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Welcome to issue three of the Spring 2008 
Update, the Newsletter of the CCM Center for 
Teaching Excellence. This issue will focus on 
faculty accomplishments and activities.  
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by Louise Olshan, CTE Teaching and Learning 
Program Faculty Coordinator 
 

From the Director 
by Joan Cook, Director, Center for Teaching 
Excellence 
 

                         Director’s Corner 
                       Subtitle:  Yea Louise!! 
 
I want to take this opportunity to thank Professor 
Louise Olshan for the great job she is doing as the 
Teaching and Learning Program Faculty 
Coordinator for the Center for Teaching Excellence. 

The expanded versions of the CTE Update and the 
increase in non-tech activities have been very well 
received.  Her versatility is truly impressive. 
 
Her excellence in her field of mathematics has 
recently received national recognition.  Professor 
Olshan received a 2007 Teaching Excellence Award 
from the American Mathematical Association of 
Two-Year Colleges (AMATYC) at the annual 
conference of the organization held in November 
2007 in Minneapolis.  Professor Olshan was one of 
eight mathematics faculty from across the United 
States and Canada to be recognized.  More than 40 
faculty members were nominated.  Be sure to read 
her article below for some interesting details. 
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Computer forensics was the first item on the 
agenda of the Community College Computer 
Consortium’s (4Cs) February 2, 2008, meeting.  
Three members of the Department of Information 
Technologies—Nancy Binowski, Neil Blum, and 
Bonnie Murphy—trekked to Bucks County 
Community College in Bristol, Pennsylvania, for a 
joint meeting of the New Jersey and Pennsylvania 
chapters.  The meeting was held at the Lower 
Bucks campus, which opened its doors in fall 
2007. 
 
The combined meeting had an attendance of 
about thirty which is not too bad for a cold, crisp 
winter Saturday.  Nancy Binowski is serving as 
president of the New Jersey 4Cs chapter this year 
so this was a mandatory event for her.  To support 
Nancy and to network with our NJ and PA 
counterparts, Neil and I chose to attend. 
 
Held three times an academic year, the 4Cs’ 
meetings bring together representatives from all 
19 New Jersey community colleges to learn about 
new and emerging IT trends and technologies and 
to share program and course information. 
 
As mentioned, the agenda for the day began with 
a session on computer forensics presented by 
Larry Depew, Laboratory Director of the New 
Jersey Regional Computer Forensic Laboratory.  As 

Attending Professional Meetings; Leading Professional Organizations  

part of the subsequent discussion, the Computer 
Forensics certificate program offered at Bucks 
County Community College was shared and 
explained. 
 
Professor Binowski facilitated a meeting of NJ’s 
4Cs chapter after lunch; this was followed by a 
presentation on the Computer Science Teacher 
Association (CSTA), which is an Association of 
Computing Machinery initiative.  As a result of 
this presentation, the Department of Information 
Technologies is facilitating a meeting of northern 
New Jersey K-12 computer teachers.  The goal of 
this meeting is to form a Morris County/Northern 
New Jersey chapter of CSTA.  To assist in this 
outreach project, an application to the New Jersey 
Department of Education was made for a 
Professional Development Provider number.  This 
designation enables the Department of 

IT’s Ongoing Professional Development 
by Bonnie A. Murphy, Chairperson, Department of Information Technologies, 
Neil Blum, Associate Professor, Department of Information Technologies and  
Nancy Binowski, Assistant Professor, Department of Information Technologies 
 

Spotlight on the Business, Mathematics, Engineering and 
Technologies Division 
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  Information Technologies to grant professional 

development hours for programs and meetings of 
the CSTA chapter. 
 
Thus far, we have received very positive feedback 
from our outreach to the K-12 computer teachers. 
We look forward to good attendance and lively 
interaction as we meet to form our new CSTA 
chapter on April 15. 

 

Serving as President of Community College Computer Consortium 
by Nancy Binowski, Assistant Professor, Department of Information Technologies 

In Fall 2007, I took the over the reins as President 
of this 20 year old professional organization, 
following my position as President Elect and 
Program Chair during the previous year.  
 
The purpose of the 4Cs is to provide a forum to 
foster professional development among NJ 
computer science, information systems, and 
information technology faculty and others 
interested in computer education.  Members from 
the 19 NJ Community Colleges and other 4-year 
institutions meet three times a year at various 
campuses around the state.  To accommodate our 
Pennsylvanian colleagues, last year we spun off 
another chapter of the organization in Northeast 
Pennsylvania.    
 
The dynamic field of information technology 
changes so rapidly and it is a significant challenge 
to stay on top of the current trends.   The 4Cs is 
an organization with a mission to help the IT 
education process by allowing IT colleagues to 
exchange ideas and to take away from meetings 
practical information which can be applied directly 
in the classroom.   This is what keeps me coming 
back each meeting and why I am honored to have 
taken part in the leadership of this important 
organization. 

“What’s Hot and What’s Not” in IT, “Publisher's 
Assessment Software - MyITLab, SNAP, SAM”, and 
"Globalization of IT and Education" are just some 
of the topics on the agenda for the next 
Community College Computer Consortium of NJ 
(4Cs NJ) being held on April 18th at Ocean County 
College.  
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tutoring and another that provided research 
insights into the attitudes and the high school 
biographies of students in developmental classes.
 
Professor Monaghan focused on the basic 
mathematics students – how to help these 
students develop study skills, read mathematics 
textbooks, and benefit from supplemental 
instruction.   
 

Attending the National Association for Developmental Education Conference 
Patrick Enright, Dean, Division of Business, Mathematics, Engineering and Technologies 
Joan Monaghan, Chairperson, Department of Mathematics 
 

Dean Patrick Enright and Professor Joan Monaghan 
attended the 32nd annual conference of the 
National Association for Developmental Education. 
The conference was held in Boston from February 
27th through March 1st. 
 
Dean Enright and Professor Monaghan obtained 
national perspectives on supplemental instruction, 
tutoring, tutor training, and the use of technology 
in academic support services.  The conference 
provided opportunities for one-on-one discussion 
with conference presenters and also opportunities 
to learn the results of current research in 
developmental education.  In spite of varied 
missions and demographics, colleges share the 
same interest in improving retention and 
developing economical models for academic 
support systems.  Several sessions, for example, 
focused on adaptations to the supplemental 
instruction model that addressed the financial 
limits of academic departments.   
 
