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In an effort to make it easier for you to take time 
out of your busy day to read the CTE Update, we 
have decided to break it down into four “themed” 
issues. Each issue will focus on a few ideas and be 
shorter in length. We welcome your feedback on 
this new format. Please email Louise Olshan, 
lolshan@ccm.edu, with your feedback and 
suggestions. Issue One for Spring 2008 will 
include articles on technology.  
 

• Have you wondered what it is like to teach 
online classes?  Professors Helen 
Mastrobuoni (Biology and Chemistry 
Department) and Dolores Reilly 
(Psychology) reflect on their experiences. 

 
• Professors Yvonne Bandy (Graphic 

Design/Visual Arts Department), Mirna 
Rosende (Languages and ESL Department) 
and Louise Olshan (Mathematics 
Department) describe the benefits of using 
technology in the technology-enhanced 
classroom (B225).  

 
• Professor Rita Alisauskas (Biology and 

Chemistry) gives an overview of 
newsfeeds, RSS – Really Simple 
Syndication. 

 
• Professor Joan Cook (CTE Director) writes 

about her favorite time-saving tool as well 
as upcoming trends applying technology 
in education. 

From the Editor 
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We hope your colleagues’ articles will help to 
stimulate your creativity if you are considering 
using some of these modes of teaching in your 
classes. The CTE technical staff is available to 
demonstrate features of the technology and to 
assist you as you incorporate it into your teaching. 

 Spr ing  2008
Volume 20,  No.  1

by Louise Olshan 



 

Page 2 CTE Update

In spring 2001, I received a sabbatical leave to 
develop teaching modules for a new liberal arts 
offering online; namely, Concepts in Biology. At 
that time in my career, I, like many of my students 
when taking a college level biology class, 
approached this task with considerable reluctance 
and genuine fear. How could this new technology 
replace the dynamic delivery that emanated from 
my passion for biology? Looking back now after 
teaching in this venue for 7 years, I can honestly 
say the experience has been extremely rewarding 
even to this seasoned professor who was most 
deliberately set in her old ways. 
 
Online instruction requires you to continuously 
re-think your ideas and develop new and different 
ways to communicate them. Each semester brings 
together an assortment of diverse students most 
of whom have put off a lab science to the bitter 
end of their associate’s degree. The days of “chalk 
and talk” must fade only to be replaced by 
detailed descriptions (a computer sort of 
pantomime) of concepts supplemented with 
appropriate images, audio, and even some 
streaming video designed to evoke critical 
thinking. The ethics of stem cell harvesting, eating 
chocolate to stay healthy, curbing junk food and 
obesity are just a few issues addressed on a 
weekly basis along with general principles such as 
cell morphology, genetic inheritance, and yes, 
evolution. It is often surreal to witness an adult 
student experience that final epiphany when the 
Punnett square is demystified. It isn’t always easy, 
but it is certainly gratifying to be able to reach 
students and have them feel your passion without 
seeing you. 

Checking Up on the Old Dog 

Every semester requires new and different 
assignments and provokes your creative genes 
to make them above all palatable to the non-
major. Each night there is a long list of emails 
to be answered and problems to be resolved for 
students who shudder at the demands of a 
science. Many write after the first orientation 
that they feel a bit better having been shown 
that they do have the potential to learn a 
science and perhaps, even enjoy it. In addition, 
online education is a delightful 2 way street. By 
teaching these students, I have become more 
computer savvy and even feel comfortable 
attempting to use a new program or changing 
things around on my Homepage. In the words 
of my two mentors, Professors Alisauskas and 
Traynor, I truly have earned the title “The Poster 
Child for Online Education.” For all their 
continued support, I will be forever grateful. 
 

By Professor Helen Mastrobuoni 

Reflections on Teaching Online
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Thinking it might be interesting and different, I 
began toying with the idea of teaching online courses 
in the summer of 2005.  It wasn’t until my Chair was 
in a bind and needed someone to take over one of 
Joan Cook’s online courses that my odyssey began.  
Considering myself technologically challenged, my 
initial reaction was to be really nervous.  
 
Even though I had taken the WebCT training that 
summer, I still felt hesitant about teaching online.  
Joan Cook became my mentor when I decided to go 
ahead anyway.  She was available one-on-one and 
just about anytime I needed her which was often in 
the beginning.  It is true - Joan has the patience of a 
saint. 
 
