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The Newsletter of the  
Center for Teaching Excellence 

CTE UPDATE 

Welcome to issue four of the Spring 2008 Update, 
the Newsletter of the CCM Center for Teaching 
Excellence. This issue will focus on the 
accomplishments and activities of the four 
divisions.  The staff of the Center for Teaching 
Excellence hopes that you enjoy this issue. We 
wish everyone a safe, pleasant and relaxing 
summer.  
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CTE Spreads Its Wings 
 

The dramatic changes in the teaching/learning culture that have been developing during the last couple of 
years have had a significant impact on the responsibilities shouldered by the Center for Teaching Excellence 
(which includes the Teaching/Learning Technology Center functions) as well as the day-to-day activities that 
take place in CTE.  Therefore, I very much welcome the expanded staff now in place -- not enough of course, 
but a very good start!  We have even given everyone a title!  In addition to Dr. Rita Alisauskas, our long-time, 
invaluable faculty technologist, we now have our much beloved former TLTC student aide, Deon Koekemoer, 
as our part-time (10 hours/week) instructional technologist, and Professor Louise Olshan currently serving (10 
hours/week) as our teaching and learning program faculty coordinator.  This year’s CTE Updates are an 
example of her excellent handiwork.  Please read on to discover what the CTE team has undertaken this past 
academic year. 
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ON CAMPUS  
Workshops and Courses  -- A wide range of learning opportunities were offered this semester - some 
focused on technology, others non-technical in nature, and still others which were department-focused.  

• Hands-on technology  workshops included:  all components of MS Office 2007, web conferencing, 
podcasting, Blackboard tips, Inspiration (outliner/mapper), technologies of today's students, Google 
tools, Jing (instant capture); student response keypads (clickers), Firefox, and basic computer file 
management. In addition, the Hybrid Course on Teaching Hybrid Courses incorporates both online 
and face-to-face components over the course of several weeks. 

•  Non-tech workshops revolved around:  empowerment, good practices in higher education 
(student-faculty interaction, student-student interaction, active learning), stress 
management/yoga, and academic integrity. 

• Department-focused workshops have been planned for the Languages/ESL Department (Using 
Blackboard as a Supplement and for Assessments) and the Mathematics Department (Understanding 
the Student with Learning Disabilities in the Mathematics Classroom).  The later will also be adapted 
for the NJ SSI/Mathematics Science Initiative 2008 Conference Many Roads to Success: 
Differentiating Instruction for Special Needs Students. 

• Summer Institutes (afternoon and evening to fit any scheduling needs) will encourage a broader 
scope of projects, not just focused on technology.  Faculty participants are free to work in any 
direction that will reflect the theme:  maximizing student learning. 

Lunch and Teatime Discussions – Facilitating cross-disciplinary discussion is a major goal of CTE.  This 
year, varied topics were explored:  historical views and current resources on diversity; dealing with 
troubled students; facts and fiction on global warming; reflections from our retirees; seasoned and newer 
faculty interchange (two sessions with topics including effective classroom techniques and 
teaching/learning styles). 
 
Presentations On Campus – CTE arranged for two speakers to come to campus this year.  Representatives 
from the Princeton Mid-Career Fellowship program inspired significantly increased interest in this great 
opportunity to take courses at Princeton University tuition-free and participate in a seminar with peers 
from other NJ community colleges.  May Professional Days will bring a speaker on a very important and 
often confusing topic – Copyright.  Dr. Allen Debren, Director of Instructional Technology Development, 
FDU, will be our presenter.  Dr. Debren will use “clickers” to engage the audience and add some fun to a 
serious topic.   
 
Introducing the college community to the significant changes introduced in Word 2007 (as we move to 
Office 2007 as the college’s standard in fall) will be part of May Professional Days –both through 
demonstration and hands-on opportunities.  Demonstration of other new technologies will be offered as 
well. 
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New Directions – In an attempt to broaden the base and bring in more ideas, three new groups have been 
formed under the CTE umbrella.  An advisory group representing different segments of the CTE audience 
will add valuable lines of communication into and out of CTE.  Also, a teams approach was initiated (tech 
team and academic transformations team) so that small groups of faculty with interest in exploring new 
approaches could brainstorm and support each other.   
 
CTE has played an active role in establishing technology-enhanced classrooms (TEC) on campus.  B-225 
has been actively used for both day and evening classes.  Additional TEC rooms are anticipated to offer the 
opportunity to more faculty to enhance student learning through the use of technology that is so easy to 
use that it is transparent to the teaching process.  Stay tuned for news of the next round. 
 
CTE Update – With Professor Olshan taking over as editor of the CTE Update, she expanded content to the 
point where it made sense to divide it into four topic-focused editions: technology, support services, 
faculty, divisions.  Feedback has been very positive. 
 
If you missed any of this when it happened, and want to be informed in the future, check your CCM e-mail 
as well as the CTE website (http://www.ccm.edu/intranet/tltc) to stay up-to-date. 
 
OFF CAMPUS 
Congratulations to Professor Pat Bernson, Business Department, on being accepted to the Princeton Mid-
Career Fellowship Program. 
 
Spreading the word about what we are doing at CCM was accomplished this year as presentations were 
scheduled for Blackboard World (Boston), E-Learning 2.0 (Philadelphia), Best Practices Faculty Showcase  
and NJEdge Educational Activities Task Force meeting (NJ).   
 
