Activities Attended and Value of Conference

During the week of August 1-5, 2022, | was on a research trip to the Library of Virginia in Richmond,
Virginia. | had a scenic drive down to Richmond and was impressed by the pockets of still rural living.

At the Library, | began my research on:
Land Tax, Personal Property Tax and Miscellaneous Separated Records of the Virginia Auditor

of Public Accounts, 1782-1922 (bulk 1782-1856).

These records are useful because they list taxable assets of citizens in Staunton and Augusta
County, Virginia which I am researching for an article and eventual book. The collection is
housed in the Archives area on modern microfilm machines. After getting a Library card and
some initiation to the records and microfilm machines, [ began my search. I was interested in
Frank Rossell, 1878-1961 who was arguably the most successful African American in August
County during the Jim Crow era. Ifound the personal property records for his nuclear family
in 1880 and unsurprisingly the family owned no taxable assets. The parents had been slaves
and the tax records showed a lack of upward mobility following Emancipation. Following
Frank, by 1910/1916 the PPT records show a young businessman (Tinsmith) on the rise and
my biographical study for publication.

I gathered PPT records through 1928 when the microfilmed collection ends. This work was
slow and tedious as it involved searching through city and county records (separate) as the
African American community tended to live in liminal areas that were in the county, but
eventually subsumed by city growth. Worse, after 1890, signaling the rise of Jim Crow, records
became segregated into white/colored sections, which made the work more difficult. I plan to
use these records in an analytical exercise for my 20th Century America course.

While at the Library, I took advantage of access to rare non-circulating books such as:
ACGS,, African American Marriages, 1900-1925. (2012).

ACGS., African American Marriages, 1865-1899 (2010)

Augusta County Heritage Book, 1732-1998

I also worked in the Archives department on:

Independent Order of St. Luke Records, 1897-1945
Independent Order of St. Luke (Richmond, Va.)

Unfortunately, this collection was undergoing some conservation work by archivists and the
earlier material I was hoping for (1897-1920) was not available. 1did work through the parts
of the collection available and noted in particular the fine insurance records which included
information about customers, benefits and fees paid and the operations of the Independent
Order of St. Luke in the 1930s and 40s. In addition, I visited the Maggie Lena Walker Historical
House Museum. Walker was the first African American woman to be president of a bank and
the leader of the Independent Order of St. Luke an African American mutual aid society.



The tour of her house gave insight into Mrs. Walker’s character, values and family
life/business. The house remains essentially unchanged since her death in 1934. While at the
museum, I enjoyed networking with the park docents and purchased a unique video, which I
will be using in my classes. I plan on building a module on Maggie Lena Walker and the
Independent Order of Saint Luke for my History of American Women courses. [ have the
insurance card documents and I will combine them with other sources to build a small
collection for students to analyze the IOSL.

All told, it was a successful Research Trip. Ilearned the work routines within the Library of
Virginia (every archive is different) and was able to find the main documents I needed. In
addition, I was able to identify other areas in the Library collection where I will want to work
on in the future. Sometimes digital databases do not compare to browsing through a collection
or speaking to archivists. Finally, it was nice interacting with other historians, archivists,
librarians, museum docents and staff. Trips like these help to keep a historian rooted in their
discipline, research, and scholarship. Thanks!

Maria Lee
Associate Professor of History
County College of Morris



Foyer and Grand Staircase Library of Virginia



Personal Property Tax Records via Microfilm




Segregation
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Reel: 529
Auditor of Public Accounts
Personal Property Tax Books, 1782-1927
1925
V. 115 Roanoke (City)
V. 116 Suffolk-Staunton
Accession APA 633

Microfilm: fun stuff!
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Microfilm partial index



The masked Historian



Independent Order of St. Luke’s archival box
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