After spending some of my most frustrating hours on 
the computer learning WebCT, wouldn’t you know 
“the powers that be” decided to introduce a new 
version. It wasn’t easy but so very gratifying once I 
was able to navigate my way around the Blackboard 
learning system with ease.  It’s been energizing 
having the opportunity to teach second level courses 
for the psychology department, i.e., maladapted, 
child, and educational psychology. 
 
It’s true online courses do take more time; but it’s 
time I have 24-7, at home or on the road.  An 
instructor can do an office hour in the online chat 
room, communicate with students, prepare courses 
and grade students from anywhere in the world that 
provides Internet access.  There is something very 
satisfying to my obsessive nature to be able to place 
all my handouts online in neat little packages.  Being 
organized and having everything needed to instruct a 
course at my fingertips is a pleasure for me.  A 
professor can stream videos, do PowerPoints, give 
quizzes and assign live chats and discussions.   
Textbooks come alive and three dimensional in 
scope because students have access to many 

different interactive activities which are informative, 
fun and help them to prepare for their assignments.
 
Teaching face-to-face classes has always been my 
first love in academia.  I didn’t think I’d enjoy online 
courses because of my concerns about missing the 
interaction, excitement and spontaneity of being in 
front of a class.  Yet, one of the nicest aspects of 
teaching online is the ability to interact with 
students in a novel way.  For instance, when I 
compliment a student in person, there seems to be 
an awkward minute or two if a student doesn’t 
accept the compliment.  I have to repeat myself to 
get the point across.  Online, if I compliment, or 
instruct a student for that matter, they have it in 
written form and can reread it as often as they need 
to fully comprehend what’s being said.  
  
Online communications are to the point and written 
the way I mean them simply because I have the 
opportunity to formulate and decide if what’s 
written is what I really mean to say before I hit 
“send.”  If I’m having difficulty with a student, I wait 
awhile, reread what’s  written to be sure it’s exactly 
what I want to say before I release the e-mail.  Face-
to-face, I’ve blurted out things I wish I hadn’t said in 
the heat of the moment.  Everything gets 
documented online which can be both positive and 
negative.  You and students leave a trail which can 
be used for or against you in a dispute. 
 
These are just a few of the pros and cons of 
teaching online and it is true that I would never give 
up teaching campus courses to instruct online; it’s 
just so nice to be able to do both. 
 
 
 
    

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

To Teach or Not To Teach Online 
By Professor Dolores Reilly 
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A caption is a sentence describing a 
picture or graphic. 

In recent years faculty productivity is increasingly 
being linked to the effective use of the latest 
technology in the classroom. My experience as a 
professional graphic designer using computer 
graphics has spanned two decades. I fondly remember 
when a storyboard was made, and I created art to be 
photographed and put into a slide format. Sometimes 
there would be up to twenty slide projectors, 
synchronized to music, creating a kind of cinematic, 
rapid visual sequence. This was a slide show! In the 
early 1980’s I began using a Digitizer by 
Summagraphics and an electronic stylus with the IBM 
to create slide presentations for major corporations. A 
lot has changed since then. 
 
When I began to teach the History of Graphic Design 
at CCM in 1990, I continued to rely on slides, slide 
carousels, projectors and screens to provide the visual 
stimulus needed to understand and appreciate graphic 
design. The equipment was at times cumbersome and 
took up classroom floor space, often obstructing the 
visibility of several students who would come late to 
class and have to sit behind the projector stand. 
However, the clarity and color accuracy of the 
projected image was high quality. 
 
I watched technology advance and when PowerPoint 
became the software of choice for visual 
presentations, I showed no interest in using the 
software. I saw PowerPoint as substandard to the 
visual quality and flexibility needed to put on an 
effective slide presentation. 
 
In 2006 the authors of the most popular text for 
graphic design history introduced the fourth edition of 

By Professor Yvonne Bandy 
Experiences with Teaching the History of Graphic Design 

the text along with a companion PowerPoint 
presentation. I spent the summer scanning over 300 
additional slides into their Power Point and figured 
if it was good enough for the author, I should start 
to use it. Then came the quest for a multipurpose 
classroom that would project the images with color 
accuracy and clarity. 
 
