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From August 9th through August 13th, 2015, I attended the Ecological Society of 
America’s (ESA) 100th annual meeting in Baltimore, Maryland at the Baltimore Convention 
Center. This year’s ESA conference was entitled Ecological Science at the Frontier: Celebrating 
the ESA Centennial. Each year ESA holds one of the largest ecological conferences in the world 
and includes ecologists and students from all over the globe. This year’s meeting included 
symposia, organized oral sessions, organized poster sessions, contributed oral sessions, 
workshops, lightning talks, etc. There were hundreds of different sessions throughout the week 
and at any given time, at least 25 different sessions to pick from. Some of the major topics 
covered were: Agriculture, Aquatic Ecology, Behavior, Biodiversity, Biogeochemistry, 
Biological Control, Climate Change, Community Disturbance and Recovery, Competition, 
Conservation Management, Detritus and Decomposition, Ecosystem Function, Dispersal, 
Disease and Epidemiology, Ecosystem Management, Ecosystem Services Assessment, 
Environmental Gradients, Estuarine, Evolution, Food Webs, Invasion: Dynamics and Population 
Processes, Microbial Ecology, Modeling, Paleoecology, Physiological Ecology, Pollination, 
Predation and Predator Prey Interactions, Soil Ecology, Wetlands, etc. 

Most of the sessions I attended were organized oral sessions, organized poster sessions, 
contributed oral sessions, and workshops that focused on research that was applicable to BIO202 
(Ecology) and BIO127 (Biology of Environmental Concerns). Two sessions I attended that I 
would like to elaborate on were: 

1. Socioeconomic benefits of large carnivore restoration in the Eastern United States, 
presented by SL Gilbert. The focus of this presentation was on ungulates causing 
increased vehicular collisions that lead to socioeconomic drawbacks and how the 
reintroduction of large predators such as the cougar could increase socioeconomics. This 
particular topic was interesting because in ecology I have students give a group 
presentation on various topics. One of the topics is on the possible reintroduction of 
cougars into the state of Michigan. In this session I gained some new statistical 
knowledge and learned potential cougar habitat in the eastern and Midwestern US states.   
 

2. Prey Responses to fine-scale variation in predation risk from combined predators, 
presented by JT Hoverman. This session focused on phenotypic changes in response to 
combined predators within a habitat. The focus was on snails as the prey and the 
predators being crayfish and water bugs. This topic was particularly interesting because 
the researchers were able to identify that snails were receptive to threshold amounts of 
chemicals produced by the predators that caused phenotypic changes in the snails. 
Phenotypic plasticity and ecotypes are major topic in ecology and touched on in Biology 
of Environmental Concerns under Community Interactions. The information gained in 



this session will serve as a nice example of how prey change in response to combined 
predation events. 
 
 

Overall the ESA conference was a great professional development experience. It provided me 
with many new ideas and examples. The knowledge I gained over the past week was incredible. I 
have brushed up on many skills and techniques while learning about new research around the 
world. My hopes are to introduce new skills/techniques and acquired knowledge in the classroom 
and field. I hope to continue to attend this conference annually to further my professional 
development.   

 

 


