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Governor Celebrates Funding  
for Higher Education at CCM
On November 12, Governor Chris Christie visited CCM to announce the impact of the Building 
Our Future Bond Act at CCM and institutions of higher education throughout New Jersey.

“I’m pleased to be at County College of Morris today to celebrate the projects underway here, 
including the new $5.2 million Music Technology Building and enhanced engineering, biology, 
chemistry and physics labs,” said Christie to an audience of more than 200 students, faculty, ad-
ministrators and the press who gathered at the Student Community Center.

“Since taking office, my administration has made it a priority to work with the legislature in a 
bipartisan manner to restructure, promote and strengthen higher education so that New Jersey’s 
colleges can compete for the best students and faculty in the nation. I congratulate the County Col-
lege of Morris community on these projects and enhancements, which will provide state-of-the-art 
learning experiences for students.”

The bond act, passed by New Jersey voters in November 2012, provided $750 million for New 
Jersey’s colleges. Of that, $200 million is earmarked for community colleges for much-needed 
construction and renovation projects.

With its matching funds, CCM is scheduled to receive a total of $10 million to construct a Music 
Technology building and upgrade its engineering labs.

“The passage of the Building Our Future Bond Act last November by New Jersey voters represents 
wide-spread and genuine support for maintaining quality higher education institutions in the 
state,” noted CCM President Dr. Edward J. Yaw.

Partnership to Allow Students to Earn 
Rutgers Baccalaureate Degrees at CCM
Beginning in fall 2014, residents of Morris County and northern New Jersey will be able 
to earn baccalaureate degrees at CCM thanks to a partnership with Rutgers University.

The program will launch with the Rutgers University-Newark majors of psychology, 
journalism, criminal justice, and public and non-profit administration. The institu-
tions plan to add other majors to the agreement in the future.

“We at County College of Morris are delighted to enter into this partnership with Rutgers,” said Dr. Edward J. Yaw, president of CCM. “The agreement 
will allow us to serve Morris County and northern New Jersey in an even greater capacity. We are happy to give the region’s residents the ability to 
receive Rutgers baccalaureate degrees at CCM in the five initial areas, and are excited to expand into additional majors in the future.”

The partnership will allow CCM graduates and others who hold associate degrees to earn the degrees at CCM’s Randolph and Morristown locations. 
Program participants also can take courses at other Rutgers University locations, including summer and winter courses. On-site academic advising 
at CCM will be offered by Rutgers’ staff.



Provident Bank Supports Teen Arts: Jane Kurek (second from left),  
executive director of the Provident Bank Foundation, presents CCM President 
Dr. Edward Yaw, with a check for $3,500 to help fund the 2014 Teen Arts Festi-
val, which will take place at the college on May 12. Looking on are CCM Foun-
dation President Joseph Vitale and Debbie Knothe-Perez, Provident Assistant 
Vice President and Randolph, NJ branch manager. The Teen Arts Festival, now 
in its 29th year, provides an opportunity for more than 500 high-school and mid-
dle-school students to display their artwork and skills in the performing arts and 
to receive feedback from faculty members and professionals in various fields.

Foundation Board Welcomes Professor,  
Pharmaceutical Industry Exec
The CCM Foundation Board of Directors has added two new members: Joseph Bilotti, ‘88, associate profes-
sor of music at CCM, and Brandi Robinson, vice president and head of corporate communications/North 
America for Sanofi US.

Bilotti received his associate’s degree from CCM and his bachelor’s and master’s degree 
from Montclair State University. In addition to teaching, he is a multi-skilled profes-
sional musician and a two-time recipient of the prestigious NISOD teaching award giv-
en by the University of Texas at Austin. He also performs regularly throughout the tri-
state area as well as internationally.

Robinson has more than 20 years’ experience in pharmaceutical communications. At 
Sanofi, she is responsible for internal communications, media relations, corporate rep-
utation, R&D, vaccines and pharmaceuticals communications within the U.S. and Can-
ada. This marks her second tenure on the CCM Foundation board, having served in the 
early 2000s.