Dean Enright reports attendance at a provocative 
session that presented software for online 

In early November, I attended the 33rd annual conference of the American Mathematical Association of Two-
Year Colleges in Minneapolis, Minnesota.  The theme of the conference, “Building a Better Tomorrow”, was 
emphasized throughout the four days of meetings and workshops.  Pat McKeague and Dan Kennedy were the 
two delightful keynote speakers.  Each is a well-respected author and mathematics educator and each has 
enjoyed a long career in mathematics. 

Attending the American Mathematical Association of Two-Year Colleges Conference 
Joan Monaghan, Chairperson, Department of Mathematics 
Louise Olshan, Professor, Department of Mathematics 
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In November, I happily (see article on the Teaching Excellence Award) attended the annual conference of the 
American Mathematical Association of Two-Year Colleges (AMATYC). I have attended the annual conference 
every year since 1989. I have learned classroom techniques, how to use calculators in the classroom and 
now attend sessions on online and hybrid classes. I even feel comfortable being a presenter.  
 
This year I participated in a themed session where several 15 minute presentations on a related topic are 
given. The themed session was entitled “Math on the Web” and my section was “Basic Algebra: A Comparison 
of Results – Hybrid vs. Online”.  I was fortunate to make a second and longer presentation with Professor Jeff 
Jones entitled “Online or Hybrid? Designs, Advantages, Successes”.  I am happy to say that both 
presentations were well received.  
 
I attended sessions on using personal response pads in a mathematics classroom – not really easy and 
something I am working on through a CTE Tech Team project and hopefully a CTE Summer Institute project. 
I enjoyed a session on using a tablet PC and have hopes of eventually being able to use one in both my on 
campus classroom and for my online and hybrid classes. 
 
I also attended the meeting of the Distance Learning Committee of AMATYC. It is a great place to hear about 
technology at other colleges and to share what is being done at CCM. The committee members stay in touch 
throughout the year using email and a listserv. 

  
My goal throughout the conference was two-fold:  to focus on mathematics teacher education and to 
concentrate on developmental education.  I especially appreciated a series of workshops entitled “Successful 
Activities and Projects in Teacher Education.”  I met with Bill Jordan, the author of the textbook we use in 
MAT050, Fundamentals of Mathematics, and we discussed the CCM course at length.  In addition, I attended 
the excellent presentation given by Louise Olshan and Jeff Jones, “Online or Hybrid? Designs, Advantages, 
Successes.” 
  
In conclusion, the AMATYC conference is, in my opinion, the finest professional conference available to 
community college teachers of mathematics.  I always appreciate the chance to learn and to discuss 
mathematics and mathematics education with my colleagues from across the country – and the Minneapolis 
conference provided many opportunities to learn and to grow.  
  
Joan Monaghan 
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Friday evening my husband, son and I attended a presentation of Calculus: the Musical. It was a truly 
delightful production with many catchy tunes and lots of laughter! 
 
My final session on Sunday morning was “The Amazing Impact of Mathematics on Society” which began with 
a beautiful multimedia presentation with pictures and music showing mathematics in everyday life. It was a 
fantastic end to a wonderful conference. 
 
Louise Olshan 
 

Attending the International Conference on Technology in College Mathematics 
Jorge Sarmiento, Professor, Department of Mathematics 
Louise Olshan, Professor, Department of Mathematics 
 
From March 6-9, 2008 I attended the 2008 International Conference on Technology in Collegiate 
Mathematics in San Antonio, TX. I registered for two mini-courses and two workshops: Presenting 
Mathematics with Camtasia Studio Movies, Data Collection and Modeling in Pre-Calculus using CBL/CBR 
and Excel, Reinforcing Algebraic Concepts via Programming on the TI-83/84 Plus, and Getting Students 
to Understand Statistical Concepts through Calculator Simulation. I also attended two sessions, one on 
The Use of MyMathLab and SmartBoard Software in Traditional Algebra Courses, and one on the Use of 
MAPLE 11 in Calculus, and I did participate on a Focus Group for the Trigsted’s College Algebra e-book 
using MyMathLab.  
 
By the end of this semester I will compile the documents and findings, and I will present them to the 
Math Department and CTE. The main goal is to share with my colleagues at CCM the applications of new 
technologies in mathematics and implement them into our curriculum. 
 
Jorge Sarmiento 
 

On March 8 and 9 I attended the 20th Annual Conference of ICTCM. I had planned to attend the 
conference on March 7 also, but was delayed in Dallas because of a snowstorm. Would you believe I 
packed some “summer type” clothing! The weather was cooler than I expected in San Antonio. 
 
I attended several very valuable sessions. I enjoyed Teaching Applied Calculus to the Millennial 
Generation, given by the author of the textbook we use in our Calculus with Application to Business and 
Economics class. I am hoping the CTE can offer a presentation next year on the topic of the millennial 
student. Another session focused on using MyMathLab (a publisher’s website) in introductory credit 
courses. I attended Using MyMathLab to Motivate Developmental Mathematics Students and have 
already incorporated some of the presenter’s ideas into my Late Start class. Two additional very helpful 
sessions involved student tracking in MyMathLab and MyMathLab training for experienced users. 
 
Louise Olshan 
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The AMATYC Teaching Excellence Award is given 
in odd-numbered years to outstanding two-year 
college mathematics instructors. The first 
awards were presented at the 1997 Annual 
Conference in Atlanta and they have been given 
every odd-numbered year since then. Nominees 
must be AMATYC members whose primary 
assigned duties are delivering instruction in an 
associate degree-granting program. Nominees 
must have the equivalent of a minimum of 5 
years of full-time teaching experience. The 
number of awards (0-8 awards maximum) is 
determined according to the total number of 
nominations received and the strength of the 
applicant pool.  