Networking with schools throughout the state and region is an ongoing pursuit through attendance at 
state-wide NJEdge meetings of the Educational Activities Task Force, the Distance Learning Academic 
Advisory Board, and the Collaborative Faculty Development Initiative.  Participation in the Blackboard AP2 
weekly online office hour, the Northeast WebCT Users Group and the New Jersey Virtual Community 
College Consortium provide helpful connections as well. 
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by Dean Patrick Enright 
 

The Division of Business, Mathematics, Engineering and 
Technologies 

The Business, Mathematics, Engineering and 
Technologies Division’s 2007-2008 academic year
was filled with individual and department 
creativity. Division Department Chairpersons 
Venny Fuentes, Joan Monaghan, Bonnie Murphy 
and Alexis Thurman provided their leadership to 
the accomplishment of department strategic 
plans.  Since the last update in the fall many 
initiatives have moved forward. 
 
The Business Department reports 16 recipients of 
the new Career Certificate in Finance at the 
conclusion of the fall semester and we anticipate 
an equal number at the conclusion of this spring 
semester; a very positive outcome for the program 
introduced in January of 2007.  In the spirit of 
continuous assessment, Professor Patricia Bernson 
has been leading an effort to assess and improve 
on the delivery of business classes in the CCM 
Direct model at Headquarters Plaza.  Information 
was gathered from a survey of students who have 
participated in CCM Direct business classes. 
Professor Bernson and Professor Thurman have 
already put in place changes based on student 
responses and are charting out future changes to 
meet student needs.  This is a multi-year initiative 
and we hope to include progress reports in future 
updates.  Meanwhile, faculty members Scott 
Williams, Karen Wisniewski and Susan Miller 
formed a planning group for another Career 
Certificate, this one in Small Business 
Management.  We expect to hear much more on 
this as the planning moves forward to the 
curriculum approval process. Drs. Robert Edwards 
and Calvin Hoy with the assistance of the McGraw 
Hill Publishing company sponsored the guest 
appearance of Mr. Bradley Schiller, noted 

economist from American University.  Mr. 
Schiller spoke to business faculty and students on 
the topic of Global Poverty.   Professors Mark 
Cosgrove and Ed Pomianoski developed a video 
promotion for the Hospitality Management 
Program and the Restaurant and Culinary 
Management Option.  The video was CCM's 
first broadcasting attempt on YouTube. It was also 
shown to the high school counselors attending the 
annual luncheon in April and to the Middle States 
team at the dinner welcoming them to CCM on 
Sunday, April 13th.  Food service for both events 
was provided by the students in the Hospitality 
Management Program as part of the curriculum 
and they received positive reviews.  The Business 
Department contributed to the success of the 
Winterim term generating 400 student credit 
hours with online offerings.  As with all divisional 
departments, the Business Department is active in 
community outreach.  Professor Kimberly Smith 
coordinated lunch meetings with representatives 
of Centenary College and St. Elizabeth’s College.  
Both institutions signed strong articulations with 
CCM’s Business Administration degree last year 
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  tools, commonly known as CNCs.  Student designs 

are now able to go from the CAD design software 
to reality in one step.  Lab Coordinator Ian 
Colquhoun has already completed the complex 
installation and the machines are busy churning 
out student projects.      
 
Once again the department's 1903 Olds replica 
was part of Morristown's parade to honor St. 
Patrick.  Professor Nial McCabe was at the wheel 
and he was accompanied by his daughter and 
granddaughter.  The department was also very 
busy supporting Mount Olive High School's FIRST 
robotics team (MORT).  This is the tenth year that 
CCM has been involved in the project.  Professor 
McCabe and several of our Mechanical Engineering 
Technology students, who are alumni of Mount 
Olive and MORT, were heavily involved in the six 
week build up to the completed robot.  The team 
from Mount Olive did very well in several regional 
competitions and at the national competition held 
in Atlanta, Georgia.   
 
The Information Technologies Department 
implemented recommendations of the program’s 
six-year review and is in the process of updating 
program option and certificate names.  The 
department also led the effort on a course in 
Geospatial Technologies – a joint effort with the 
Engineering Department.  The Information Security 
Certificate curriculum, under the direction of 
Professor Patricia Tamburelli, was awarded re-
certification by the National Security Agency.  
Using college and Carl Perkins funding, the 
department upgraded two computer labs and the 
software associated with the Digital Media 
Technology degree. The department continued its 
community outreach with a successful Family 
Information Night at which students and their 
parents/guardians attended a presentation about 
the department and its programs.   Professors 
Murphy and Binowski pursued articulation with 
Bloomfield College in a meeting held during 

and the meetings provided the opportunity to 
review the year-old agreements and examine 
possibilities for future partnerships.  The annual 
student competitions of the business career 
organization, DECA, were hosted by CCM in 
January and Professor Larry Petersen provided 
coordination with event organizers.  Professor 
Alexis Thurman and Hospitality Lab Coordinator 
Alicia Harris coordinated and led the activities for 
the winter gathering of the Summer Academy for 
Young Scholars.  The event for high school 
students, this year primarily from Dover High 
School, was funded by Alcoa and Bank of America 
and received some prominent newspaper 
coverage. 
 
The Engineering Department has been busy 
receiving equipment funded with Carl Perkins and 
college sources to upgrade and expand the 
capability of the networking lab in D117.  The 
room will host the telecommunications, 
networking and security aspects of both the 
engineering and information technology 
programs.  Equipment includes the latest in Cisco 
networking and Voice over IP equipment as well as 
software for the Information Security Certificate 
offered in the Information Technologies 
Department.   Lab coordinator Concetta Cantelmo 
has invested many hours seeing that the lab will 
be ready to serve the needs of our students.  The 
Mechanical Engineering Technology program 
received two new computer controlled machine 
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campus.  The department as a whole invested 
many meeting hours in curriculum revision.    
Funding was obtained to create a mathematics 
computer classroom.  Professors Olshan, Sabella 
and Sarmiento formed the planning group to 
investigate and design this facility.  The computer 
classroom will be in C106 and the department is 
on track for the computer-enhanced classroom to 
be available during the summer semester.  We 
anticipate many exciting curriculum developments 
as a result of easy access to the computing.  One 
course has already been created to make use of 
the classroom, titled Probability and Statistics, 
which will incorporate a computer lab component. 