In the fall of 2007, I signed up for the new high-
tech classroom in room B225. I had no great 
expectations, but I did believe that this room could 
offer capabilities that would go beyond the 
traditional classroom, which restrained my ability to 
be spontaneous. Let me give an example. In 
classroom B225 I have at my fingertips a touch 

Reflections on Teaching in the Technology- Enhanced 
Classroom 
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  sensitive control panel that allows me to activate a 

variety of electronic equipment. I can play and 
project a DVD, CD, a VHS tape, the computer screen 
or access the Internet all from one rather small and 
user-friendly control device. This is one of the most 
efficient and attractive aspects of the classroom. 
 
The facilities in room B225 have enabled me to 
continue a sort of chalk and talk modality, that I 
think is still valuable, yet it has also provided me 
with the opportunity to integrate new technology. 
This new generation of students (born after 1982) 
seems to crave presentation resources that are 
visually stimulating and interactive. They appear to 
respond to immediate electronic feedback. Let me 
give another example of how I have been able to 
become more spontaneous in a way that has elicited 
a favorable response from students. When I use the 
Symposium Desktop Smartboard, I can show a slide 
and write directly on the slide to visually explain and 
illustrate compositional structure and design layout. 
While lecturing, I can circle a point of interest or 
highlight an area using a variety of markers to color 
code the information I’m explaining. I can also 
project a blank document onto the screen and use it 
like a blackboard. I’m always facing the class, which 
allows me to quickly engage the students in dialogue 
or discussion. 
 
Oftentimes I bring in articles, magazines, posters, 
and other kinds of graphic objects that I pass around 
the classroom. As these items slowly make their way 
around the room, it can become distracting while a 
lecture or discussion is going on simultaneously. 
When I use the Document Camera I can avoid this 
problem by projecting two and three dimensional 
objects onto the screen for the entire class to see at 
one time. Although there is still a benefit to allowing 
students to touch an object, I can use the Document 
Camera for particular kinds of objects, and it has 
become a useful piece of technology. 
 

These are some of the features I’ve used that have 
helped to facilitate an innovative and interactive 
teaching environment. The media provides a more 
here-and-now interaction, which students seem to 
appreciate. Here are a few responses from a recent 
survey about the technology used in this classroom.
 

 
“It made it easier to concentrate when prof is 
facing the class.” 
 
“It’s easier to see.  The different colors are better 
when writing different ideas.” 
 
“I feel that the visual reference with this device 
helps me understand faster than normal.” 
 
“I liked when she would write on the screen 
because that automatically puts words with an 
image in my head.  And she could also outline or 
circle certain things which was helpful.” 
 
“I enjoyed how she was able to write on slides 
and draw certain things to help us comprehend.”
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For several years I have been using overhead 
transparencies in presenting material in all of my 
mathematics classes.  Because of a medical issue, 
the doctor banned me from using the blackboard. 
 
At first I didn’t know how teaching with 
transparencies was going to work. Here I was 
facing the class with only an 8½¨ by 11” 
transparency to write on and you know that some 
of our problems go on “forever” on the board.  But 
this was what I had to use.   
 
Before long, I was an enthusiastic user of 
transparencies. I could constantly see my students’ 
faces and react to their facial expressions and body 
language.  I can often tell when students have not 
understood what I have just tried to explain. 
 
I enjoyed the ability to use several colors on the 
transparencies.  The size of my writing on the 
screen was enlarged enabling even those in the 
back row to see well. If students missed something 

Experiences with Teaching Mathematics

 By Professor Louise Olshan 
 

in class, they could look at the transparency as 
soon as I was finished with it. Some students 
looked at pages after class was completed. I 
allowed students who missed a class to request a 
copy of my transparencies. I can’t imagine how 
much time I spent at the copier making copies. 
Many thanks to Kathy Edwards and Cathy Peirano 
who often helped me out with copies. 
 
Last spring Joan Cook mentioned that a 
technology-enhanced classroom would be available 
in the fall. From her description it sounded like a 
room I would want to use. I am now an enthusiastic 
user of B225 – for one class in the fall and for two 
classes this spring. I now write on a computer 
screen in PowerPoint® slides. The writing is 
enlarged on the screen. With two banks of lights, I 
can have sufficient lighting for students to write 
and also have the screen easily visible. I use colors 
as before, but with the press of a button – no more 
taking caps off and on pens so they do not dry up 
during a class period. I was notorious for 
misplacing caps and even mixing tops and pens.  
 
