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From November 19th to November 22nd, 2015 I attended the 41st AMATYC conference in New 

Orleans, LA. Under the banner “Jazz It Up” AMATYC President, Nancy Sattler, opened the 

conference encouraging everyone to participate in the many professional development 

opportunities and committees planned by colleagues from southern Louisiana for over a year to 

make this conference a success. 

At the opening session, Shirley Malcom, head of the Education and Human Resources Programs 

at the American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS), presented the keynote 

address Making Up for Lost Time – Mathematics and Two-Year Colleges. She suggests there is a 

critical need to rethink developmental courses in mathematics in order to improve quality and 

increase access to education careers in STEM fields. 

 From Thursday to Sunday, over two hundred and fifty sessions were held, including workshops, 

theme, forum, symposium, and poster sessions. The list of topics included: Curriculum redesign, 

developmental mathematics, department/division issues (adjunct faculty, mentoring new faculty, 

math labs, interdisciplinary classes or projects, tutoring) , distance learning (hybrid or online 

classes), global and cultural education (awareness of mathematics in other cultures, and 

appreciation of our role as educators with global citizenship), mathematics for general education 

(finite mathematics, liberal arts, quantitative literacy), history of mathematics, instructional 

strategies (learning styles, teaching methodologies, addressing math anxiety and study skills, 

instructional technologies (computer software, internet resources, graphing calculators, etc.), 



mathematics intensive (college algebra, precalculus and beyond), placement and assessment, 

research, statistics, and teaching preparation.  

Due to the increasing number of courses we have in statistics and my involvement in this subject, 

I decided to attend several talks in statistics to learn from other colleagues across the nation new 

approaches and teaching techniques that could help us at CCM delivering these courses. I will 

share with you two (with colorful titles) that I found quite interesting and practical: and 

“Statistics with Pizzazz”.  

The first one (“Jazz Up Your Intro Stat with Global Databases”) was presented by Barbara 

Leitherer from CC of Baltimore County, Baltimore, MD, and Fary Sami from Hartford CC, Bel 

Air, MD. They shared with us their projects developed collaboratively for introductory statistics 

courses. The focus was on the use of global databases and how to implement globalization 

strategies. The main goal was to get students involved by using real global data meaningful to 

each one of them. Students can choose from a big variety of data sources of their choice and do 

statistics with them. These databases, free of charge, are available on line. Among others they 

showed data from the PISA project, missing kids (www.missingkids.com), hotels, real state, and 

tourism. Random samples to compute statistics can be obtained from sites like 

www.randomizer.com. Several success stories (from students) shown.  

The second one (“Statistics with Pizzazz”), was delivered by Lynette Meslinsky and David 

Usinski, both from Erie CC, Buffalo, NY. They presented engaging, hands-on activities and 

techniques they have developed throughout the years to improve student engagement in statistics 

classes. Both, descriptive and inferential statistics, are computed using data obtained from 

specific experiments using for example, soda, pretzels, potato chips, chocolate chips, and wine. 



In this session (like in a class format) salting crackers were used. We tasted two types of crackers 

(prices $0.99 and $3.99 per pack). Data recording the preferred one was obtained and several 

statistics were computed and discussed afterwards.  Not only the session was informative, but 

entertaining as well (something we all need in our math classes in order to attract and involve 

students). 

Over thirty exhibitors, including Kendall Hunt, CASIO America, Maplesoft, McGraw-Hill, 

MAA, Hawks Learning Systems, XYZ textbooks, Wiley, WebAssign, Minitab, Mathspace, 

NADE, Cengage, and Pearson, were present throughout the conference. They conducted 30-

minute product presentations in the Exhibits Area, and professional personnel showed instructors 

recent publications, new technologies, and other educational materials.   

On Saturday the Delegate’s Assembly took place in the Grand Ballroom, and the closing session 

was held on Sunday on Bayside C. Nancy J. Sattler, AMATYC President, wrapped-up the 

Conference, reporting on the Delegates Assembly actions, opportunities to get more involved in 

AMATYC, and gave a preview of the next year’s conference in Denver. 

 