Teaching excellence is the main focus of the 
award. Criteria used in rating the nominees are: 

• Instructional Effectiveness and Support of 
Students – 50% 

• Professional Involvement and 
Professional Development/Renewal 
Activities – 30% 

• Interaction with Colleagues – 10% 
• Service to Departments/Division/College 

– 10% 

To be very honest about things, I had been 
nominated by my chairperson for the awards 
granted in 2001 and 2003. It was certainly an 
honor to be nominated and supported by people 
whose opinions I respect, but I had decided that 
enough was enough!! The rejection letter was 
nicely written, but I was not ready to receive a 
third one. For the 2005 award I served on the 
committee to review the nominations. That really 
was a tough job because so many applicants 
were worthy. It was very encouraging to read 
about the quality of the instruction, the passion 

CCM Professor Awarded 2007 Teaching Excellence Award from the American Mathematical 
Association of Two-Year Colleges 
Louise Olshan, Professor, Department of Mathematics 

of my colleagues for their careers and the 
innovative and creative ideas that are being 
implemented. 

In the spring of 2006, Dr. Charles Miller, Jr., a 
friend and retired mathematics professor from 
Camden County College approached me saying 
that he would like to nominate me. Charlie was 
himself a recipient of the award in 2003. Let me 
think about it, I said. Then two members of the 
Executive Board of the NJ affiliate of AMATYC 
suggested that I apply. So with a little coaxing 
from these friends and my husband, I decided to 
apply again.  Charlie was the main nominator and 
handled getting the materials together.  He was 
required to submit documentation from an 
administrator, peer, and student in addition to 
writing a nomination letter. Also required was 
information relating to my Student Opinion 
Reports and a three-page resume summarizing 
my activities. Several colleagues were involved in 
submitting the information. My very sincere 
thanks to Vice-President Dominic Latorraca who 
wrote as an administrator, Dean Patrick Enright 
and Professor Joan Monaghan who prepared 
information from my Student Opinion Reports and 
to Betty Polen who wrote a peer evaluation. In 
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  addition Charlie contacted a former student. She 

shared her experiences in MAT118, Calculus with 
Application to Business and Economics. An 
undergraduate art major, she had decided that 
she wanted to pursue an MBA and this class was 
required before acceptance into the graduate 
program. She represented that group of students 
who enter a class with fear and trepidation, but 
profoundly determined. At the presentation, it 
was noted that one of my students had written on 
an SOR that this was the third time taking 
Calculus and it finally all made sense.  

During the summer of 2006, Charlie 
communicated with those writing supporting 
documents and began compiling the materials. 
During the fall Charlie and I met and worked via 
email to organize my resume. Since he had 
already been a successful nominee, his ideas were 
most welcome. Charlie contacted three other 
former winners who were all from New Jersey and 
together they wrote and rewrote the nomination 
letter and finally all four of them signed the letter. 
At the awards ceremony, it was noted that my 
nomination was from four former winners and had 
also been endorsed by the officers of the New 
Jersey affiliate of AMATYC. While Charlie had 
shared some comments from the materials with 
me and provided me with a copy of the final 
packet, I did not read through them. I decided 
that if I was rejected again, I would read the 
materials to “perk-up”. 

The materials were submitted in November and I 
thanked all those who had worked on the project. 
The letter arrived in May – May 15 to be exact. 
Since it was a thin envelope and felt like the 
earlier rejection envelopes, I first opened the 
letter from Blue Cross/Blue Shield that arrived 
with it. Then it was time to open and read the 
AMATYC letter.  The first word I saw was 
“Congratulations”. With tears streaming down I 

read the rest of the letter and screamed out loud! 
No one was home, but maybe my neighbors heard 
me.  I then proceeded to call my husband, sons, 
Charlie, the CCM people involved in the 
nomination, colleagues who had supported me 
and some friends who were aware of my 
nomination. I can’t tell you the feeling of pride I 
have from being supported by my CCM 
colleagues, colleagues from New Jersey and now 
at the national level. Each awardee received an 
AMATYC Teaching Excellence Award medallion 
and recognition from Houghton-Mifflin. 

The presentation during the annual conference 
was certainly the highlight of the conference for 
me. My husband was able to attend and my older 
son flew in from Virginia. In addition, 
Mathematics Chairperson Joan Monaghan, 
Assistant Chairperson Robert Gebhardt and 
Professor Jeff Jones also attended. We had great 
fun taking pictures during and after the 
presentation. Award winners were asked to wear 
their medallions during the conference and many 
of the attendees stopped us during the 
conference to offer congratulations and to talk. It 
was a great experience to be nominated, but even 
greater to actually win the award! 
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  Spotlight on the Health and Natural Sciences Division 

Attending Professional Meetings; Leading Professional Organizations  

International Nursing Conference of the Philippine Nurses Association of America 
by Leo-Felix Jurado, Assistant Chairperson, Department of Nursing 
 

Professor Leo-Felix Jurado spoke at the 6th 
International Nursing Conference of the Philippine 
Nurses Association of America held in Manila on 
January 29 to February 1, 2008. The conference 
theme is “Caring for the World, Our Homeland, 
and Ourselves”. It was attended by more than 800 
nursing leaders and educators from many parts of 
the world including the USA, Australia, 
Switzerland, Japan, Singapore and the Middle 
East. 
 
The title of his topic is on “Regulatory Mandate: 
An Imperative for Quality Nursing Education.” As 
the current President of the New Jersey Board of 
Nursing, he shared the New Jersey experience to 
many nursing educators and regulators 
worldwide. He also had a special meeting with the 
members of the Philippine Board of Nursing.  
 
The abstract of his presentation at this 
international conference is excerpted in the 
following paragraphs: 
 
The nursing shortage worldwide provided a 
lucrative business for many to start private-for 
profit schools of nursing in the United States and 
much more in the Philippines. Nursing education 
in many of these proprietary schools including 
some existing colleges and universities are 
substandard. The same schools have evolved as 
diploma-mills programs. Poor outcomes such as 
high attrition rates while in school as well as poor 
board examination passing rates among first time 
as well as second time test takers are evident. 
These schools accept big number of nursing 
students beyond their capacity to educate. 

Inadequate resources in the classroom and lack of 
clinical placements have become a major 
dilemma. Other problems arising from these 
schools are complaints such as unqualified faculty 
members, exorbitant tuition fees and deficient 
curriculum to prepare students to become 
clinically competent in caring for the population 
they are suppose to serve. 
 
A regulatory mandate is the prescription to 
safeguard nursing education. Boards of Nursing 
worldwide have to take an active role in making it 
stringent to approve the opening of new nursing 
schools and to have closer monitoring and review 
of all existing schools of nursing. There are no 
other organizations or governmental agencies 
that know better the business of nursing 
education other than the Board of Nursing that 
license professional nurses in the first place. 
 