With the equipment in B225, not only are the slides 
saved, but my voice can be recorded. A portable 
microphone is available to capture my speech (but 
with my voice I rarely use that mike).  Additional 
equipment allows for a video capture of the 
professor at the podium. I have opted not to use 
this option – who needs to see me anyway! 
 
By the time I return to my office in A building, I can 
access all the slides from class along with my 
spoken word. The capture is available at the class 
website. Students can easily access the site through 
WebCT. With thumbnail versions of my slides 
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  appearing on the screen, students can scroll to any

point in my lecture and see my slide along with my 
explanations. This is a wonderful benefit for a 
student who misses an entire class or did not 
follow everything going on in class.  
 
The first few class meetings were a challenge. The 
equipment was due in August with training for 
faculty during the Professional Days. Well all was 
not in running order on time. So the first few days 
I was in B225, I called Joan Cook on a fairly regular 
basis as instructions for using the equipment were 
being updated or the equipment was not left as I 
expected it. I would never have felt comfortable in 
the room without knowing that Joan was a phone 
call away and always ready, willing and able to 
assist.  I remember how happy I was when the 
phone was actually hooked up in the room. 
Recently I assisted a colleague on his first use of 
the room. While I am not an expert on the 
equipment, I felt comfortable giving a lesson on 
using the basic equipment. Of course Joan Cook 
set up the capture. To me the capturing is pure 
magic.  
 
Colleagues have expressed concern that students 
might decide that class attendance is unnecessary. 
So far class attendance has not been impacted and 
it better not be. I feel that nothing can really 
replace the activity of the classroom. The first day 
I explain to the class that the class will be 
captured, but I stress that the slides are available 
for reviewing. Never a word about class being 
optional! My syllabus states that attendance in 
class is expected. 

For several of the topics I consider more difficult for 
my students, I have PowerPoint® slides to which I 
have added speech available for my online students. 
Next time I teach an online class, I plan to use 
captures to present this material. Writing on the 
computer screen “free-hand” is so much easier for 
me than typing slides using PowerPoint®.  
 
Comments from students last fall were very 
favorable. One student using the services of CASE 
requested a professor for a subsequent course who 
used the room.  He commented that he couldn’t 
understand why all the classes weren’t taught using 
captures. 
 
I am delighted that there is a technology-enhanced 
classroom at CCM. Thank you to Joan Cook for her 
efforts in researching the equipment, ordering it and 
overseeing the setup. Most importantly her help and 
support while using the room are invaluable. 
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Last semester, I taught Elementary Spanish II in B225. This semester, I am teaching Intermediate Spanish I.  I 
find that the technology in the classroom is very helpful in many ways. 
  
The publishers of our book have a wonderful website that correlates perfectly with the textbook.  They have 
added many interactive activities in different formats.  There are audio clips where the students listen to 
different dialogues and then answer questions.  There are video segments where the students watch a “soap 
opera” and then answer questions. 
 
There are flash cards, cross-word puzzles . . . you get the picture.  When I assign these activities for 
homework, a small percent of the students actually do them (I don’t collect them because the answers are 
given). However, when I do them in class, they all get to review the vocabulary and grammar for that 
segment.  The students seem to be more alert and willing to participate because there is no pressure on them 
to come up with the correct answers. 
  
Another benefit is that I can type my notes as I am lecturing (I like to type the text rather than use the pen). 
The students can use the screen to copy the notes onto their notebooks.  The students seem to really enjoy 
the new format of “writing on the board.” 
   
The last benefit is that I can bring up interactive grammar and vocabulary worksheets from any class that I 
have developed in WebCT and have the students work on them.  This saves on a lot of copying. 
  
So far, I have not had any negative comments on the use of the technology in the room. 

Experiences with Teaching Spanish
 By Professor Mirna Rosende 
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  Show and Tell Made Easy

 
By Professor Joan Cook, CTE Director 

When dealing with technology, very often it is much easier to actually show or demonstrate how to do 
something while explaining it, than it is to type instructions or a description.  For this reason Jing is my new 
favorite program.  Techsmith, the company originating this “project,” has a history of creating great programs 
at a reasonable price.  We have been using two of its programs, SnagIt and Camtasia, at CCM for years.  While 
Jing is in “project status,” the price is right – it is free! 
 