“We’re thrilled to be adding two new board members who have such a close association with CCM,” said Jo-
seph Vitale, CCM Foundation president. “Joe Bilotti is not only an alum but a distinguished professor who 
has devoted so much of his life to the college. Brandi Robinson is not only an accomplished professional in 
her field but her previous experience on our board gives her a real awareness of our history and mission.”

CCM Gala to Honor Bud Mayo, Alumni
The County College of Morris 
Foundation Scholarship Gala, to 
be held April 25 at the Hyatt-Mor-
ristown, will honor an entertain-
ment industry pioneer as well as a 
slate of distinguished alumni.

A. Dale “Bud” Mayo, founder, 
chairman and chief executive of-

ficer of Digital Cinema Destina-
tions Corporation, will receive 
the Foundation’s Leadership Award 
in recognition of his business suc-
cess as well as his service to the 
community. Mayo is the found-
ing donor of the Mayo Perform-
ing Arts Center in Morristown.

The college’s Alumni Award 
winners will include Ann F. 
Grossi, Esq. ’71 of Parsippany, 
NJ, Morris County Clerk and 
former Morris County Free-
holder, who will receive the 
Alumna of the Year Award.

“We are honored to be recogniz-
ing two individuals whose work 
and dedication have contribut-
ed so much to Morris County,” 
said Joseph Vitale, president 
of the CCM Foundation. “Bud 
Mayo has been a great friend 
of the arts and a tireless and 
visionary leader whose efforts 
have resulted in an outstanding 
home for the performing arts 
in Morristown. Ms. Grossi has 
served the county as an out-
standing attorney, as Freeholder 
and now in her current capacity 
as County Clerk. We’re proud 
she got her start at CCM.”

In addition to Grossi, Alumni 
Award winners include David 
B. Murray ’78 of Scotch Plains, 
NJ, who will receive the Alumni 
Achievement Award; Jessica K. 
Leone ’02 of Denville, NJ, who 
will receive the Alumni Service 
Award; and Michael D. O’Don-
nell ’77 of New Berlin, WI, who 
will receive the Alumni Humani-
tarian Award.

The event, which begins with 
cocktails at 6 p.m. followed by 
dinner and program at 7:30 p.m., 
features dining, dancing, a silent 
auction and a performance by 
CCM’s Performing Arts students. 
The gala raises funds for the col-
lege’s scholarships and programs.

Tickets, tables, sponsorships and 
ads in the Gala Journal are avail-
able by visiting www.ccm.edu/
Gala2013 or by calling 973-328-
5060.

Legacy Society
The spirit of philanthropy  

endures forever . . .  
The following individuals have 
generously provided bequests to  

the CCM Foundation  
in their estate plans:

Helen M. Bauer*

Catherine Bencivenga* 
and Dominic A.  

Bencivenga

Nelson C. Doland, Jr.*

Richard and Ula  
Jonassen

David E. Jones

Donna Kahn

Dean Malanga*

Walter and Carol  
McDonald

Ralph Meloro

Roz Nadel*

William Pomerantz, M.D.*

Muriel Roberts

Eleanor Rockefeller*

Kathleen Sheffield*

Carl Vogt*

Linda M. Willetts*

*Deceased



CCM Student Nick Cirillo  
is Student Scholarship Speaker

Senior Communications 
major Nick Cirillo has been 
chosen to speak at this year’s 
CCM Scholarship Gala, rep-
resenting all scholarship 
students.

“I’m honored to be able to tell my story to 
the donors whose support raises funds for our 
scholarship program,” said Cirillo, who will 
graduate in May. “I’m happy to do whatever I 
can to make the 2014 Gala a success because 
CCM has turned my life around. About seven 
years after I graduated high school, I realized 
that in order to reach my goals in life I had to 
get a college degree. I chose County College of 
Morris because it was local, but soon realized 
why it has the reputation it does. My professors 
have been outstanding and the environment 

nurturing. And the scholarships I have received 
from the CCM Foundation have helped pay for 
tuition, books and supplies.

“I’m working hard at night to help put myself 
through school, and with the help of donors 
like you, I will graduate in May with an associ-
ate’s degree in communications. My goal is to 
eventually earn my bachelor’s degree in public 
relations and work in the entertainment indus-
try. Thank you, CCM donors, for helping me to 
achieve my dream.”