During the late 1800s and early 1900s, England 
first struggled with nursing regulation, the 
discussion being self-regulation versus legal 
regulation. Florence Nightingale and other nurse 
opponents to regulation, at that time believed the 
focus should be on the societal/moral standards 
of the professional nurse, rather than on their 
nursing abilities. Nurses who favored regulation 
thought this was the opportunity to establish 
qualifications, thus safeguarding the public and 
nursing. Physicians and administrators feared 
losing control over nursing and therefore were 
opponent to regulations (Report, 1985; Spector, 
2004; Weisenbeck & Calico, 1991).  
 



 

Page 10 CTE Update

 
  

In the United States, as early as 1906, the few 
existing boards of nursing at that time (North 
Carolina, New York, New Jersey and Virginia), sent 
inspectors to schools with nursing training 
programs to make a visit for approval. Presently, 
57 of the 59 boards of nursing approve nursing 
programs in their states and territories and are 
responsible for the monitoring, review and closing 
of schools of nursing in order to ensure that 
nursing is practiced by minimally-competent, 
licensed nurse within their authorize scope of 
practice. 
 
Professor Jurado’s presentation discussed the 
authority vested in boards of nursing to have the 
ultimate power in approving and monitoring every 
school of nursing to ensure public safety. He 
presented models of approval/accreditation by 
boards of nursing; essential criteria that may be 
utilized in approving/accrediting schools of 
nursing; and measurable key indicators and 
metrics for continuous quality improvement. 
Finally, he presented the Evidence-Based Nursing 
Education for Regulation.                 
 
 

Watch for a fall issue of the CTE Update when Dr. William Hunter, Professor, Department of Biology 
and Chemistry, will write about his recent sabbatical. 
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 Spotlight on the Liberal Arts Division

practical sabbatical project through which I might 
discover how best to improve my film classroom:  
I would spend a term as a film student at New 
Jersey's primary state university, Rutgers. 
 
While it would have been more exciting and 
prestigious to take graduate level courses at 
NYU's  film school, one of the nation's oldest and 
finest, I think that kind of activity really would not 
have yielded the best practical results for a CCM 
teacher of a one-shot introductory course.  Aside 
from the fact that a lengthy commute into the City 
would have exhausted rather than refreshed me, 
whatever I might have experienced at NYU among 
extraordinary students intensely focused on 
graduate film study would have relatively little 
application to the teaching of my semi-interested 
freshmen and sophomores taking their first--and 

                                            
I applied for a Spring 2007 sabbatical to study 
film, because I had been teaching the College's 
classic "Introduction to Film" course for well over 
a decade but had no formal coursework 
background in film.  The course had been 
designed originally by media studies professor Ed 
Benintende, whose degree was in film, but when 
devastating health problems forced Ed into early 
retirement, since nobody else in the English 
department had formal credentials in film, either, 
I was a logical candidate to take over Ed's course.  
My lifelong, deep, abiding interest in the subject 
had made me at least something of a self-taught 
expert, despite lack of formal training.  So I 
protected the integrity and transferability of 
expert Ed's established course by staying with his 
basic structure and content, and I boned up via 
numerous textbooks on the aspects of the 
content which were new to me.    
 
 As my experience in teaching film grew, so did 
both my competence and my confidence, by leaps 
and bounds;  but nonetheless, the lack of  formal 
background felt debilitating. Not only was I short 
on impressive "credentials," but I was short on 
that practical experience of observing others,  
having never witnessed how well-trained, full-
time film teachers conducted classes, managed 
screening time, formulated exams, and so forth.  
As the Benintende course design aged, 
furthermore, I knew it could benefit from some 
updating, too, yet I was fearful of altering it 
without knowing first what was going on in four-
year college film classes.  Thus, I conceived a 

Sabbatical Leave Report 

One  Atypical  Sabbatical  Project  
by Dr. Sandra Jackson, Department of English and Philosophy 
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newspaper.   Noel says she found her studies 
enormously helpful, and I certainly found mine to 
be, likewise.  For those of us who teach at the 
introductory two-year level, doing some 
undergraduate exploration in any new subject 
area suddenly thrust upon us really makes a 
whole lot of sense. The problem is that leave for 
this kind of activity gets scarce when doctoral 
candidates are also applying. 
 
At  Rutgers, a typical film course requires the 
student to attend not only the usual 160 minutes 
of weekly daytime class sessions, but also an 
additional three-hour weekly nighttime screening 
session.  Thus, taking even one film course there 
would be next to impossible while teaching a full 
load at CCM, so my sabbatical leave was essential. 
Earning just nine film credits meant being in class 
some 17 hours per week.   I managed to minimize 
commuting road time by packing in two very long 
days in New Brunswick each week, using 
remaining days at home for study and paper 
writing.  The Rutgers "Introduction to Film" 
offering extends for two semesters.  I took Part 
One of that, plus "Film Genres," and a “Feature 
Films" specialty, for a total of nine credits.  I was 
rewarded with new twists on old classics like 
Kubrick's 2001 and Godard's Vivre Sa Vie, with a 
new personal fondness for Westerns (a genre 
previously scorned), and with new insights into 
weirdo contemporaries like Greenaway and Lynch. 
Though I managed to earn A grades for my 
courses, I had to work pretty hard at it --despite 
having arrived with far more background 
knowledge than an average undergrad would 
possess--so I can vouch for the fact that film is 
not an "easy" subject at Rutgers.  
 
 In addition to taking three courses for credit, I 
sat in, non-credit, on a fourth course, "American 
Cinema," which I could not take for credit because 
of screening session conflicts.  I also took a  two-
day,  non-credit mini-course in Screenwriting;  

in many cases probably only--film class.  By 
contrast, undergraduate courses at Rutgers --
where film is only a "minor" program, mostly 
under the auspices of the English department-- 
put me into classes with students not very much 
different from those I teach.  Not only was the 
course substance there more transferable into my 
own classroom, but so were the teaching 
techniques, writing assignments, and examination 
methods which I observed.  And in the role of a 
student working for undergraduate grade credits 
myself, I was my own test-case for methods 
effectiveness. 
      