Techsmith describes Jing as “…the always-ready program that instantly captures and shares images and 
video…from your computer to anywhere.”  A small sun sits at the top of your screen.  Mouse over it, select 
capture, define the area you want to capture (whole or partial screen), and select image or video.     
 
 

        
 
 
 
If you capture an image, you can apply a variety of effects.  When video is selected, you get a microphone-on 
count down and you are ready to start creating your demo movie.  You have the ability to pause and resume 
so you can change screens, open another file, etc.  Since the maximum length of a video capture is 5 minutes, 
this is helpful.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

When you are finished, you can share it by uploading it to Screencast.com (a Techsmith  company), or save it 
as a file.  The file format it creates is Flash.  The free Flash player is already on 97% of computers worldwide 
(and is an easy download for the rare exception).  If you are creating your own web pages, you can get the 
“embed” code to position your capture within a page and you can also FTP the video to a server of your 
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  choosing other than Screencast.  When you upload it to a server (Screencast or your own), it places the 

URL on your computer’s clipboard (in memory) so you can just paste it into an e-mail or create a web link 
in your Blackboard course.  Everything you do on a particular computer is stored in history so you can go 
back to it any time or save it to your local computer at a later date. 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

I have been using it for more than six months now and I can honestly say it has saved me hours of typing.  
For the most part, I make use of the video option “on the fly” to explain how to solve a problem or how to 
do a task, upload it in a matter of seconds and paste the URL into an e-mail.  Some of you have been 
recipients and have provided very positive feedback.  However, it would be equally valuable (and easy) to 
create short tutorials for students.  If a picture is worth a thousand words, what is a narrated video worth?!
 
I tried to write the description of this program as clearly as I could and even included images to make it 
easier to follow, but if you click on the link following this paragraph, you will see how much easier it is to 
understand when you can see it in action and hear the explanation.  Not only that, but it took me 1-2 
hours to write the article, but only 5 minutes to do the capture – clearer for you and easier for me….a win-
win situation! 
 
http://apreso.ccm.edu/acmcontent/bee5d679-b347-42a7-aa4e-
18df4b441e0f/WebCTUsers_Unspecified_2008-02-15_01-46-PM.htm  
 
 (NOTE:  I had to use another program to capture the Jing demo above.  Jing cannot capture itself!) 
 
Check out Jing for yourself (read the fine print to make sure you understand its status) and view demo 
movies at http://www.jingproject.com.   
 
For those of you who would like hands-on guidance trying out this program, sign up for the workshop 
Thursday, March 27, 1:00-1:30 in CTE (D-216). 
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  Using RSS Feeds (Really Simple Syndication) for You 

and Your Students 
By Professor Rita Alisauskas 

RSS feeds are news feeds that bring the headlines with links to the full article for numerous online journals, 
newspapers, and online references that get updated daily.  Add these to your WebCT site, your personalized 
home webpage (My Yahoo or iGoogle) or your computer desktop.  Once you subscribe, these news feeds are 
typically updated every 15 minutes.  This is true syndication in that the content comes to you.  You and your 
students can scan the headlines and click through to the entire post for the complete article.  

Just about every major newspaper and magazine has area specific feeds for each section of their online content 
to which you can subscribe. See below for a few examples from the health and science feeds that I put into my 
WebCT home page that supplements my Human Biology course. 
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How to find RSS Feeds: 

• Look for the orange RSS feed icon.  on any site that periodically updates content . 
 

  
 
 

• Click on the link and copy and paste the link into an email or word document. 
• Bring link to CTE for a quick lesson on adding these to your course.  Add them once and they get 

updated daily. 
 
 

How to view RSS feeds: 

• For your WebCT class, we can make the footer of the home page into an RSS feed aggregator 
• Add a widget to your desktop that automatically brings in newsfeeds  
• For your personalized home page, i.e., My Yahoo or iGoogle, you can add any number of news feeds on 

just about any topic. See below for an example of my personalized  home page. 