spring break; they have also submitted a draft 
agreement to St. Elizabeth's for their 
consideration.   Professor Murphy, through 
connections with the statewide Community 
College Computing Consortium (4 Cs), positioned 
the Information Technology Department to be the 
host for the first organizational meeting for a New 
Jersey Chapter of the Computer Science Teachers 
Association (CSTA).  CSTA is an organization for 
K-12 computer educators through which it is 
hoped that developing connections with high 
school educators will enhance recruitment efforts. 
Professor Murphy made arrangements for teachers 
to receive continuing education credit and turnout 
was strong; teachers from as far away as Toms 
River were in attendance.  The spring meeting of 
the 4Cs was held at Ocean County Community 
College with Professor Nancy Binowski serving in 
the role of President.  Professors Carole Holden, 
Bonnie Murphy, and Neil Blum were also in 
attendance at this year-end organizational 
meeting.  Professor Murphy was voted in as 
corresponding secretary of the organization and 
Professor Binowski will continue on the executive 
board as immediate past president. 
 
The Mathematics Department implemented the 
new statewide Accuplacer and SAT scores for 
placement in college-level mathematics classes.  
Although these new placement scores go into 
effect with the fall 2008 semester, this academic 
year was devoted to developing new curriculum 
consistent with the new placement cutoffs and 
communicating the changes to all college 
departments.  Curriculum development included a 
new course in Intermediate Algebra and 
adjustments to existing courses above and below 
this in the sequence to reflect this new addition.  
Professors Monaghan, Sabella and Gebhardt 
played central roles in preparing advising 
materials and meeting with groups across 

 
Professional development was an integral 
department activity throughout the year, as it has 
been in the past.  In addition to departmental 
representation at the annual meeting of the 
American Mathematical Association of Two-Year 
Colleges in the fall, Professor Jeff Jones serves as 
President of the New Jersey section of the 
American Mathematical Association of Two-Year 
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Dr. David Nast reports a final number of 531 students 
enrolled in CASE’s Horizon Program and interest in the 
program for next academic year is running 10% higher 
than experienced last year at this time.  Dr. Nast 
contributed to outreach to the community with 10 high 
school visits this year and by hosting group visits to 
CCM from eight high schools.  
 
Finally, we congratulate Professor Joseph Vallely and 
Professor Carole Holden on their many years of service 
to CCM and we wish them well in their retirement. 
 

Colleges and led the section meeting held on 
April 26th, attended by mathematics faculty Jeff 
Jones, Louise Olshan, Betty Polen and Joe 
Wargo. Professors Jeff Jones, Louise Olshan and 
Jorge Sarmiento attended the annual 
International Conference on Technology in 
College Mathematics in March and in the same 
month Dean Patrick Enright and Professor Joan 
Monaghan attended the annual meeting of the 
National Association for Developmental 
Education held in Boston.   Professor Betty 
Polen coordinated the 17th meeting of the 
Morris Area Math Alliance held at CCM on April 
30th.   
 
Planetarium Astronomer Chris Fenwick 
continues to work magic on our aging 
planetarium and, along with Professor Robert 
Gebhardt, implemented a creative solution 
when a critical part failed.  Their ingenuity lit 
the northern hemisphere.  A recent trip to 
Ocean County Community College resulted in 
acquiring a part to restore the display of the 
southern hemisphere sky.  The trials of our 40 
year-old unit have been featured in the Star-
Ledger and Daily Record where Chris has 
spoken eloquently about our Planetarium 
facility. 
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by Acting Dean Joan Cunningham 

The HNS Division continues with its focus on 
teaching and learning excellence.  Faculty and 
staff have participated in a variety of 
professional development activities and 
programs for the continued enrichment and 
development of the Division.   
 

Allied Health 
 
Program Coordinator Dianne Adams 
continues to promote the Respiratory Therapy 
program through the presentation of career 
seminars both within and outside the College 
community.  A Career in Respiratory Therapy 
seminar provided participants with 
information on the vital role of respiratory 
therapists on the healthcare team in the 
home, physician’s office, and hospital.  The 
program’s educational requirements, job 
market, licensing requirements, and 
professional organizations were reviewed. 
 
During Career Week Professor Adams invited 
guest speakers to present information to the 
college community about career options in 
respiratory care.  LeeAnn Gutleber from Saint 
Clare's Hospital spoke about the role of 
Respiratory Therapy in Smoking Cessation 
Programs and Stephen Tarnoczy from 
SleepTech, LLC, spoke about 
Polysomnography careers for respiratory 
therapists. 

Respiratory Therapy Program Coordinator Dianne 
Adams was elected Vice President of the Board of 
Directors of the New Jersey Society for Respiratory 
Care for a one-year term. 
 
Professor Dianne Adams represented the New 
Jersey Society for Respiratory Care at the American 
Lung Association Women’s Lung Health and 
Wellness Conference in Park Ridge, New Jersey.  
Information about lung disease among women and 
the respiratory care profession was distributed to 
attendees.   Professor Adams attended the Experts 
and Educators Career Fair at Saint Barnabas 
Medical Center and met with students about 
careers in respiratory care. 
 
Professor Dianne Adams attended the New Jersey 
Society for Respiratory Care (NJSRC) Annual Shore 
Conference held in Atlantic City.  This year’s 
conference included presentations on current 
issues involving delivery of care as well as topics 
such as risks to patients and providers in the ICU, 
use of automated protocols, and medical 
negligence.  Students were presented with “Student 
Excellence Awards” at the Awards luncheon.  This 
year’s recipient from the Northwest New Jersey 
Consortium for Respiratory Care was Lisa Boylan, 
an August 2007 graduate.  Six current students 
attended the conference.   
 