The idea of doing undergraduate coursework in a 
new discipline did not originate with me.  I must 
give credit for it to my department colleague Noel 
Robinson, who some years ago, when she first 
took over the CCM Journalism program, prepared 
herself for that by doing undergraduate work in 
the subject, as well as by working for a 
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  Independence Day.  Also important are  renewed 

humility and sensitivity to the fears of serious 
students:  I now understand with a blush what it 
feels like to get a B on a project one had thought 
merited an A.   Lastly, I am making a few changes 
based on new insights and ideas learned from 
John Belton, the Rutgers professor who won my 
profound admiration not only as a renowned 
scholar (he is the expert on Hitchcock, among 
other things) but as a wonderful role model in the 
classroom.  My students seem to enjoy Rear 
Window, which I would never have thought to 
teach but for him.  They are not, I think, so happy 
with the "segmentation" project I have modeled 
after his, but in experimenting with it, I am at 
least gaining a better grasp of their intellectual 
capacities and limitations, and offering them one 
clear method for seeking something in films 
beyond their favorite actors and car chases.   
           
 

spent a day at a Pennsylvania Bar offering which 
examined filmic treatments of trials;  and 
attended several "festival" screenings of small-
budget indies.  All in all, I enjoyed an exciting, 
enormously productive Spring 2007 term, and I 
wish that every one of my CCM colleagues might 
be given a similarly refreshing respite from our 
usual routine. Perhaps best of all, I was strongly 
encouraged to pursue publication for at least one 
paper I produced, possibly two. I think of myself 
as a scholar/writer again. It felt wonderful to have 
again, even for a short while, that time and 
energy so necessary to creativity.   
 
I think the most important thing I brought home 
to my film classroom is renewed confidence that I 
actually do know what I am doing there, and I 
have been doing my job very well, despite the 
complaints of students who believe a film class 
should provide high grades for no work and be 
devoted to masterpieces like Halloween II and 

Scholarship Received and Composition Honored 

One of Only Ten Worldwide 
by Dr. Jose Bevia, Department of Music 

Professor Bevia is a member of New York's 
prestigious BMI Jazz Composers Workshop. This 
is a seminar that meets twice a month in NYC. 
Fifteen composers from across the country get a 
full scholarship to study for three years with Jim 
McNeely and Mike Abene, two of the most 
respected personalities in the world of Jazz 
Composition.  Each year they select three pieces 
for the final performance at the Charlie Parker 
Jazz Composition Award. Professor Bevia won the 
2007 edition with his piece Irony is Needed, 
a composition for Big Band.  



 

Page 14 CTE Update

 
  Professor Bevia will be presenting this and 

recent works at the 2008 International Jazz 
Composers Symposium in Tampa, FL. The 
selection process for this conference is very 
competitive: only ten composers from all over 
the world are invited to present their music. 
Professor Bevia is very excited to represent the 
CCM Community at this prestigious event and 
he hopes to share this experience with 
the students.  
  

Freshman year is as startling a wake up call as the 
alarm clock going off on a dark, rainy Monday 
morning.  Students have to shake off their 
lethargy and greet the beginning of adulthood.  
For those students who slept through their senior 
year or who aren’t ready to be on their own, the 
community college provides them with a second 
chance.  A current freshman of mine admitted 
that “All through high school, I was a mediocre 
student.  It was a struggle for me to get good 
grades.”  However, now at CCM, he has learned a 
valuable lesson — that “hard work pays off.” 
 
“When I came to CCM, I made a promise to myself 
that I would try my hardest to get good grades.”  
His first semester, he writes, his “grade point 
average was a 4.0.  Not bad for a kid who was an 
average student in high school.” 

What Motivates Some of our Students? 

It All Begins with a 2.0 
by Dr. Maryanne Garbowsky, Department of English and Philosophy 

This story is told and retold by students in 
Freshman Composition I, a required course at all 
colleges whether two or four years.  As these 
students approach adulthood and living 
independently, they begin to face key questions.  
In their essays, they reveal their fears and 
frustrations.  “During these years especially, I feel 
everything in life gets thrown up in the air.  Most 
of the time, I have no idea what direction I’m 
going in.  College, to me, is confusing.” 
 
The community college gives these students the 
opportunity to answer these questions differently 
than they might have either in high school or in 
another college they may have attended before 
coming to CCM.  College “for the most part . . . 
begins to determine where exactly in life one 
goes.” 
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  Thus, the community college – CCM – is 

invaluable, offering students who might not be 
at the top of their high school graduating class, 
who are not ready emotionally to leave home, 
or who are not financially able to go away, the 
opportunity to pull their lives together, to 
seriously consider their values and goals in life.  
“I think to myself every day if I’m going to pass 
this semester at school . . . will I be able to 
move out . . . will I be able to provide for myself 
and eventually a family.  And then I ask the 
biggest question ‘will I be happy?’” 
 
These questions are open-ended and 
frightening to most college students.  At CCM 
those students who have not applied 
themselves academically begin to understand 
the necessity of doing so.  And when they do, 
they gain a sense of confidence and a belief in 
themselves.   
 
However, it is a process fraught with worry:  “My 
biggest worry is that I will not have the GPA to 
transfer . . . The GPA needed . . . is 2.0.  Sounds 
easy and I think I can do it, but sometimes no 
matter how hard I study, pay attention, or 
participate, I still do not deliver the way I’d like 
to . . .” Once over the hurdle of proving to 
herself that she can do it, this student will be 
able to realize her dreams more fully to 
“graduate,” to have “nice things, and . . . a little 
girl’s dream . . . to get married.” 
 
Although most adults view the college years as 
carefree and filled with fun and adventure, this 
may not be true.  According to an article in the 
Sunday Star Ledger (O’Crowley 1) today’s 
“young people” are “dealing with the pressures 
of having more life choices than did previous 
generations.  It now takes almost until the age 
of 30 to reach the milestones their parents 
achieved years earlier” (O’Crowley 14). 

At CCM, many students work thirty to forty 
hours a week.  With their earnings, they pay for 
tuition, books, car insurance, clothing and 
phone expenses.  Today’s escalating gas prices 
have made it even more imperative for students 
to work just to be able to get to their classes.  
These students know firsthand that the jobs 
they have now are not what they want to 
continue to do.  “I work 12 hours straight – as a 
waiter – and I know I don’t want to do that for 
the rest of my life.” 
 
