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On October 26, 2013, I, Jenifer Martin, and several other colleagues from County 
College of Morris attended the Metropolitan Association of College and University 
Biologists (MACUB) Conference at Bergen Community College in Paramus, New 
Jersey. The theme of  the MACUB  conference was “Bioethics”.   

Attending the conference  allowed for me the ablity to meet and network with local area 
biologists and to gain information from keynote speakers and other presenters about 
current topics in biology.  Also, The MACUB conference facilitates an atmosphere of 
collaboration and scholarship, supports professional development and the information 
gained from the conference will helpt to the courses I teach at CCM.  

 

The keynote speaker, Dr. Cristoph Lengauer, gave a talk on an immortal human cell line 
known as HeLa cells.  These cells were taken from a woman in 1951 with cervical 
cancer without her knowledge while she was receiving treatment at Johns Hopkins 
University hospital.  These cells were found to be able to replicate indefinitely in the 
laboratory.  These cells have been used in many important developments such as the 
vaccine for polio, research for cancer and AIDs and the Human Genome Project.  
Descendants of this woman have become aware of the use of her cells and there is 
great ethical debate as to whether or not they should be compensated for her 
contribution to scientific discoveries.  Dr. Lengauer was instrumental in helping the 
family gain access to information and some rights to the HeLa cell line being that he 
worked at Johns Hopkins and worked with HeLa cells for genetic research. 

 

In the department of biology & chemistry I teach genetics, microbiology and 
biochemistry.  The information I gained about the bioethics of HeLa cells can be 
incorporated the courses that I teach at CCM.  This will help to give students a better 
rounded education by integrating ethical reasoning into their science courses. 

 

A workshop that I attended at the conference entitled “Meet the Expert, Student 
Outreach, an Integrative Learning Experience” I found very interesting.  It discussed 
how Microbiology teachers at Bergen Community College contacted experts in the field 
of Microbiology asking them to allow students to interview them about various diseases.  
They found doing this increased students ability to integrate the information in their 
classes, increased their interest in reading journal articles and allowed for students to 
transfer the learning process to new off campus situations.  Being that I teach 
microbiology at CCM, I was fascinated with this approach that allows students to take a 
more active role in their learning about microbial diseases.  It would be great if we could 
incorporate something like this in the microbiology curricula at CCM. 

 


