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July 14 through July 17th I attended the American Association of Respiratory Care Summer 
Forum in Marco Island, Florida. This program is specifically for Managers and Educators in 
Respiratory from all over the world.  There is a Manager Track and an Educators track and 
general sessions where the two groups are combined. 

Several “hot topics” were covered over the three days; the affordable care act, hospital 
readmissions, COPD management and education.  These topics affect all respiratory care 
practitioners, and everyone in the medical field. 

On Monday, July 14th I attended a pre-conference track regarding “How viable is your 
Respiratory Care Program?: Assessing Quality and Sustainability of RC Education.” The topics 
included the state of Higher Education, Qualitative Measures Impacting Academic Programs, 
Business Plans and Budgets, Quantitative Measures of Effective RC Programs and then there 
was a panel discussion.  I found the speakers and topics very interesting and learned a lot about 
maintaining a respiratory program in the economic climate we are in and with the financial limits 
there are. 

On, Tuesday the first session was called the Affordable Care Act: Putting the Profession on 
Trial, the speaker was Anthony Dewitt, JD, RRT, FAARC.  He is a dynamic speaker and several 
members of the respiratory profession “acted” during this session.  It was entertaining and 
educational.  The respiratory profession needs to move forward and can only move forward with 
the support of its therapists. If we haven’t made changes or advanced in hospitals and education 
because we are comfortable and don’t want to make change then we are only hurting the 
profession. The educator track was full of information on Tuesday that I look forward to 
applying at CCM.  

Over the course of the three days I attended lectures on education, bringing ideas back to CCM 
regarding clinical and the students, and attended lectures on new research, new concepts and new 
technology in respiratory.  

 CoArc sponsored a symposium and topics included reviewing progress reports, evaluating 
student Competencies, updates on post-professional education and on the 2015 standards for 
entry into RC. 

There were several lectures on the Affordable Care Act, regarding the Respiratory Care 
Practitioners role in this health care reform.  The speakers over the three days feel that 
respiratory will be playing very important roles in the ACA and will see roles in discharge care, 
case management and patient education broaden. 



There were also many lectures on COPD management and education for the Respiratory Care 
Practitioners, COPD is the third leading cause of death in this country.  The AARC, and the 
COPD foundation have come up with some foundations to help manage the disease, it is up to 
the Respiratory Care practitioners to embrace it and execute the plans of care. 

I got to network with respiratory care educators and managers from all over the country.  We 
shared our experiences and thoughts for the future. I look forward to reaching out to these 
educators and managers to share thoughts and ideas about making our respiratory program 
stronger. I have come back from the conference reenergized in respiratory and in education and 
look forward to sharing what I have learned. 

 I’m very excited to start using some of the information I learned about on Wednesday and 
Thursday about using technology in the classroom, using blackboard better and using 
simulations to educate my students. 

There were a few exhibitors that were for educators and managers, I think there were 18 total.  
There were book companies, respiratory equipment companies and some continuing education 
programs. 

The conference was an incredible experience, one that I will continue to gain knowledge from as 
I reach out to the contacts I made with attendees and exhibitors to continue staying educated in 
the field of Respiratory.  I want to thank the CTE department for assisting with making it 
possible for me to represent CCM and New Jersey at the conference.  I hope I can attend the 
Summer Forum conference next year. 

 

 

 