In addition to supporting the Gala, donors can 
make a gift to CCM’s scholarship program to 
support other students like Nick or establish a 
scholarship in their name or the name of a loved 
one. For more information, please call 973-328-
5060 or email us at foundation@ccm.edu

New Music Technology Building 
and Science Labs at CCM
Thanks to some $7.5 mil-
lion made available to 
CCM through the Building 
Our Future bond act and 
matching funds from Mor-
ris County, ground will be 
broken this spring for the 
Music Technology build-
ing – a 16,000-square-foot, 
two-story addition to the 
college’s Student Commu-
nity Center. The facility, 
which will connect with the existing Performing Arts Center/Dragonetti Auditorium, will include 
an experimental theater that will serve as a large hands-on classroom, a recording-instruction stu-
dio; two standard classrooms; an electronic music/aural comprehension classroom and piano lab; 
a second recording studio; a scene shop; dressing rooms and multiple student practice rooms.

Thanks to the funds, renovations have already been completed to fabrication, metrology, aviation, 
electronics, statics and CAD labs and other instructional spaces. The upgrades will expand oppor-
tunities for designing, testing materials, fabricating (machine shop, 3D printing, rapid prototyp-
ing, computer numerical control and other processes), performing, assembly and other aspects of 
engineering to better prepare students for direct entry into the workforce or for preparing them to 
transfer to four-year colleges.

Double Your Donation to CCM. It’s Easy.
Do you or your spouse work for a company that offers a con-
tribution match? If so, you can significantly increase your gift 
to the CCM Foundation at no additional cost. Make a gift to 
CCM (www.ccm.edu/donate) today, then check to see if you 
or your spouse’s company offers these programs by visiting: 
http://doublethedonation.com/ccm

Rendering by NK Architects

Plant a Seed 
at CCM

The Foundation’s Plant a Seed campaign 
is bearing fruit! This fall, the Foundation 
placed plaques on 30 trees on campus 
for donors who made gifts of $2,500 
or more during the previous year. The 
campaign continues this spring. Donors 
who make gifts at that level – which 
can be divided over two years – will re-
ceive a plaque on a newly-planted tree 
that will grace our campus for decades 
to come. It’s a wonderful way for your 
name – or the name of a loved one – 
to become a permanent part of CCM. 
Name a tree for yourself, your family 
or to commemorate a graduating class 
from the past. For more information on 
how you can Plant a Seed at CCM call 
the Foundation at 973-328-5060 or 
email: foundation@ccm.edu

Correction
The following donors were inadvertent-
ly left out of our Honor Roll of Donors 
(2012-13), which was published in the 
Fall/Winter 2013-14 issue. We apologize 
for the error.

John Palmieri

Joan Rielly

Make a Gift 
Online Today!

www.ccm.edu/donate

mailto:foundation@ccm.edu
http://www.ccm.edu/donate
http://doublethedonation.com/ccm
mailto:foundation@ccm.edu


(From left) Solix President and COO Jack Miller and the 
company’s CEO, John C. Parry, present a check to CCM 
President Edward Yaw and CCM Foundation President 
Joseph Vitale in the Media Center. The gift will name the 
Green Room in honor of Solix as part of the Visioning 
the Future capital campaign. Solix, Inc., based in Parsip-
pany, NJ, is a leading provider of eligibility determina-
tion, qualification program management and customer 
care services to government, telecommunications, 
broadband, utility and healthcare organizations.

Board of Chosen Freeholders
Thomas J. Mastrangelo, Director

David Scapicchio, Deputy Director

Douglas R. Cabana

John Cesaro

Kathy DeFillippo

John Krickus

Hank Lyon

as of January 2014

Board of Trustees
Stanley T. Omland, P.E., P.P., Chair *

Jeffrey M. Advokat, Esq., Vice Chair

Dr. Joseph L. Ricca, Jr., Treasurer 

Paul R. Licitra, Secretary 

Laurie Bogaard, Esq.

