
Spring/Summer 2015

M
ake a G

ift 

O
nline! 

w
w

w
.ccm

.edu/donate

Caitlyn Mannherz, Business Administration
By Rick Burchfield

Caitlyn Mannherz originally came 
to CCM in 2008 but she wasn’t 
ready and, feeling overwhelmed, 
performed poorly.

Six years later, she graduated with 
a 3.9 GPA and was part of the 
college’s national honor society 
chapter. What drove this drastic 

change? A chance encounter, a 
renewed commitment, and a 
CCM scholarship.

After her initial brush with college, 
Mannherz went to cosmetology 
school, still unsure of what she 
wanted in life. That would change, 
however, when a woman walked 
in and asked her to shave her head.

The woman was a cancer patient.

“I saw that there were strong people 
out there who were going through 
real struggles who needed love and 
care,” she recalls. “I knew I wanted 
to provide that, and the path I was 
on wasn’t going to allow me to.”

That encounter caused Mannherz 
to re-evaluate her direction and to 

commit herself to helping others. 
She decided it was time to go back 
to CCM, this time motivated and 
inspired.

She credits CCM for giving her 
the tools and encouragement 
she needed. “The professors 
really want to mold people into 
something great.”

She also is very thankful for the 
financial help she’s received 
through the CCM Foundation: she 
was awarded the $2,500 Morris 
County Women’s Republican Club 
Scholarship last academic year.

Mannherz graduated with her 
associate degree in January and is 
now studying for her bachelor’s 
at Florida Gulf Coast University. 

Her ultimate goal is to become a 
naturopathic doctor. “It combines 
traditional natural healing 
methods with the principles and 
practices of modern science in 
an attempt to restore the body’s 
inherent ability to maintain 
optimal health,” she explains.

Mannherz’s other goals include 
researching oncology and infectious 
diseases; publishing books on 
mind body, spirit and medicine; 
lecturing and teaching; and owning 
her own wellness center.

She will strive to achieve those 
goals while keeping her personal 
mission statement at the forefront: 
“To improve the quality of the 
human experience for as many 
people as possible.”

Meet            Our Students

Adjunct Faculty Funds Patio Furniture
Thanks to an $11,000 gift from CCM’s adjunct 
faculty, the newly refurbished patio behind the 
Student Community Center will boast new 
outdoor furniture this year, just in time for 
spring’s sunny days. In addition, the adjuncts’ 
gift also covered the cost of four new cell-phone 
charging stations around campus, a benefit for 
busy students on the run.

“The adjunct faculty has always considered 
themselves an integral part of the college,” 
says James G. Baccaro, associate professor and 

president/chair of the UAFNJ-CCM Chapter. 
“Our three adjunct scholarship awards each 
year, combined with our annual support of the 
Foundation’s gala, address our commitment 

to student academic support. The gift of the 
charging stations and furniture was our way 
of enriching the overall college experience for 
CCM students.”



Legacy Society
The spirit of philanthropy  

endures forever . . .  
The following individuals  

have generously provided bequests  
to the CCM Foundation  

in their estate plans:

Helen M. Bauer*

Catherine Bencivenga* 
and Dominic A.  

Bencivenga

Nelson C. Doland, Jr.*

Richard and Ula  
Jonassen

David E. Jones

Donna Kahn

Dean Malanga*

Walter and Carol  
McDonald

Roz Nadel*

William Pomerantz, M.D.*

Muriel Roberts

Eleanor Rockefeller*

Kathleen Sheffield*

Carl Vogt*

Linda M. Willetts*

*Deceased

$1 Million Grant From Freeholders  
Completes Media Center
The Morris County Board of Chosen Freeholders has allocated $1 million from the county’s 2015 capital 
budget to complete the Visioning the Future capital campaign for a new college Media Center.

“Thanks to the generous funding by the Morris County Board of 
Chosen Freeholders and the fundraising of the CCM Foundation, 
the college’s Media Center will be the latest facility to offer our 
students superior education and training in the field of media 
studies,” said Dr. Edward J. Yaw, president of CCM.

Visioning the Future is the title of the foundation’s capital campaign 
that has raised more than $900,000 in individual, corporate, 
private foundation and public support. The new facility will be 
named in honor of late New Jersey Assemblyman Alex DeCroce, a 
former Morris County Freeholder, CCM Trustee and Board chair.