All twelve Respiratory Therapy Class of 2007 
graduates took their National Board for Respiratory 
Care (NBRC) examination and have earned the 
credential of Certified Respiratory Therapist (CRT). 
This represents a 100% pass rate for this class, 
which is above the national pass rate of 79.66%.  
Three of these graduates were awarded 
scholarships through the Professional Development 
Program at Morristown Memorial Hospital and 

The Division of Health and Natural Sciences 
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Committee on Accreditation for 
Polysomnographic Technology (CoA-PSG) 
accreditation as a response to the changing 
market, demographics, and community 
expectations.   
 
The Radiography Program proudly announced its 
national board results from the American 
Registry of Radiologic Technologists for the 
Class of 2007.  Forty-three graduates took the 
exam.  The percent of graduates passing the test 
on the first attempt was 91 percent.  The mean 
test score for the class was 85.   
 
Chairperson Denise Vill’Neuve and Professor 
Marian Maloney accompanied the senior 
radiography students to the New Jersey Society 
of Radiologic Technologists (NJSRT) Annual 
Conference in Atlantic City, New Jersey. 
 
Chairperson Vill’Neuve and Professor Sueanne 
Verna attended the Annual Association of 
Educators in Radiologic Technology (AERT) 
Conference in Owego, New York.  The conference 
focused on communications in radiologic 
technology, digital imaging, and advanced image 
acquisition. 
 
Once again the Department of Radiography 
students sold the most raffle tickets for the 21st 
Annual Scholarship Gala and will receive a pizza 
party for a well-earned victory and support for 
the college.   

began employment there.  All of the graduates 
have secured employment at Morristown Memorial 
Hospital, Saint Clare’s Health System, or Saint 
Barnabas Hospital.  In addition, three of the 
graduates took and passed their advanced 
credentialing exams and are now registered 
respiratory therapists (RRT). 
 
Respiratory Therapy Program Coordinator Dianne 
Adams and Clinical Coordinator Lisa Shultis 
attended a day-long in-service at the Maquet 
Education Facility in Bound Brook, New Jersey, on 
the Servo-I Ventilator, the newest critical care 
ventilator available from Maquet.  The in-service 
included ventilator set-up, control panel features, 
available options, and ventilator graphics.  
 
The New Jersey Society for Respiratory Care 
(NJSRC) Spring Lecture Series was held in 
Princeton, New Jersey.  Respiratory Therapy faculty 
and eighteen students attended.  Topics included 
the diagnosis and treatment of pulmonary 
hypertension, high-flow therapy, learning styles 
and effective communication, and the impedance 
threshold device. 
 
The Committee on Accreditation for Respiratory 
Care (CoARC) has reviewed the results of the 
outcomes assessments for the Respiratory 
Therapy Program for 2007 designated in the 
Commission on Accreditation of Allied Health 
Education Programs (CAAHEP) Standards and 
Guidelines for the Profession of Respiratory Care 
(IV.B).  The Committee was pleased to 
acknowledge that the program met or exceeded 
the thresholds for those outcomes assessments.  
The Program Coordinator, the Clinical 
Coordinator, the didactic, laboratory, and clinical 
faculty as well as the administration were 
commended for the quality of the program as 
evidenced by this performance.   
 
With the assistance of SleepTech, LLC, Professor 
Adams continues to make progress on adding a 
certificate program in Polysomnography to the 
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Biology/Chemistry 
 
The American Chemical Society through its 
Chemical Technology Program Approval Service 
has approved re-accreditation of the Chemical 
Technology and the Environmental Science 
Programs from 2007 to 2012.  The Committee 
was particularly impressed with the formal 
assessment of skills in the capstone courses and 
the use of data to make changes in the courses 
and curriculum.  The gap analysis using industry 
standards was also cited showing very few 
differences between evaluations of skills between 
industry, faculty and students.  The use of internet 
(Blackboard) support for courses and the use of 
the supplemental book, Chemistry is Not a 
Spectator Sport, were also highlighted.  Some of 
these practices will be incorporated into a national 
listing of effective practices. 
 
Professor Bill Hunter has completed and defended 
his doctoral dissertation at Drew University and 
will “graduate” in May. 
 
Dr. James B. Crabbe was a presenter at the Ninth 
Annual Faculty Best Practices Showcase:  
Integrating Technology into Teaching and 
Learning at the Fairleigh Dickinson University 
Rothman Center.  Dr. Crabbe’s presentation was 
entitled, To Dissect or Not to Dissect?  Forty 
proposals were submitted for consideration to the 

Showcase.  A committee of faculty and academic 
professionals accepted just over half for 
presentation.  Consideration was given to 
academic discipline, technology, and educational 
methodologies.  Dr. Crabbe reviewed two studies.  
This first study asked, does the process of cat 
dissection enhance understanding of muscle and 
nerve tissue in the human compared to those 
using ADAM® software?  The main hypothesis was 
that a group of dissectors (n=17) would not show 
higher scores in subsequent exam questions 
compared to the ADAM group (n=17). After 
covarying for ability, the main hypothesis was 
partially supported.  Dissectors showed equal 
scores to ADAM users on muscle questions 
(p=.53), and dissectors scored less well compared 
to ADAM users (p=.005) on nerve questions.  In 
the second study it was shown that dissectors 
(n=14) were better at identifying features on a cat 
prosection (p=.01), but that ADAM users (n=19) 
were better at identifying features on a cat 
diagram (p=.03).  In feature identification on 
human models and diagrams, there were no 
differences between the groups.  Dr. Crabbe 
concluded that dissection is a necessary study 
tool but that computer programs such as ADAM® 
can significantly enhance the understanding of 
anatomy.  
 