However, these responsibilities prepare them 
for the real world and make them more serious 
about what they want to accomplish here.  
“Failing a class is not cheap, and it doesn’t look 
good on a transcript.  I want to graduate in the 
worst way,” one student concludes. 
 
Despite the negative comments one may hear 
about the community college, its mission is 
unique – to help students who need to rethink 
and re-evaluate their life goals.  These students 
clearly see that “their lives will be easier” if they 
work “harder” now.  Their hopes are practical – 
to “one day get the job I want and live a 
successful life.” 
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The current “millennial generation,” those “born 
between 1980 and 2000,” are “taking longer to 
get through school, start a career, marry and 
have children” (O’Crowley 1).  For some that 
means staying close to home.  These students 
may need more time to mature, more time to 
clearly identify goals, more monitoring of their 
progress.  The community college – given its 
size, its mission, its proximity to students’ 
homes – provides this and more.  Not all 
students are alike.  Some need more – that 
second chance.  And that can be found here at 
CCM.  “I know it sounds funny,” a freshman 
writes, “but it is so true . . . my biggest life 
worry begins with a 2.0.” 
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Travelogue 

Back to Asia 
by Dr. Roger McCoach, Department of Mathematics 
 
 
I was fortunate to tour China in 2003, Japan in 
2006 and China again in the summer of 2007.  
Each time that I visited Asia, I came back to the 
U.S. wanting to see more of it.   Several people I 
know have raved about their trips to Vietnam.  
With those recommendations and being curious 
about the beauty, people, food, and culture of 
the country, I booked a trip to the country over 
the 2007-2008 winter break.  I was also lucky 
to find a tour that visited the Angkor temple 
site in Cambodia, a spot on my “must” places to 
visit. 
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                              Cambodia 
 
The first stop on the trip was to Cambodia, 
which is taken from the French word, 
“Cambodge”.  Many baby boomers remember 
Cambodia from the Vietnam War, when the U.S. 
made secret bombing raids on Viet Cong bases 
and supply routes there.  Cambodia is an 
exceptionally poor country.  The Cambodian 
guide told us that there is essentially no middle 
class in the country.  Only about 14% of the 
people have indoor plumbing and there is a 25% 
unemployment rate.  Oil and natural gas 
reserves were discovered in 2005 in Cambodian 
waters which should have a significant effect on 
their economy in the near future. 
 
The few days that we were in Cambodia were 
spent at the Angkor temple complex, which is a 
UNESCO World Heritage Site.  Angkor was the 
ancient capital of the Khmer Empire that ruled 
in the region from the 9th to the 15th centuries 
AD.  It is one of the most well known Hindu 
religious sites in the world.  There are many 
temples at Angkor, the three most famous 
being Angkor Wat, Ta Prohm, and the Bayon 
Temple.   
 
Angkor Wat is the best known temple in the 
Angkor complex and was built to honor the god 
Vishnu.  The temple was built between 1113 
and 1150 by King Suryavarman II and is the 
world’s largest religious monument.  A picture 
of Angkor Wat is the central emblem on the 
Cambodian flag.  The temple was hidden for 
many years until the Frenchman Henri Mahout 
discovered it in 1860.  Like many people in the 
19th century, Mahout did not believe that the 
Khmers were capable of building such a 
structure, and dated it to a much later time.  In 
his notes, Mahout wrote the following about 

Angkor Wat: 
One of these temples - a rival to that of 
Solomon, and erected by some ancient 
Michelangelo - might take an honorable 
place beside our most beautiful buildings. 
It is grander than anything left to us by 

Greece or Rome ... . 
 
The temple illustrates Hindu cosmology - the 
five central towers represent Mt. Meru, the 
mythical home of the gods; the outside walls 
are mountains that enclose the world; and the 
moat represents the seven oceans that 
surround Mt. Meru.  
 
Angkor Wat is truly a spectacular sight.   The 
grounds of the temple are about one mile by 
one mile.   A moat in front of an entrance to the 
temple is almost 600 feet wide.  Large stone 
serpents on both sides flank a causeway that 
crosses the moat, the serpents representing 
fertility. There is a central tower in the temple 
that is surrounded by four tall, but smaller 
towers.  These five unmortared, sandstone 
towers look like beehives rising up to the sky.  
Three galleries have wonderful bas-relief 
carvings on the walls depicting scenes from 
mythology and King Suryavarman’s court.  The 
steps in the temple are frequently at dramatic 
angles of 45 - 70 degrees, to signify stairways 
to heaven.  There are also wonderful libraries, 
terraces, pools, and walkways throughout the 
temple. 
 
King Jayavarman VII had the Buddhist temple, 
Ta Prohm, built in the late 12th century in honor 
of his mother.  Ta Prohm was neglected after 
the fall of the Khmer empire in the 15th century. 
When restoration of the Angkor temples began 
in the early 20th century, it was decided that Ta 
Prohm would be left essentially the way it had 
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  been found in the 19th century.  Most of the 

brush has been cleared away and some walls, 
roofs, and courtyards have been repaired to 
stop further deterioration, but the site is very 
close to what it looked like when it was 
discovered. 
 
Ta Prohm is an example of what can happen 
when a jungle is allowed to run rampant over an 
architectural structure.  Giant silk-cotton and 
tropical fig trees are literally growing out of and 
around the stone temple.  The roots and limbs 
of trees wind in a serpentine like fashion on the 
walls and roofs.  The Angkor scholar Maurice 
Glaize wrote, “On every side, in fantastic over-
scale, the trunks of the silk-cotton trees soar 
skywards under a shadowy green canopy, their 
long spreading skirts trailing the ground and 
their endless roots coiling more like reptiles 
than plants”.  One can hear noisy parrots in the 
trees on a walk through the grounds.  Large 
piles of stone that were once parts of buildings 
are seen throughout the site. 

 
Some of the statistics on Ta Prohm are 
impressive.  There were 12,640 people on the 
temple grounds at one time, including 18 high 
priests.  Originally there were 260 statues of 
divinity, 39 pinnacled towers and 566 stone 
dwellings which included 39 sanctuaries.  There 
were five tons of gold plates, 512 silk beds, and 
523 parasols there.  A staggering number of 
villages, 3,140, provided services to the temple. 
Unlike Angkor Wat, Ta Prohm was not built with 
multiple levels, having three concentric 
rectangular galleries on the ground level. 
 