The new facility will upgrade the current technology from analog to high definition/digital. A teaching 
studio and support facilities, including a control room and an edit suite, will be built. A second professional 
studio, distinct from the teaching studio, will also be constructed and surrounded by several supporting 
editing/production rooms. Parallel equipment ranging from HD/digital cameras and fiber optic cabling 
to state-of-the-art mixing and editing equipment will be installed in both the teaching and professional 
studios.

The Media Center functions as a TV studio and a classroom for Broadcasting Arts and Technology and 
Communication students, who use the facility to develop media skills and receive hands-on technical 
training in such areas as camera work, lighting, sound, staging, editing and graphics.

In addition to the County of Morris, CCM has received support from: the Paragano Family Foundation, the 
Mayo Family, Investors Bank, Solix Inc., Walter and Carol McDonald, New Jersey Natural Gas Company, 
Business Furniture Inc., the RBA Group, Provident Bank Foundation, M.U. and Professor Marilyn Ayres, 
Sam and Professor Louise Olshan, Professor Robert Gebhardt and Professor Joan Monaghan Gebhardt, the 
Cestone Foundation and the Staples Foundation.

2015 Gala to Honor Trunfio, Alumni
In recognition of 
his three decades 
of service to the 
community as 
well as leadership 
role in New 
Jersey’s hospital 
industry, Joseph 
A. Trunfio, Ph.D., 
retiring president 
and CEO of the 
Atlantic Health 
System, will 

be the recipient of the CCM Foundation’s 2015 
Leadership Award. The honor will be bestowed at the 
Foundation’s gala, to be held Friday, May 1 at the 
Hanover Marriott in Whippany.

In addition, four CCM graduates will receive 
alumni awards: Paul Goudreau ’86,  of Berkeley 
Heights, will be honored as the Alumnus of the Year; 
Jean Snopkowski ’94 of Randolph, will receive the 
Alumni Achievement award; David Artuso ’86 of 

Monmouth Junction will receive the Alumni Service 
award; and Margaret (Peggy) Lund Fitzgibbon 
’88, ’95 of Gaithersburg, MD, is this year’s Alumni 
Humanitarian.

“In addition to honoring our very deserving alumni, 
we’re pleased to be recognizing Dr. Trunfio, not only 
for his four-decade impact on healthcare in Morris 
County, but for his outstanding generosity and 
support of our area’s non-profit community,” said 
Joseph Vitale, president of the CCM Foundation.

Cocktail hour begins at 6 p.m., the dinner/program 
at 7:30 pm. The Gala will feature an extensive silent 
auction, the music of Big City Swing, and selections 
from Little Women (the college’s spring musical) by 
CCM Performing Arts students.

Tables, tickets, sponsorships and journal ads are 
still available. For more information, please call 
the Foundation at 973-328-5060 or visit www.ccm.
edu/foundation/gala2015.

The
ALEX DECROCE
MEDIA CENTER

Double Your 
Donation  
to CCM.  
It’s Easy.

Do you or your spouse work for a 
company that offers a contribution 
match? If so, you can significantly 
increase your gift to the CCM 
Foundation at no additional cost. 
Make a gift to CCM (www.ccm.edu/
donate) today, then check to see if 
you or your spouse’s company offers 
these programs by visiting http://
doublethedonation.com/ccm.

http://www.ccm.edu/foundation/gala2015
http://www.ccm.edu/foundation/gala2015
http://www.ccm.edu/donate
http://www.ccm.edu/donate
http://doublethedonation.com/ccm
http://doublethedonation.com/ccm


Ground Broken for Music Technology Building

CCM’s Board of Trustees gathered 
with county officials in September 
to celebrate the groundbreaking 
for the $8.5 million Music 
Technology building to house 
the college’s popular and growing 
music technology and other 
performing arts programs.

Attending the event were David 
Scapicchio, deputy director of the 
Morris County Board of Chosen 
Freeholders, Freeholder John 

Krickus, and numerous CCM 
faculty members and students.

Funding for the facility is coming 
from the Building Our Future Bond 
Act that was approved by New 
Jersey voters in 2012. The bond is 
providing $750 million for New 
Jersey’s colleges. With its matching 
funds from Morris County, CCM 
is receiving a total of $10 million 
to construct a Music Technology 
building and for the recent 

upgrades it made to its engineering 
and mechanical labs.