Professor Helen Mastrobuoni and Dr. Peter Pappas 
attended the 40th Annual Fall MACUB 
(Metropolitan Area Community College and 
University Biologists) Conference held at St. John's 
University.  The conference theme was "The 
Transformers: Advances in Cancer and Stem Cell 
Research".  The keynote addresses featured Dr. 
Paul Fisher from Columbia-Presbyterian Medical 
Center who delivered "Differentiation Therapy of 
Cancer: From Bench to Bedside" and Dr. Sam 
Rhine, founder of the Genetic Education Center, 
who presented "Advances in Pluripotent Stem Cell 
Research".  A variety of poster presentations were 



 

Page 11CTE Update 

 
  

exhibited by students and included topics such as 
calcium modulation, the effect of salts on insect 
development, the coastal ecosystem, the impact 
of protein kinase on metabolic pathways, and 
brain catalase and the effects of alcohol on 
adolescents and adults. 
 
The 2-Year College Chemistry Conference of the 
American Chemical Society held the Mid-Atlantic 
Regional Meeting at Bergen Community College.  
Professors Ildy Boer, Janet Johannessen, Sharon 
Kapica and Heather Yaros-Ramos attended the 
workshops, presentations, and equipment 
demonstrations.  Dr. Yaros-Ramos attended a 
workshop on POGIL—Process Oriented Guided 
Inquiry Learning, a National Science Foundation 
funded project, which the others had completed 
the previous year.   
 
Drs. James B. Crabbe, Bruce Kahn, and David 
Leibowitz of the Department of Biology traveled to 
South Street Seaport to view “BODIES...The 
Exhibition” together with forty-seven students and 
faculty.  Dr. Rita Alisauskas of the Department of 
Biology and Professor Denise Vill’Neuve, 
Chairperson of the Department of Allied Health, 
also took a group of sixty students to the exhibit.  
The exhibit features actual human specimens and 
allows people of all ages access to sights and 
knowledge normally reserved only for medical 
professionals.  
 
Professor Richard Maloof of the Biology/Chemistry 
Department has been selected by the New Jersey 
Department of Health and Senior Services to serve 
in the professional division of the New Jersey 
Medical Reserve Corps currently being formed in 
Morris County.  The Corps would be activated in 
cases of serious biological situations.  

Department of Health, Exercise Science, 
and Dance 

 
The Department of Exercise Science in conjunction 
with The Personal Trainer Career Certificate 
signed an agreement with the American Council 
on Exercise to join their College Partnership 
Program.  By offering preparatory courseware and 
certification opportunities for students during the 
formal education process, CCM increases the 
value and relevance of the degree and certificate 
programs.  Students receive the additional benefit 
of reducing the post-graduate expense of sitting 
for certification and are able to enter the 
workforce holding accredited certifications and 
with work experience gained during the course of 
their education. 

 
Professor Frank Doto led the course 
development team for the American Heart 
Association's new Pediatric Emergency 
Assessment, Recognition, and Stabilization 
course.  This course was developed for 
healthcare providers who work with infants and 
children.  It provides information on when to 
recognize impending life-threatening situations 
in infants and children and how to intervene to  
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stabilize their condition.  The course includes a 
DVD series, a workbook, and a textbook.  It is 
being marketed worldwide by the American 
Heart Association Emergency Cardiovascular 
Care Division. 
 
County College of Morris has become an official 
test site for The American Council on Exercise 
(ACE) Personal Trainer National Certification 
Exam.  June 14, 2008 will be the first test date. 
 
The American Heart Association Heart Saver AED 
training course was completed by HESD faculty 
and staff: Doreen Puglisi, John Ruggini, JoAnn 
Staugaard-Jones, and Elaine Doyle, along with 
Lori Kruppo, Nursing Lab Coordinator, Jeff 
Burek, Athletic Trainer, and Liz Hoban, 
Coordinator of Health Services. 
 
CCM Dancers were invited to the New York City 
Ballet's Dance Education Day.  Seventeen 
students and faculty attended the performance 
at Lincoln Center and participated in the day's 
events.   
 
The CCM Dance Theatre presented its premiere 
concert in the Dragonetti Auditorium where each 
performance opened with a professional group 
from New Jersey, followed by twelve new works 
by students and faculty.  A special memorial 
dance was also performed to honor Argenis 
Belle, a long-time contributor to CCM Dance, 
whose favorite seat was 'adopted' with a 
memorial plaque. 
 
Jo Ann Staugaard-Jones, CCM Dance 
Coordinator, attended the American College 
Dance Festival at SUNY/Brockport with eight AFA 
Dance Majors and adjunct faculty Lisa Peluso 
and Trayer Run Kowzun.  They participated in 
classes, concerts, and meetings, as well as 
teaching some of the classes and performing 
with 30 universities from all over the country. 

Landscape and Horticultural Technology 
 
Professor Traynor presented the Association of 
Landscape Designers first “webinar’—an online 
seminar on Landscape Estimating which utilized 
online conferencing to deliver a presentation 
and share software with webinar registrants.  

 
Professor Traynor traveled to Indianapolis as 
part of a team from New Jersey participating in 
the Curriculum for Agricultural Science 
Education (CASE), a project of the National 
Advisory Council for Agricultural Education.  The 
goal of the CASE project is to develop an activity 
based national secondary agri-science 
curriculum that will meet science standards 
across the country.  
 
