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On Saturday, October 26, 2013, I attended the 46
th

 Annual MACUB conference. This 

conference had two keynote speakers, one that discussed bioethics and the other focused 

on writing a successful grant. 

 

The first workshop focused on bioethics was called “The Impact of Doing Better: An 

Interplay of Science and Empathy” and the keynote speaker discussed the history of 

Henrietta Lacks and the use of her cells in biology. He then told the story of how he 

worked with H. Lacks cells (HeLa cells) and through his work he was able to send the 

family of Henrietta Lacks a picture of her actual chromosomes. Her family then came to 

his laboratory and saw the cells in person and asked a variety of questions about the 

DNA, the chromosomes and most importantly, what their mother’s cells were being used 

for in the sciences. Lastly, he discussed that Henrietta Lacks’ full genome was published 

on the Internet in March 2013 and this is what fueled a bioethical debate that continued 

through the summer of 2013. According to law, it was not illegal to publish the 

chromosomes of an individual on the Internet but when and if the DNA sequences are 

posted on the Internet, the privacy of the individual must be kept private. The problem 

with the H. Lacks case was that since her cells were famous, people could deduct who the 

DNA was taken from, which violated privacy laws. Eventually, it was decided that her 

DNA must be removed the Internet and that the use of H. Lacks’ DNA must be evaluated 

by a board of individuals at the National Institute of Health (NIH) prior to use. Henrietta 

Lacks’ family does sit on the board at the NIH and now the family has been given an 

opportunity to have a say in the use of their mother’s cells. 

 

The second workshop was entitled “The Art of Successful Grantsmanship.” The keynote 

speaker focused on the grant writing process and how to succeed in writing a successful 

grant. He discussed the major reasons why people apply for grants and then he began to 

discuss the internal workings of the review panel process and the types of individuals that 

sit on the review panels. He also mentioned the process by which an individual can get 

the opportunity to serve on one of these panels. The keynote speaker discussed that the 

number one predicator of obtaining funding for a grant is to serve on review panels. The 

next topic of discussion was the types of grants that individuals or institutions can apply 

for and then he described how and where to find funding. He then talked about the main 

items to look at on the program announcement, such as the due date and the contact 

names. He stressed the importance of the contact names since you can begin to form a 

professional relationship with them by e-mailing or calling them. The last main foci of 

the presentation were about finding a good mentor and the most important aspect of the 

grant writing process, the “Specific Aims” page. 

 