 

 
 
Come to a session on Thursday, April 3rd at 10am in D216 to set up an RSS feed in your WebCT site, 
personalized homepage or desktop computer. 
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  On the Horizon – What Does the Research Say? 

By Professor Joan Cook, CTE Director 
 (Adapted from http://www.nmc.org/pdf/2008-Horizon-Report.pdf) 

 
Educause, an organization whose mission is to advance higher education by promoting the intelligent use of 
information technology  in cooperation with the New Media Consortium, whose motto is advancing learning 
through IT innovation, have released their 2008 Horizon Report discussing the six key emerging technologies 
expected to break over the next five years.  They divide the time frame into 3 horizons:  (1) within the next year; 
(2) within two to three years; (3) within four to five years.          
 
 One Year or Less 
1. Grassroots Video – Cellphone video is everywhere.   You Tube grows exponentially every day.  The ability to 

edit and publish video is in the hands of almost anyone who wants it and it can be viewed on a multitude of 
devices.  Hosting services such as You Tube and iTunes U now provide the opportunity for educational 
institutions to “brand” and make their content available whether created by faculty or students.  (NOTE:  To 
see the original article containing more in-depth explanations and references, click the link at the end of 
this article.) 
 
Examples of Grassroots Video (from the original article) 

The following links provide further examples of video applications being developed at the grassroots level. 
 
MERLOT ELIXR 
http://elixr.merlot.org  
The MERLOT ELIXR project uses digital case stories to encourage the adoption of exemplary classroom practices 
in higher education. 
 
MIT Tech TV 
http://techtv.mit.edu  
MIT Tech TV makes it easy for the MIT community to find and share video related to science, technology, or the 
community. 
O N E Y EAR OR L ES 
Learning From YouTube: MS135 at Pitzer College 
http://www.youtube.com/mediapraxisme  
In a new media studies class at Pitzer College, students investigate what can be learned from YouTube. 
Throughout the process, the professor writes frankly about the experience on her blog: 
http://wordpress.com/tag/learning-from-youtube/ . 
   
Custom YouTube Channels: University of California, Berkeley; UMBCtube; University of New South Wales 
www.youtube.com/ucberkeley;  
www.youtube.com/umbc;  
http://au.youtube.com/user/unsw   
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  Courses from UC Berkeley are available on its own specially branded YouTube channel, an approach also 

used by the University of New South Wales. UMBCtube, a custom YouTube channel for the University of 
Maryland Baltimore County, allows the campus to blend community-generated content with institutional 
video offerings. UMBCtube is designed to complement UMBC’s main course media portal on iTunes U. 
 
VideoANT 
http://ant.umn.edu  
VideoANT is an online environment developed at the University of Minnesota that synchronizes web-based 
video with an author’s timeline-based text annotations. VideoANT is designed to engage learners by 
supporting interactions between students, instructors, and their video content. 
 
2. Collaboration Webs – Virtual collaboration with others not physically in the same location has become 

more and more common.   From Google Docs to SketchCast.com, tools now exist on the Internet that 
can be used right in a web browser (without installing software) that just a few years ago would have 
required the purchase of several expensive products.  Social networks and web conferencing add 
further depth to collaborative efforts.  (NOTE:  To see the original article containing more in-depth 
explanations and references, click the link at the end of this article.) 
 
 

Examples of Collaboration Webs (from the original article) 
The following links provide examples of collaboration webs and the tools that support them. 
 
Digital Entrepreneurship Community 
http://digent.rit.edu  
This community, created by business faculty at the Rochester Institute of Technology, is comprised of 
students, faculty, professionals, venture capitalists, and other interested parties from around the world. To 
visit the community page, use the login “digentguest@gmail.com” and the password “ritdigent” (or your 
own Ning identity). 
 
DIVA 
http://diva.sfsu.edu  
San Francisco State University’s Digital Information Virtual Archive (DIVA) blends repository services, 
content development tools, personal file management and sharing capabilities, and private workspaces to 
allow faculty to collaborate on course materials and leverage one another’s work. 
 
Google Apps at Arizona State University 
www.asu.edu/emailsignup/  
Arizona State University offers Google applications, including mail, calendaring, and chat to its 65,000 
students. 
 