Professor Traynor was selected as part of a 
Planning Group of the National Advisory Council 
for Agricultural Education to study post-
secondary agricultural education.  The group will 
look at ways to improve the linkage from 
secondary to post-secondary institutions, 
develop models and examples of best practices, 
and better align career and technical agricultural 
education nationwide. 
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Professor Craig Tolley was named Young 
Professional of the Year by the New Jersey 
Nursery and Landscape Association at its Annual 
Dinner at the Princeton Hyatt.  Professor Tolley 
was recognized for his contributions to the 
landscape, horticulture, and turf management 
fields. 
 
Professor Jan Marie Traynor traveled to Las 
Vegas, Nevada for the National Association of 
Agricultural Educators Convention (NAAE) to 

Professor Craig Tolley traveled to Louisville, 
Kentucky, with sixteen LHT students to attend 
the Green Industry Conference.  This is the 
largest horticulture conference in North America.
Students attended three days of professional 
meetings and seminars as well as participated in 
a career fair and interviews with employers from 
across the country.  
 
Professor Jan-Marie Traynor traveled to 
Indianapolis, Indiana, to attend the National FFA 
(Future Farmers of America) Convention.  
Professor Traynor was a judge for the National 
Finalists in the Diversified Horticulture Career 
Development Event.  The National Convention 
was attended by 55,000 high school and college 
students and advisors.  Professor Traynor was 
awarded the Honorary American Degree by the 
FFA organization for her contributions in 
support of agricultural education and agriculture 
students at both the secondary and post 
secondary levels.  This is the highest award 
given by the National FFA, and the award 
ceremony was televised nationally on the RFD 
Network. 

 

receive the award for the best post-secondary 
agricultural education program in New Jersey 
and one of the top six programs in the country.  
Along with the award from NAAE, Toyota has 
custom-built Toyota Tundras as a thank you for 
the professors who make these programs 
successful.  Toyota is involved in providing 
money to support agricultural education in the 
United States and is funding the travel expenses 
for all national award winners to attend the 
convention.   
 
Craig Tolley was reelected President of the New 
Jersey Sports Field Managers Association.  
 
Jan-Marie Traynor was named the North Chapter 
Director for the New Jersey Nursery and 
Landscape Association Board of Directors.  
 
Professor Jan-Marie Traynor and her Landscape 
Design and Planning II class collaborated on an 
outreach project with a horticultural class at 
North Warren Regional High School.  The effort 
developed a redesign of the main entrance to 
the high school.  The collaboration used a 
variety of electronic means as the CCM students 
serve as a resource to the high school students.
 
Professor Jan-Marie Traynor moderated a panel 
discussion on the proposed Professional 
Landscape License bill which was attended by 
nearly 100 landscape and horticultural 
professionals.  The bill provides recognition of 
educational programs such as CCM’s Landscape 
and Horticultural Technology program as 
evidence of professional achievement as well as 
provide opportunities for the development of 
additional specialized courses for landscape 
professionals seeking licensure. 
 
LHT Professors Traynor and Craig Tolley staffed 
a booth at the New Jersey Nursery and 
Landscape Association Trade Show in Somerset, 
New Jersey. 
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Professor Jan-Marie Traynor has initiated a unique 
three-way partnership between the LHT 
Department, Morris County Habitat for Humanity, 
and the New Jersey Nursery and Landscape 
Association (NJNLA).  In this partnership, LHT 
landscape design students will prepare landscape 
designs for Habitat Homes, and the NJNLA 
membership will donate the plants, sod, and 
equipment for installation of the designs at 
Habitat Homes.  This is the first partnership of its 
kind and promises to provide an excellent 
education experience for LHT students as well as a 
great contribution to the community. 
 
The Landscape and Horticultural Technology 
Department sent a team of 11 students and two 
advisors to compete in a national landscape 
competition in Atlanta, Georgia, called PLANET 
Student Career Days, an annual three-day 
competitive event among students enrolled in 
horticulture programs from colleges and 
universities across the country.  The students had 
a chance to compete in events that are directly 
related to the skills necessary for a career in the 
green industry.  The County College of Morris was 
the only New Jersey College to compete.  Two CCM
students, Nanci Fioravanti and Cathy Lembeck, 
were each awarded $1000 scholarships from 
PLANET.  
 

Nursing 
 
Professor Leo Felix Jurado conducted a conference 
at The Medical City, Manila, Philippines.  The 
conference topic was Nursing Care of Patients with 
Acute Coronary Syndrome, Heart Failure, and 
Acute Multiple Injury.  Professor Jurado attended 
the 6th International Nursing Conference, Caring 
for the World, Our Homeland, and Ourselves, in 
Manila, where he presented, Regulatory Mandate:  
An Imperative for Quality Nursing Education.  The 
conference was attended by more than 800 
nursing leaders and educators from many parts of 
the world. 

Professors Laura Parker, Vivek Agnihotri, and Gus 
Gonzales attended Diabetes Care: Prevention and 
Treatment in the New Jersey's Latino Community 
at Rutgers University.  Speakers included Governor
Corzine, Senator Menendez, and former U. S. 
Surgeon General Richard Carmona.  The 
conference took a critical look at the growing 
issue of diabetes in New Jersey’s Latino 
Community.  Experienced medical professionals 
and educators presented key topics in the areas of 
prevention, access to care and treatment of 
diabetes, with emphasis on cultural competence 
and how to best serve the Latino Community in 
New Jersey. 
 

Nursing Laboratory Coordinator Lori Kruppo 
attended the 2008 METI Human Patient Simulator 
Network (HPSN) International Conference in 
Tampa, Florida.  Representatives demonstrated 
the latest technology in adult, pediatric, and infant 
human patient simulators, as well as simulators 
for surgical robotics and patient examinations.  
Lab Coordinator Kruppo also had an opportunity 
for a hands-on demonstration with METIVISION, a 
data synchronized audio/video management 
system that can broadcast simulation in real time 
anywhere via the web.  The networking 
opportunity provided additional knowledge, 
information, and skills to integrate simulation into 
healthcare education at CCM. 
 
