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From October 31 to November 3, 2013 I attended the 39
th

 AMATYC conference in Anaheim, 

CA. Under the banner “MATH: There’s no end to fun!” AMATYC President, Jim Roznowski, 

opened the conference encouraging everyone to participate in the exciting professional 

development opportunities planned by colleagues from southern California for over a year to 

make this conference a great experience for everyone. 

At the opening session, Sheila Tobias, author of the book “Overcoming Math Anxiety”, and 

Victor Piercey, who has joined forces with Sheila to lead the way of practitioners to help 

students with math anxiety, spoke about this subject. Based on their research, they found that 

failure in mathematics is often a failure of nerve rather than a failure of intellect. They believe 

that tests mainly measure performance, not ability. Without question, math anxiety is an 

impediment to learning, and innovative ways to prevent or address it are needed. 

The opening session ended with two featured speakers, Pat McKeague and Jim Stigler. 

McKeague spoke about how to manage classroom time in an effective manner, and Stigler 

examined the kind of teaching strategies that produce learning with understanding. 

From Thursday to Sunday, over two hundred sessions were held, including workshops, theme, 

forum, and poster sessions. The list of topics included: Curriculum redesign, developmental 

mathematics, department/division issues (adjunct faculty, mentoring new faculty, math labs, 

interdisciplinary classes or projects, tutoring) , distance learning, global and cultural education 

(awareness of mathematics in other cultures, and appreciation of our role as educators with 

global citizenship), mathematics for general education (finite mathematics, liberal arts, 



quantitative literacy), history of mathematics, instructional strategies (learning styles, teaching 

methodologies, addressing math anxiety and study skills, instructional technologies (computer 

software, internet resources, graphing calculators, etc.), placement and assessment, research, 

statistics, and teaching preparation.  

Due to my engagement with the use of technologies in the classroom and online courses, I 

focused my attention to sessions involving technologies applicable to both modalities. One of 

them, for instance, “Teaching Difficult Topics in Statistics” gave insight to how Statway applies 

learning theory to the teaching of statistics. The presenters, Scott Guth, Rachel Mudge, and 

Andre Freeman, shared with us the Statway learning environment, the theories behind it, and 

how those theories are applied in practice.  

Another one, delivered by Robert Knight and Barbara Illowsky, was devoted to show the 

MyMathText platform. This is a free learning management system (LMS) that enables 

instructors to create free online courses and free digital textbooks which incorporate Open 

Educational Resources (OER).  

The use of EXCEL in mathematics, specifically in statistics, is a powerful tool that I have been 

using since the early nineties. Dale Nelson from Salt Lake CC, shared with us a project for 

statistics classes demonstrating the Law of Large Numbers using spreadsheet software. Discrete 

number outcomes from an irregular spinner were calculated using theoretical formulas, and then 

from a random sample of at least 200 spins, means, standard deviations, and histograms were 

compared. 

Over thirty exhibitors, including the AMS, Kendall Hunt, CASIO, Maplesoft, McGraw-Hill, 

Hawks Learning Systems, XYZ textbooks, Wolfram Research, WebAssign, MAA, and Pearson, 



were present throughout the conference. They conducted 30-minute product presentations in the 

Exhibits Area, and professional personnel showed instructors recent publications, new 

technologies, and other educational materials.   

At the Saturday Awards Breakfast Session, David Masunaga, former director of the National 

Council of Teachers of Mathematics, reminded us that “Its  
 

(   ) 
 (    )          Only 

Days Until π-Day”. π -Day is an international celebration held on March 14
th

 (i.e. 3-14) to share 

all the occurrences, properties, and fascinating mathematical applications of number π (pi).  

Jim Roznowski wrapped-up the conference on Sunday, November 3, with a report on Delegate 

Assembly actions, opportunities to get more involved in AMATYC, and a preview of next year’s 

conference in Nashville, Tennessee, hosted by TNATYC and the Southeast Region of 

AMATYC. 

 