Dr. Barbara L. Hadzima

Dr. Rosalie S. Lamonte

J. Richard Rajoppi

William Schievella

Michael A. Van Allen

Dr. Joseph S. Weisberg *

Nicholas Cruz ‘13, Alumni Trustee

Sandra Geiger, Trustee Emerita

W. Thomas Margetts, Trustee Emeritus

William T. McNerney, Trustee Emeritus

as of November 2013

All trustees also serve concurrently as members of the 
CCM Foundation. Members noted with an * serve on the 

Foundation Board of Directors.

College Administration
Dr. Edward J. Yaw, President

Dr. Dwight L. Smith, Vice President of Academic Affairs

Karen VanDerhoof, Vice President of Business and Finance

Dr. Bette M. Simmons, Vice President of  
Student Development and Enrollment Management

Joseph Vitale, Executive Director for College Advancement 
and Planning and President of the CCM Foundation

Roger Flahive, Executive Director of Information Systems 
(CIO)

Thomas Burk, Director of Human Resources  
and Labor Relations

County College of Morris Foundation
Joseph T. Vitale, President

Board of Directors

Everton Scott, Chair

William McElroy ’83, Vice Chair

Robert Zajac, Treasurer

John C. Parry, Jr., Secretary

Eileen Paragano ’91, Assistant Secretary

Marilyn Ayres

John P. Beyel, Esq.

Joseph Bilotti, ‘88, Faculty Representative

Jack Farris, Esq.

Carol Fitzpatrick ’86

Sandra Geiger

Thomas Hayes

Allan J. Iskra, Esq.

Edward Nelson ’72

Keith Riddiford

Brandi Robinson

Gil Zweig

Foundation Staff

Barbara Capsouras ’82, Director of Alumni Affairs

Colleen McArdle ’87, Director of Special Events

Trish McGrath ’05, Executive Administrative Assistant

Cedar Knolls Couple Creates Nursing Legacy
The namesakes of the Stanley and Nanci Omland 
Nursing Scholarship have had a long association 
with CCM. Both of their children earned their 
associate’s degrees here. And after raising her 
children, Nanci Omland returned to school to 
study nursing at CCM.

Today, she works in a urology practice in Mor-
ristown as well as at the Carol G. Simon Cancer 
Center at Morristown Memorial Hospital. Her 
husband, Stan, the CEO of Omland Engineering 
Associates, Inc., serves as the Chairman of the 
CCM Board of Trustees.

The Stanley and Nanci Omland Nursing Scholar-
ship was established in January 2014 with a gift of 
$25,000. It provides a full- or part-time student 
majoring in nursing with $1,000 a year, $500 for 
each semester. Students returning to school to 
start a second career receive first preference.

Nanci Omland says that the nursing curriculum 
at CCM is challenging but offers an outstanding 
education. For many, she observes, an addition-
al challenge is figuring out how to finance their 
degree.

“There are a lot of students who have difficulty 
making ends meet and who have to work mul-
tiple jobs to keep going,” says Nanci Omland. 
“I saw that with some of my fellow nursing stu-
dents. We feel privileged to relieve some of that 
financial burden with the scholarship.”

Stan Omland agrees. “This scholarship is a small 
way of giving back to our society, our county and 
to a college that has a lot of meaning to our fam-
ily. We hope it will be of lasting benefit to the 
nursing students who receive it.”

LRC Set to Re-Open
After a little more than a year, 
a completely updated Sher-
man H. Masten Learning Re-
source Center (library) will 
reopen in May following an 
$6 million renovation.  The 
cost was covered by state-and-
county supported bond funds. 
When it reopens, the new LRC 
will offer a state-of-the-art fa-
cility offering students, faculty 
and the community at large a 
modern academic resource in 
which to read, research and conduct events. The overhaul will include new carpeting and décor, 
improved lighting, new furniture and an improved heating and ventilation system. The renovated 
building will also house an expanded art gallery, study rooms for student use, a Starbucks Café on the 
second level, as well as the printed collections, Media Center (broadcast studio), Disability Services 
and the Testing Center.

“I’m most excited by the open and spacious ambience of the renovated building,” said Heather 
Craven, LRC director. “I know students will enjoy the user-friendly, one-floor library layout that will 
make it easier for staff to assist students.”

While the LRC has been closed, the college’s newly acquired building at 675 Route 10 West has served 
as the temporary library.