The Nursing Department proudly announced the 
results of the 2007 NCLEX Exam.  The pass rate 
was 90.68 percent, which is above the national 
average of 85.47 percent and the state average of 
87.27 percent.  Congratulations to the students 
and faculty on a job well done. 
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Professors Celeste Wayne, Monica Maraska, and 
Jeanette Haugh of the Nursing Department have 
enrolled in two NCSBN (National Council of State 
Boards of Nursing) online courses.  The NCSBN 
Learning Extension’s online courses guide nursing 
faculty through the test development and item 
writing process to build stronger assessments of 
student performance. In Test Development and 
Item Writing, the faculty will learn the ‘nitty-
gritty” aspects of item writing from those who 
have guided the development of the NCLEX 
examination itself.  They will learn how to write, 
review, and revise multiple choice items using the 
“NCLEX” style.  In Assessment of Critical Thinking, 

the faculty will learn advanced assessment 
techniques through the process of writing or 
converting items to higher-level items that assess 
critical thinking ability.  The information gleaned 
from these courses will be presented to other 
faculty within the department. 
 
Chilton Memorial Hospital hosted a College 
Recruitment Fair in their Cafeteria Conference 
Room.  Professor Vivek Agnihotri from the 
Nursing Department participated in the fair and 
provided information about CCM’s Nursing 
program to Chilton’s interested employees.  
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 The Division of Liberal Arts

by Dean Matthew Reed 

The Division of Liberal Arts is proud to announce 
the recent award of two new doctorates.  Marcia 
Picallo, from Languages and ESL, and Gina Serafin,
from English and Philosophy, successfully 
defended their dissertations and have been 
awarded the title of Ph.D.  Congratulations to 
both Dr. Picallo and Dr. Serafin! 
 
Professor Sandy VanderGaag, of the English 
department, retired this Spring after 37 years at 
CCM.  Dr. Barry Spriggs, of the Criminal Justice 
program, left to pursue other opportunities.  We 
are excited to report that we have five searches 
for full-time faculty currently under way, and we 
expect all five new hires to start in the Fall. 
 
Dr. Jose Bevia, of the Music department, has been 
invited to present a composition at the 2008 
International Jazz Composer’s Symposium.  This 
prestigious event is very competitive and 
showcases the music of composers from around 
the world.  Dr. Bevia will be one of the few 
composers invited to participate. 
 
Todd Collins, also from the Music Department, 
arranged for three audio professionals to visit his 
Recording and Electronic Music classes to give 
students a better understanding of these fields.  
Nick Prout is the head recording and mastering 
engineer for Chesky Records; Chris Badami, a 
County College of Morris graduate, owns and 
operates Portrait Studio; and Joe Howell started 
his own production company called Jahal 
Recording Productions.  The students were 
extremely pleased to hear from these talented 
individuals. 

 
Dr. Gerald Kloby, Assistant Professor of Sociology 
recently spoke to a group of colleagues about his 
visit to Ecuador.  From December 26 to January 6, 
Dr.  Kloby traveled in Ecuador on a Global 
Exchange “Reality Tour” to get a first-hand look at 
the environmental damage caused by the oil 
industry in Ecuador’s Amazon region.  This was 
Dr. Kloby’s second trip to Ecuador and his 
presentation included numerous slides of both 
the beauty and the toxic legacy of the oil industry. 
On this trip he traveled to areas of the Amazon 
that are primary forest, nearly untouched by 
“development,” but certainly threatened.   
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  Sander Zulauf, Professor of English, recently 

attended the annual conference of the Association 
of Writers and Writing Programs in New York City.  
The conference featured hundreds of writers, 
publishers, and editors of presses and magazines 
from around the country as well as hundreds of 
colleges and universities.  CCM’s The Journal of 
New Jersey Poets was one of only two magazines 
from New Jersey represented at the conference.   
 
Nieves Gruneiro, Assistant Professor of 
Photography, recently coordinated the exhibit of 
Andrea Kelly for display in the CCM Gallery.  
There was an opportunity to meet the artist at a 
small reception on March 5th. 
 
CCM’s Diversity Committee which is chaired by 
Ric Wynn, from the Psychology Department and 
Sharon Tremitiedi, Supervisor of Headquarters 
Plaza, recently sponsored a panel discussion on 
the Impact of Hip-Hop and Reggaeton Music on 
Contemporary U.S. Culture.  Featured presenters 
included Luis Martinez, Admissions Counselor, 
Daniella Fierro, a student teacher, and Dr. Jose 
Bevia, from the Music Department.  Dean Matthew 
Reed served as the moderator.  The informative 
discussions were well received by its audience. 
 

The Languages and ESL Department recently 
hosted a spring semester “Coffee Hour.” The 
entire full-time faculty attended as did many of 
the adjuncts.   Natalia Eskhi performed Russian 
songs and danced to share her native culture.  
The casual atmosphere provided students an 
opportunity to talk with faculty about language 
courses as well as different cultures. 

Kiss Me Kate was a great success thanks to the 
hard work and dedication of Professor Marielaine 
Mammon and the Performing Arts staff.  This 
special production included performances by 
Professors Jose Ortiz-Batista and Keith Smith, 
chairpersons of Languages/ESL and Visual Arts 
respectively.  Bravo to all who participated. 
Marielaine Mammon was hostess for a 
Champagne Reception to thank those who had 
contributed to the “Adopt-A-Chair” campaign.  
Music was provided by Dr. Richard Gradone and 
the CCM Jazz Ensemble.   
 