The Bayon Temple was one of the last temples 
built at Angkor and was the only one built 
primarily as a Buddhist temple.  King 
Jayavarman VII had the temple built over several 
decades in the late 12th and early 13th centuries. 
The temple is about a mile from Angkor Wat 
and has two rectangular levels, with a third 
circular level at the top. 
 
The Bayon Temple is best known for the same 
sculptured face that is on its 54 stone towers.  
There are 216 of these smiling faces on the 
towers, believed to be that of Avalokiteshvara 
(the Lord who looks down on the world), or 
possibly King Jayavarman VII, himself.  The 
towers were originally covered with gold until 
stripped later by conquerors. 
 
There are over 11,000 carved figures on the 1.2 
km of walls in the temple.  These pictures 
depict every day life in Cambodia in the 12th 
century such as festivals, marketplaces, and 
even cockfights.  It was interesting to walk in 
the maze of walkways and galleries, which 
always kept one a bit confused as to just where 
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 one was headed. 
                              Vietnam 
                                                                         
Vietnam is about 2/3 the size of California, but 
Vietnam has a population of about 88 million 
people compared to California’s 38 million.  It is
a very young country with about 60% of the 
people having been born after the Vietnam War 
ended in 1975.  There is very little, if any, 
animosity towards Americans - apparently the 
feeling is that what has happened is in the past, 
and we all need to move on.  Some capitalism 
was allowed to emerge in the south of Vietnam 
in the 1980’s, and has now spread throughout 
most of the country.  The government and the 
media are still controlled by the Communist 
party. 
  
One of the things that everyone carries away 
from Vietnam is the life on the streets that is 
observed.  Probably number one on that list is 
the chaotic motorbike traffic that one 
experiences in the cities.  Ho Chi Minh City 
(formerly Saigon) has a population of 7 million 
people and has 4.3 million motorbikes.  These 
motorbikes dangerously weave in and out of 

traffic, cutting each other off - but amazingly, I 
never saw anything remotely close to road rage. 
Stopped at a traffic light (and there aren’t many 
of those), one can see up to a hundred 
motorbikes waiting for the light to change.  
Crossing the street can be a true “Survivor” 
episode.  The “strategy” (don’t laugh) is to walk 
slowly and at a steady gait, and the literally 
dozens of  motorbikes bearing down on you will 
hopefully miss you.  Our guide told us that one 
time a tourist was so afraid that she paid a local 
person a dollar to get her across a street ! 
 
There are very few cars or trucks in Vietnam, so 
almost everything is transported by motorbikes 
or bicycles.  It was comical to see anything and 
everything strapped and piled high onto those 
vehicles - pigs, ducks, racks of clothes, piles of 
wood, plants, flowers, food, and boxes.  Being 
somewhat adventurous, I took a 15 minute ride 
on the back of a motorbike through Hanoi … at 
any corner one can solicit someone who will 
give you a ride for a few dollars.  I saw a barber 
and a dentist practicing their crafts on the 
sidewalks while my driver maneuvered through 
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the traffic. 
One of the highlights of visiting Vietnam was a 
visit to the Cu Chi tunnels.  This labyrinth of 
underground tunnels beneath the jungle canopy 
was constructed during the Vietnam War (called 
the “American War” by the Vietnamese) and 
allowed the Viet Cong to infiltrate American 
positions.  The VC built an astounding 125 
miles of tunnels on three levels.  Almost all of 
these extremely narrow tunnels have been 
intentionally destroyed, but a section has been 
kept intact for tourists.  We were able to go 
through this section which is on the second 
level below the ground.  Upon entering the 
tunnels it was obvious that their construction 
kept in mind that the average VC soldier was 
5'4" and 110 pounds.  One of the tourists got 
temporarily stuck in the tunnel!  How the VC 
could live in such austere conditions is truly 
amazing.  We saw an underground meeting 
room, hospital room, kitchen, and dining room 
that were used in the war. 
 
Entrances to the tunnels were camouflaged and 
we saw small holes emerging from boulders on 
the ground.  The holes ran down through the 
boulders and ground to the tunnels, supplying 
air to the VC.  A demonstration was given on 
how the Vietnamese disarmed American bombs 
that did not explode, and we saw about a dozen 
different exhibits of camouflaged devices that 
the VC used to kill GI’s.  One of them was a 
chair that literally folded up when sat on, with 
spikes piercing the unlucky GI.  We also saw the 
well-publicized bamboo bungee sticks that 
were hidden beneath trap doors.  At a firing 
range on the grounds, I was able to fire a 

Russian AK-47 rifle ($1.30/round!). 
 
Besides rice and fish, the food staple is “pho”, 
pronounced “phur”.  This soup is available 
everywhere and typically contains bean sprouts, 
basil, scallions, meat (usually pork), and rice 
noodles in a delicious broth.  Spring rolls were 
served at every lunch and dinner.  The 
Vietnamese spring rolls are smaller in length 
and diameter from the ones we get in the states 
... and better tasting.   
 
I was able to taste what is known as “weasel 
coffee”.  A civet cat eats the coffee berries, then 
either regurgitates or passes them back out in 
its excrement.  Apparently, the enzymes in the 
stomach break down the proteins that give 
coffee its bitter taste, resulting in a very 
smooth, chocolate taste.  It is usually served as 
an espresso with a splash of condensed milk. 
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  This coffee can be found in other Asian 

countries as well, and is the most expensive 
coffee in the world, costing up to hundreds of 
dollars a pound in the United States and Japan.  
Synthetically manufactured versions of the 
coffee are now produced at a much lower cost. 
 
A very interesting event that we saw in Hanoi 
was a Water Puppet show.  These very unique 
puppets perform, yes, on water.  Water 
puppetry is actually about 1000 years old, 
originating in rural northern Vietnam.  It is 
believed that it came about as a means of 
satisfying spirits.  The puppets are wooden and 
coated with waterproof lacquer.  
 
