  We have included a number of social services resources for those of you struggling with non-
academic needs that you will find most helpful. 
  
Just as start dates are flexible, so too are end of term dates. Again, we realize that our faculty and students 
will be working under different conditions than when they begin their courses and we want to be as 
supportive as possible. Many professors will end their courses on May 12, as they planned in January. Other 
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professors may find that additional class time is needed. As such, faculty can still end their classes as originally 
scheduled or continue their classes until May 21. Your professors will share their plan with you in the near 
future. 
  
Sadly, as is the case with other schools across the nation, CCM will not hold its previously scheduled 
graduation ceremony, although we will complete the graduation process and certify our May 2020 graduates. 
I share this with great regret knowing that it is almost unthinkable to not host this cherished event. It is a 
celebration of not only our students but also of our exceptional faculty and our dedicated support staff who 
take pride in supporting you.  It is truly heartbreaking that our candidates for graduation and your families will 
not be able to enjoy the day you have long imagined, and it has weighed greatly on our decision. Please 
monitor your email and the college’s webpage for details on how we will handle this situation. Alternative 
solutions are being explored. For now, please know that we share your disappointment, but a traditional 
commencement ceremony will not be possible. 
  
Focusing on supporting our students for the remainder of the semester, we will be launching TASC+. The 
Academic Support Center (TASC) will be expanded to become TASC+ until further notice. TASC+ will offer 
online support to students. It is a large resource center that will make it easy for students to access 
instructional and non-instructional information, receive support with library services,  obtain advice on unique 
situations, get connected to key faculty, staff, and administrators, work with an ombudsperson to resolve 
complex issues, and receive information on available social services to help resolve life issues such as food and 
housing insecurity, mental health challenges, and other challenges. TASC+ will offer on-demand help provided 
by employees from across the campus and will utilize video conferencing, webinars, and other electronic 
resources to bring forth high quality service in a more personal environment than email alone can provide. I 
will provide additional information to students and will also work with the campus community to help others 
understand how to use TASC+. 
  
On the matter of using the campus in the coming weeks and immediate months, I can share that this will only 
occur in very limited cases.  We have canceled all CCM events, including previously scheduled community 
events for the remainder of the semester. Again, the health and well-being of our employees and students is 
our highest priority.  No one is permitted to come to campus without proper authorization. 
  
Again, please monitor your CCM email and the college’s COVID-19 Information webpage.  We know that 
changes are likely and, as a result, it will be important to be patient, be flexible, and, above all, be well-
informed. Unfortunately, as the COVID-19 outbreak continues, local, state, and federal authorities must 
quickly change their plans which will cause CCM to modify its plans accordingly. We believe that this is a solid 
plan that will allow CCM to operate as intentionally as possible in an effort to assist you in achieving your 
academic goals even under different circumstances. 
 
All the best. 
 
Bette M. Simmons, Ed. D. 
Vice President of Student Development & Enrollment Management 
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