Through the hard work of Professor Jill Schennum 
and Dr. Gerald Kloby, from the Department of 
Sociology, Anthropology, and Human Services, 
CCM recently hosted a presentation on Closing 
the Achievement Gap:  How School Funding 
Matters.  The presenter was Stan Karp, Director of 
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the Secondary Reform Project for the Education 
Law Center in Newark.  His presentation examined 
how inequalities in funding along the lines of 
race, class, and community contribute to the 
levels of educational achievements obtained by 
students in New Jersey’s public schools.  The 
event was well attended by students and those in 
the community. 
 
Dr. Jack Bernardo from the History, Political 
Science, and Criminal Justice Department was 
instrumental in making arrangements for the 
second of a four-part symposium series on the 
2008 presidential election which was held on 
April 10.  The panel was made up of Ingrid Reed, 
from Eagleton Institute at Rutgers University, Tom 
Wyka, Democratic Candidate for US Congress, 
Debra Casha, Morris County Womens’ Republican 
Club, and CCM students Andrea Tarantula and 
Diego Ortiz.  The moderator was Dr. Matthew 
Reed, Division Dean of Liberal Arts.  The 
discussion topic was The Long and Winding Road 
to the Presidency:  A look at the nomination 
process, the key issues, and what college 
students want the campaign to address.  The 
discussion went well with a good deal of student 
interaction. 

The Liberal Arts “Symposium Committee” 
arranged a presentation by Dr. Nina K. Thomas on 
Post Traumatic Stress Disorder:  the Psychological 
Fallout of War.  Dr. Thomas discussed the 
psychological factors of soldiers who are trained 
to kill other humans and examined the use and 
consequence of torture.  The large audience was 
made up of individuals from the college and from 
the community.   
 
It was reported earlier that the Youngtown Edition
won 11 awards in the NJPA 2007 Better College 
Newspaper Contest this year.  Recognition for this 
honor should go to Matt Ayres from the English 

and Philosophy Department.   His hard work with 
the students and his willingness to become 
advisor to the paper is much appreciated. 
 
CCM’s Shakespeare and Company recently 
presented The Odyssey, thanks to the hard work 
and dedication of Dr. Robert Cioffi, from the 
Department of English and Philosophy.     
 
Professors Stephen Longo and Yvonne Bandy 
hosted the opening reception of the 2008 Graphic 
Design Portfolio Show on April 15th.  There were 
23 student participants this semester showcasing 
their creativity. 
 
Language Adjunct Professor Marie Estelle Perez-
Sanjurjo recently conducted a Self-Defense 
Workshop for all interested students.  Professor 
Perez-Sanjurjo has won many awards for her 
participation in self defense events and wanted to 
share her talents. 
 
Professor Marielaine Mammon, Chairperson of 
Music, directed CCM’s spring music concert which 
was held on May 2nd.   Joseph Bilotti accompanied 
the choir and everyone enjoyed a delightful 
evening. 
 
Professor Marielaine Mammon was responsible for 
two evenings of Cabaret Musical Theatre held on 
May 9 and 10.  The Musical Theatre students 
performed songs made famous by Richard 
Rodgers, Leonard Bernstein, Stephen Sondheim, 
and Jason Robert Brown, and included Carousel, 
Oklahoma, Sound of Music, West Side Story, Little 
Mermaid, Beauty and the Beast, and many more.  
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Professor James Howard, from the Visual Arts 
Department, held his fourth fashion show with 
students from the Design program.  This 
semester the entire show went “green” and all the 
fashions were designed and manufactured with an 
eye to the environment. 

topics such as curriculum, instruction and 
administration from the elementary to high 
school levels, this program consists of four, 
three-credit graduate level classes. Based on the 
success of these initial programs, future plans 
include establishing a full Masters Degree 
program in Educational Leadership at the 
County College of Morris sites. 

The Division of Corporate and Community Programs 
by Dean Jane Armstrong 

Department of Community and Professional 
Programs 

 

As a result of a partnership between the Rutgers 
Graduate School of Education and the County 
College of Morris, beginning this summer local 
educators will have the opportunity to participate 
in graduate-level programs in education at the 
County College of Morris campuses in Randolph 
and Morristown, New Jersey. In total four classes 
will be held this summer between the two 
locations. Leading to the New Jersey Teacher of 
Students with Disabilities Certification, the special 
education endorsement program allows 
individuals to teach students classified with 
disabilities with the exception of the visual or 
hearing impaired. The program is composed of 
seven classes that focus on topics such as, child 
psychology, literacy development, and classroom 
organization.  The supervisor endorsement 
program guides students to achieve the New 
Jersey Supervisor Certification. Concentrating on 

NJ SSI Math Science Initiative Northwest 
 

Thanks to Trish Rokosz, NJ SSI Director, 
contracts with 7 area school districts from 4 
counties have proven that NJ SSI at County 
College of Morris is in demand. These districts 

Photographer  -  Phoebe DeSantis
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 are presently engaged in reforming their science 
and/or math curriculum programs to include 
overall school–wide improvement. Professional 
development provided through SSI supports 
these districts in training on specific science 
programs and multi-day strategic planning 
institutes to improve teaching and learning of 
math and science.   
 

Office of the Dean 
 

Dean Armstrong and Rose Cofone, Director of 
Development for the CCM Foundation, were 
speakers at the New Jersey Council of County 
Colleges 2008 Best Practices Conference. The 

presentation focused on the development of a 
successful partnership between CCM and 
regional hospitals to increase the potential to 
educate a greater number of qualified nurses 
given limited space and financial resources. The 
Best Practices Conference was hosted by Ocean 
County College. Dr. Armstrong was a guest on 
Focus on Morris County, produced by the Morris 
County Board of Chosen Freeholders. The 
program is taped at the media center in the CCM 
library and features various aspects of Morris 
County government and she provided viewers 
with an overview of the non-credit Community 
and Professional Programs that are offered by 
CCM. 
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