The stage in the small theater is the surface of a 
waist deep pool of dark green colored water, 
about 14 feet by 14 feet.  There is a small 
orchestra in a “pit” off to the side and above the 
stage.  Behind the stage is a green curtain, and 
above the curtain is a temple facade.  It is 
behind this curtain that about 7 puppeteers 
stand in the pool of water in rubber boots and 
manipulate the puppets.  The puppets can 

emerge from behind or off to the side of the 
curtain - they stand upright, attached to and 
perpendicular to long, bamboo rods.  The 
puppeteers hold the bamboo rods slightly 
under and parallel to the water surface.  The 
puppeteers move the puppets left and right and 
forward and backward, and there is a string 
mechanism hidden beneath the water surface, 
as well. 
 
The skits involved tales of Vietnam folklore - 
dances, boat races, fishing scenes, farm life, 
festivals, and dragons.  They were often quite 
funny and even involved fireworks at times.  
These water puppet shows are still prevalent 
today in the countryside, with ponds, lakes, and 
rice paddy surfaces serving as the stages. 
 
A trip was made to Halong Bay in the northeast 
part of the country.  Halong Bay is in the Gulf of 
Tonkin and is a UNESCO World Heritage Site.  It 
is considered by many to be one of the current 
natural wonders of the world.  The Bay has 
close to 2,000 limestone islands and islets, 
virtually all of them uninhabited.  Ha long 
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  translates to “descending dragon” in 

Vietnamese.  Legend has it that when the 
Vietnamese were fighting the Chinese, gods 
sent dragons down to fight the enemy.  The 
dragons spit out jewels and jade, which turned 
into islands when they hit the water.  These 
islands linked together to form a fortress that 

helped save the people. 
You can get somewhat of an eerie feeling as 
you pass by the small, monolithic islands that 
rise like pillars out of the sea.  These islands, 
most of which have some vegetation on them, 
exhibit a haunting beauty as the boat peacefully 
glides by them.  The beauty of the bay is 
enhanced by its biological importance.  There 
are two ecosystems in Halong Bay, 200 species 
of fish, and 450 different types of mollusks. 
 
Several of the islands are literally hollow, with 
stunning caves inside of them.  I was able to go 
inside what is known as the “Wooden Stakes 
Cave” (wooden stakes were stored there when 
the Vietnamese fought the Mongols in 1288).  
This cave has three chambers, the vast outer 
chamber being able to hold 3-4 thousand 
people and is over 100 feet in height.  It has 

 

magnificent and very colorful stalagmites and 
stalactites, up to 60 feet in length.  We had to 
hike 90 steps up from the water level to get to 
the cave entrance. 
 
There are many other memories of the trip that 
linger.  I remember a little girl with a long and 
rather thick snake that was draped around her 
neck and shoulders.  She would occasionally 
throw it down and then pick it up ... kind of the 
equivalent of one of our children pulling a dog’s 
tail!  I saw a farmer plowing a rice paddy with a 
water buffalo, walking barefoot in the water 
behind the animal, just as it has been done for 
centuries.  The money conversion was quite 
interesting ... 16,000 Vietnamese dongs = 1 
U.S. dollar.  Several elderly women were seen 
with black-stained teeth.  That generation of 
people believed that black teeth made a woman 
look beautiful - in fact, years ago a man would 

not marry a woman unless he saw her smile! 
 
I will always remember the din caused by 35 
screaming and laughing kindergarten students 
... they were so happy to see us.  We had dinner 
one night at the Rex Hotel in Saigon (almost no 
one calls it Ho Chi Minh City, including the local 
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  people).  The Rex was a popular establishment 

for American soldiers and correspondents 
during the war.  At a cooking class, a restaurant 
owner showed how he could tell how fresh a 
fish in the market was by poking its eyes.  
There were still holes in the wall due to machine 
guns that were fired at The Citadel in Hue, a 
result of the fighting during the Tet offensive in 
1968.  Bomb craters caused by the bombs from 
American B-52 airplanes were seen at the Cu 
Chi tunnels. 
 
The extreme poverty in the country was always 
lurking close by.  One time a young boy ran up 
to me and started cleaning my running shoes 
with a toothbrush.  The guide said that 80% of 
Vietnamese culture comes from China, which 
could readily seen in the name of one of their 
beers, “333" (ba ba ba).  The Chinese are 
attracted to odd numbers, in general, and the 
number 9, in particular.  The sight of snake and 
dog meat for sale in the market was a real eye-
opener.  In Tonle Sap Lake in Cambodia, I saw 
small children sitting cross-legged in 3’ 
diameter metal tubs.  They swirled and paddled 
around with great agility.  I visited the Ho Chi 
Minh Mausoleum in Hanoi (in his will he actually 
requested to be cremated).  It was an extremely 
somber scene as we walked by the former 
leader (with our hands at our sides, as 
instructed!). 
 
The scene of Vietnamese eating their pho on 
the sidewalks while squatting and wearing their 
coolie hats was a common occurrence.  I saw 
people my age without an arm or a leg ... there 
were over one million Vietnamese military and 
civilian fatalities in the war.  In Hoi An, Vietnam, 
dozens of women were seen transporting fruits 
and vegetables with a “don ganh”.  This familiar 
device is a bamboo stick carried on a shoulder, 
with a basket hanging from each end.  The 

baskets would occasionally bounce up and 
down as the person walked, and sometimes you 
would see someone carrying two don ganhs, 
one on each shoulder.  It was quite common to 
see motorbike riders in the cities wearing 
masks over their mouths and noses due to the 
fumes on the roads. 
 
I saw four people riding on the same motorbike 
- our guide said that she has seen five.  We 
briefly stopped at China Beach, a common 
locale for GI’s on R and R during the war.  There 
is no underground wiring in the cities, so the 
above ground wiring in the streets is excessive 
and ugly, with a rather Rube Goldberg flavor to 
it.  Vietnamese fishermen on their wooden ghe 
nangs (small Vietnamese fishing boats) still fish 
by dropping a 15’ x 15’ fine mesh net below the 
water level from the top of a short boom that is 
tilted off the ship from the deck.  The net is 
then hoisted back up from the water with fish.  
Floating “villages” (many ghe nangs grouped 
together in the water) were seen on the trip.  
The guide said that it is possible that there were 
people in these villages whose feet would never 
touch land in there entire lives. 
 
The trip ended with a farewell dinner and the 
flights home.  An 11 hour layover in the 
Incheon airport in Seoul, South Korea, due to 
snow made for an exceptionally long day, but it 
did not dampen the great experiences and 
memories of this very interesting, fun, and 
educational trip - highly recommended!! 
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