 Melbourne 2051 at Victoria University 
www.melbourne2051.com  
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Victoria University’s Melbourne 2051 project combines traditional writing with digital storytelling in the form 
of a virtual world setting built by students. 
 
National Forum on Canadian History 
www.pageflakes.com/cnhs/14568889  
The National Forum on Canadian History is a one-day event with its own pagecast, including documents, 
photos and videos. 
 
Skoolaborate 
www.skoolaborate.com  
Skoolaborate is a global project that uses a mix of technologies (blogs, LMS, wikis and virtual worlds) for 
collaborative learning. 
 
Two to Three Years 
3. Mobile Broadband – From Blackberry to iPhone, today’s tech tools free us from being tied to a standard 

computer.   These devices are quickly becoming ubiquitous among our students.  In addition to all of the 
social networking they are currently used for, they hold great potential for educational applications from 
data collection (including audio and video)  during  fieldwork to any-time/anywhere collaboration.  (NOTE:  
To see the original article containing more in-depth explanations and references, click the link at the end 
of this article.) 
 

Examples of Mobile Broadband (from the original article) 
The following links provide examples of mobile broadband applications. 
 
Montclair State University 
www.montclair.edu/Publications/News/NewsRelease0807technology.html    
Initially, Montclair State University started requiring students to own mobile phones as a campus security 
measure. Now, mobile technology has become an integral component of project-based learning activities in 
several disciplines that involve blogging, polling, and video podcasts. Course groups are created that allow 
students to discuss study-related questions; the Office of Information Technology reports that since many of 
MSU’s students commute, mobiles are very effective tools for creating a feeling of connectedness with the 
university. 
 
Pocket Virtual Worlds 
www.pocketvirtualworlds.com  
Faculty and students at Bowling Green State University and Case Western Reserve University have developed a 
program that creates a 3D virtual space which they can explore via a screen on their mobile phone; the 
representation of the virtual surroundings changes as the user moves. The goal is to enable classroom-bound 
students to take “virtual field trips” of locations like the Amazon rainforest, with classroom projects and 
discussion launched from what they “see” around them. Since the program can use digitally-created images 
as well as photographs, students could also theoretically explore outer space or locations in history. 
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Wiki City Rome 
http://senseable.mit.edu/wikicity/rome/  
MIT’s Wiki City Rome project maps events and movement through the city in a 24-hour festival period 
using cell phone and other data. The Notte Bianca implementation allows people to access the real time 
data on dynamics that occur in the very place they find themselves in, in that moment, creating the 
intriguing situation that the map is drawn on the basis of dynamic elements of which the map itself is an 
active part. 
 
ZoneTag 
http://zonetag.research.yahoo.com  
ZoneTag is an application for mobile phones that enables photos taken on the phone to be instantly 
tagged with location information and uploaded to Flickr, right from the phone. 
 
4. Data Mashups – A mashup is the combining of one or more applications into a new hybrid 

application.  Data mashups combine data from multiple sources.  Increasingly, it will become possible 
for individuals with no particular technical skills to create their own mashups.   (NOTE:  To see the 
original article containing more in-depth explanations and references, click the link at the end of this 
article.) 

Examples of Data Mashups (from the original article) 
The following links provide examples of educational applications of data mashups. 
 
Havaria Information Services Alert Map 
http://hisz.rsoe.hu/alertmap/index.php?lang=eng  
This interactive map displays data relating to severe weather conditions, epidemic alerts, and seismic 
incidents around the world. Created by the National Association of Radio-Distress Signalling and 
Infocommunications (RSOE) in Budapest, Hungary, the map draws from over 200 news sources for the 
information it displays. 
T WO T O T H RE Y EARS 
Interactive Learning Resources at Michigan State University 
http://clear.msu.edu/teaching/online/ria/  
Michigan State University offers a set of webware apps that allow faculty to mashup interactive language 
learning resources on the fly. 
 
Interactive Map Tool 
www.cer.jhu.edu/index.cfm?pageID=351  
This web-based authoring tool, developed at Johns Hopkins University, supports digital field assignments 
and allows students and instructors to create custom mashups using a wide variety of digital media, text, 
and data. 
Minnesota Interactive Internet Mapping Project 
http://maps.umn.edu/  
The Minnesota Interactive Internet Mapping (MIIM) Project is developing an internet mapping application 
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  that provides digital maps and imagery similar to Google Maps or MapQuest; the project involves educators 

in designing the tool to identify features necessary for instruction, including a broad range of data, 
interactivity, security, ease of use, customization, analytical capabilities, low resource demands, and 
sustainability. 
 