“Since 2007, enrollment in our 
music technology programs has 
grown 36 percent,” noted Dr. 
Edward J. Yaw, president of CCM. 
“This new facility not only will 
address that growth but allow 
CCM to build upon the strengths 
of its music and performing arts 
programs. We are grateful to the 
residents of New Jersey and county 

officials for making this possible.”

“We extend our gratitude to the 
freeholders for supporting this 
great college in our great county,” 
added Stanley T. Omland, P.E., P.P., 
chair of the CCM Board of Trustees.

The Music Technology facility is to 
be constructed as a 22,500-square-
foot, two-story addition to the 
college’s Student Community 
Center. The facility will include an 
experimental theater lab – theater 
in-the-round – that will serve as a 
large hands-on classroom with a 
recording studio and seating for 
100 – 125 people, two standard 
classrooms, an electronic music/
aural comprehension classroom 
and piano lab, a second recording 
studio, scene shop, dressing 
rooms and multiple student 
practice rooms.

Academic programs to be housed 
in the new facility include digital 
media technology, drama, media 
technology, music and music 
recording.

CCM Trustees break ground for new Music Tech building: (From left) Trustee William Schievella, Freeholder John Krickus, Trustee Laurie Bogaard, Trustee Paul R. Licitra, Trustee 
Barbara L. Hadzima, CCM President Edward J. Yaw, Deputy Freeholder Director David Scapicchio, Trustee Emeritus W. Thomas Margetts, Trustee Chair Stanley T. Omland, Trustee 
Joseph Weisberg, and Trustee Jeffrey M. Advokat.

Student Government Forms Scholarship
With the cost of education rising, CCM’s Student Government Association (SGA) has raised funds to 
form the Student Government Association Scholarship. The award will be given to a full-time student with a 
minimum GPA of 3.2 who has a leadership rank in any active chartered club or organization at CCM. The 
purpose is to foster the integrity of the SGA by supporting a full-time student pursuing any field of study. 
Applicants must also write on the topic of adversity (how the student has overcome adversity – personal, 
professional, other – to further his/her education).

“We formed this scholarship in hopes of supporting our colleagues and standing behind everything that 
CCM advocates, which is to provide an affordable education and the possibility to achieve objectives 
that may otherwise be 
unobtainable,” says Kathleen 
Connelly, former SGA vice 
president. “We hope that 
whoever is awarded this 
scholarship takes their 
education seriously, shows 
an interest in contributing 

beyond the classroom and proves their tenacity in their endeavors.”

“This is one of the first scholarships formed at CCM by our students 
specifically to help fellow students,” said Joseph Vitale, president of 
the CCM Foundation. “We’re not only very grateful to the SGA for 
founding this award but we’re also very proud of our students for this 
very gracious gesture.”

For more information on how you can form a scholarship at CCM, call 
973-328-5060 or email us at foundation@ccm.edu.

Kathleen Connelly, vice president of the Student Government 
Association, signs the criteria form, activating the new Student 
Government Association Scholarship as CCM President Dr. 
Edward J. Yaw looks on.

Annual Scholarship 
Golf Outing

 Rockaway River Country Club
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Board of Chosen Freeholders
Kathy DeFillippo, Director

John Cesaro, Deputy Director

Douglas R. Cabana

John Krickus

Hank Lyon

Thomas J. Mastrangelo

David Scapicchio

as of January 2015

Board of Trustees
Stanley T. Omland, P.E., P.P., Chair *

Jeffrey M. Advokat, Esq., Vice Chair

Dr. Joseph L. Ricca, Jr., Treasurer

Paul R. Licitra, Secretary

Laurie Bogaard, Esq.

Dr. Barbara L. Hadzima

Dr. Rosalie S. Lamonte

J. Richard Rajoppi

William Schievella

Michael A. Van Allen

Dr. Joseph S. Weisberg *

Carlos Herrera, Alumni Trustee

Sandra Geiger, Trustee Emerita

W. Thomas Margetts, Trustee Emeritus

William T. McNerney, Trustee Emeritus

as of November 2014

All trustees also serve concurrently as members of the 
CCM Foundation. Members noted with an * serve 

on the Foundation Board of Directors.

