
Dear Friends and Colleagues, 
 
This letter is to inform you of developments in our planning regarding Morris County Teen Arts 2020 
Festival. We would like to put this year’s Teen Arts Festival online. 
 
The rapid developments of the pandemic have had a profound impact on all of us and we have all been 
working hard to adjust our personal and professional lives to the conditions imposed under quarantine. 
Like schools across the State, the County College of Morris campus has closed while the College remains 
open in an online capacity. It is highly unlikely that the campus will re-open in time to host an in-person 
event such as the Teen Arts Festival. Indeed, even if the campus were to re-open many of your schools 
or districts have already decided, or will soon decide against trips or gatherings for the duration of this 
school year. 
 
Even so, we do not feel that canceling Teen Arts 2020 outright is a desirable response to current 
circumstances. We strongly feel that the sense of community gained by participation in creative pursuits 
is of critical value in challenging times such as these. For this reason, we intend to modify and adapt the 
Teen Arts 2020 Festival to an online format to the extent possible. We envision an online gallery 
exhibition, recorded video submissions of performances in advance of the event; and recorded and live 
video demonstrations, tutorials and feedback sessions on the day of the event. 
 
To modify the event so significantly on such a short timeline, we will postpone the event a minimum of 
two weeks. Some Counties in NJ State have postponed their Teen Art events while others have canceled 
them. The NJ State Teen Arts Festival has been postponed to at least July and even that date is highly 
tentative. You may find that this additional time is welcome to make your own adjustments and allow 
your students to prepare as well. There will be many practical and technical questions as we attempt to 
re-design this event and we will keep you informed of developments as we proceed. 
 
At this time, we need a better sense of what is possible for you and your students. Ultimately, the Teen 
Arts Festival serves the students, teachers and schools of Morris County. As best we can, we intend to 
offer an event that fulfills your needs. To that end, please indicate your best estimation of your own, 
your students and your institutions interest, willingness or even capability of participating in a Teen Arts 
Festival event in a remote online format. We hope to be able to offer a celebration of the creative arts 
that will have significant value to your students. Thank you all and I look forward to your thoughts and 
comments. Be well and stay well. Best to All. 
 
Most Sincerely, 
Clayton Allen 
Festival Director 
 