Research at Pompeu Fabra University 
www.girardin.org/fabien/tracing/  
Researchers at the Pompeu Fabra University in Barcelona are mining the spatial-temporal data provided by 
geotagged Flickr photos of urban locations. 
 
Four to Five Years 
Collective Intelligence – This refers to gathering and analyzing large quantities of information and is divided 
into two main categories:  (1) explicit - information contributed by large numbers of people (Wikipedia); (2) 
implicit – analysis of patterns of behavior of large numbers of people (page rankings on the Internet).  The 
potential role for collective intelligence in academic research is powerful.   
(NOTE:  To see the original article containing more in-depth explanations and references, click the link at 
the end of this article.) 
 
Examples of Collective Intelligence (from original article) 
The following links provide examples of collective intelligence. 
 
Freebase 
www.freebase.com  
Freebase is an open, shared online database; not only is the data in it entered by the community, but the 
structure of the database itself (data types, categories, and so forth) is also community-created. 
 
Google Image Labeler 
http://images.google.com/imagelabeler/  
Google Image Labeler uses a game format to gather tags for images that are then used to improve image 
search. 
 
Google Zeitgeist 
www.google.com/intl/en/press/zeitgeist.html  
Google Zeitgeist, a year-end report of sorts, uses implicit collective intelligence to graph search terms used 
throughout the year to demonstrate what topics mattered most to people. 
History Commons 
www.cooperativeresearch.org  
The History Commons is an open-content civic journalism site. Contributors add articles about events or 
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entities, creating detailed timelines about them (e.g. the events leading up to, during, and following 
Hurricane Katrina). Content is submitted, reviewed, and copyedited by volunteers. 
 
Human Brain Cloud 
www.humanbraincloud.com  
The Human Brain Cloud is a game that collects word associations from thousands of “players” and creates a 
visual map of common associations for a given word. 
 
 
6. Social Operating Systems – This is an attempt to describe the nature of our network of relationships.  It 

puts the person rather than a set of documents, ideas, or objects at the center.  (NOTE:  To see the 
original article containing more in-depth explanations and references, click the link at the end of this 
article.) 
 

Examples of Social Operating Systems (from the original article) 
The following links provide examples of applications for social operating systems. 
 
Concept Demo of Yahoo Life! 
http://blogs.zdnet.com/BTL/?p=7503  
This blog post describes a presentation by Yahoo co-founder and CEO Jerry Yang in which he demonstrates 
a project concept, currently known as Yahoo Life!, that includes characteristics of social operating systems 
(also see the video at http://news.zdnet.com/2422-13934_22-182567.html).  
T H E H ORIZ O N REP ORT – 2 0 0 8 29 
Hosted Lifebits 
http://blog.jonudell.net/2007/05/22/hosted-lifebits/  
(John Udell, May 22, 2007.) This blog post describes a scenario for a hosted space to hold all the digital 
media and information a person might create, throughout his or her life and even beyond. 
 
The Social Catalog 
http://pvlddirectorsblog.typepad.com/kathy/2007/11/the-social-cata.html  
(Katharine Gould, PVLD Director’s Blog, November 20, 2007.) This blog post describes an idea for a “social 
catalog,” a system for cataloging books that takes into account why the book is sought as well as what it is 
about. 
Team ORCA Project Site 
www.hcii.cmu.edu/M-HCI/2007/PittDental/  
This team project by students in the Masters of Human Computer Interaction program at Carnegie Mellon 
University is a prototype of a system that facilitates the kinds of connections social operating systems will 
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enable. The project’s goal was to develop a system to make it easier for scientists to find collaborators 
 

You can access the entire report at http://www.nmc.org/pdf/2008-Horizon-Report.pdf  
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http://www.gethuman.com  is a website that contains an alphabetic list of hundreds of 
major companies with instructions telling you exactly what to press to bypass their 
automated voice systems and get directly to a human being.  There is even a link to a 
printable copy you can print out and keep by your telephone. 

Tech Tip: Stress Reducer 
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