College Administration
Dr. Edward J. Yaw, President

Dr. Dwight L. Smith, Vice President of  
Academic Affairs

Karen VanDerhoof, Vice President of  
Business and Finance

Dr. Bette M. Simmons, Vice President of  
Student Development and Enrollment Management

Joseph Vitale, Executive Director for  
College Advancement and Planning  

and President of the CCM Foundation

Roger Flahive, Executive Director of  
Information Systems (CIO)

Thomas Burk, Director of Human Resources  
and Labor Relations

County College of Morris Foundation
Joseph T. Vitale, President

Jessica Ecker, Director of Development

Board of Directors

William McElroy ’83, Chair

John C Parry, Jr., Vice Chair

Robert Zajac, Treasurer

Eileen Paragano ’91, Secretary

John P. Beyel, Esq., Assistant Secretary

Joseph Bilotti, ‘88, Faculty Representative

Jack Farris, Esq.

Carol Fitzpatrick ’86

Sandra Geiger

Thomas Hayes

Allan J. Iskra, Esq.

Edward Nelson ’72

Thomas Pepe

Keith Riddiford

Brandi Robinson

Everton Scott

Gil Zweig

1.  How many degree and professional programs are offered by CCM?
  More than 70 associate degrees, 30 certificate and  

150 professional development programs

2.  What are the top 3 programs of study at CCM?
  Business Administration, Humanities/Social Science and Nursing

3.  On average, how many scholarships are awarded annually  
thanks to the Foundation?     240

4.  How many scholarships are offered in each field of study?
  Business, Mathematics, Engineering and Technology (31); Health and  

Natural Sciences (27); general and special designation scholarships (23); Liberal Arts (11);  
Alumni (1); international students (1); campus activities (2) and athletic scholarships (44)

5.  How many of our students are in need of some sort of financial aid?
  Approximately 50 percent of our students receive some sort of financial aid

6.  What is the cost for a full- time student to attend CCM per year?
  Approximately $4,000 for 30 credits, including books and fees

7.  How much of CCM’s operating revenue comes from public support (state and county) and how 
much comes from tuition and fees?

  Twenty-one percent (21 percent) from Morris County, 12 percent from the State of New Jersey, and 
67 percent from our students (tuition and fees)

8.  What are the ages of our students?
  Thirty-five percent (35 percent) are 19-20, 27 percent are 21 to 24, 14 percent are 18 and younger 

and 14 percent are 25 to 29. The average age of a CCM student is 23

9.  How many of our students transfer to four-year institutions?
  More than 70 percent who earn degrees transfer to four-year institutions within three-years of graduation

10.  What do Foundation funds support?
  About 50 percent support CCM scholarships, about 35 percent goes to our unrestricted fund and 

about 15 percent support our academic programs

Foundation Supports Veterans at CCM

When a friend and fellow 
Vietnam vet, Robert Goebel, 
died in a helicopter crash during 
a training exercise in the 1970s, 
Peter Skurla ’72 got together with 
a number of fellow veteran CCM 
alumni to form a scholarship in 
Goebel’s honor.

“We started with a dinner and 
raised $4,000,” says Skurla. Later, 
through his and fellow alumni 
contributions, the scholarship 
became fully endowed at 
$25,000. It was a way to honor 

a friend but also to recognize 
the contributions and needs of 
veteran students on campus.

Today, the Robert Goebel Veterans 
Memorial Scholarship awards $500 
per semester to a veteran student 
who honorably served in the 
U.S. military in an active combat 
zone, served in the military 
honorably, or to a dependent 
of a veteran who honorably 
served in the U.S. military and 
demonstrated service to the 
community or college.

With more veterans returning to 
college after their tours around 
the world, CCM is strengthening 
its services and financial support 
for our men and women who 
have served in uniform.

The CCM Adjunct Faculty 
Veteran’s Scholarship awards $500 
per semester to an incoming or 
returning veteran student who 
is taking at least six credits. The 
recipient is recommended by 

the Adjunct Board of Directors.

In addition, the CCM Veterans 
Text Book Fund assists with the 
purchase of books for student 
veterans who recently completed 
active duty with an honorable 
discharge.

“CCM gives all students but 
especially veterans a jump start 
on their careers,” says Skurla. 
“The financial assistance the 
college offers helps them make 
the transition from military 
to civilian life. And CCM’s 
programs connect them quickly 
with gainful employment.”

The college is working to 
expand programs for those that 
have served our country. If you 
are interested in supporting 
our scholarships for veterans, 
please contact the Foundation 
office at 973-328-5060 or email 
foundation@ccm.edu. 

10 Things You Should Know About CCM


