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Community College Spirit Awards Presented to CCM Pair 

Dr. Bette Simmons, vice president of Student Development and 
Enrollment Management at County College of Morris (CCM), and 
Robert Lipka, director of customized training solutions at CCM, recently 
received the Community College Spirit Award from the New Jersey 
Council of County Colleges (NJCCC). Since its inauguration in 1993, the 
Community College Spirit Award has been an honor bestowed to those 
who embody the community college spirit – perseverance, dedication 
and excellence. 
 

Simmons was recognized in part 
for her work in leading New 
Jersey’s community colleges in 
transforming their student services 
programs to improve student 
completion in associate degree 
and certificate programs. 
Specifically, she co-authored a 
statewide white paper featuring 
best practices colleges can adopt 
to improve student engagement. 
 
Lipka was recognized in part for his 
work to increase the number of 

Morris County businesses utilizing the New Jersey Community College 
Consortium for Workforce and Economic Development and the New 
Jersey Business and Industry Association Basic Skills Workforce Training 

SCHEDULED EVENTS 
Where applicable, click event title for more 

information 
  

Space Extreme 
July 11, 7 p.m., 
Longo Planetarium 
  
Shapes in the Sky 
July 12, 1 p.m., 
Longo Planetarium 
  
Tour of the Planets 
July 12, 3 p.m., 
Longo Planetarium 
 

Jekyll and Hyde Auditions 
August 28 and September 2, 6:30 p.m., 
Dragonetti Auditorium, Student Community 
Center 

  
FRIENDLY REMINDERS 

Payroll Stipend Paperwork Deadline 
All employee stipend payment paperwork for 
services performed prior to July 1, 2014, must 
be received in Human Resources for approval 
by July 7 in order to be processed by payroll 
in July. These payments will be charged to the 
Fiscal Year 2014 budget. Any stipends that 
are not processed by that date will be 
charged to the new Fiscal Year 2015 budget. 
  
Help the Foundation Reach its Goal 
There are only a few days left to help the 
CCM Foundation 
raise funds to 
reach its internal 
goal of $55,000 for 
2013-14. The 
money helps fund 
more than 100 
scholarships that 
assist more than 
200 CCM students 
each year. The 
foundation needs 
your help to get 
over the top and 
add to its current internal total of $41,160. 
  
You can send a check made out to the CCM 
Foundation to Henderson Hall, Room 211, or 

http://www.ccm.edu/newsEvents/eventDetails.aspx?Channel=/Channels/Sitewide&WorkflowItemID=1874a4b0-0bcb-4ed1-a29e-7b4f8d25e45d
http://www.ccm.edu/newsEvents/eventDetails.aspx?Channel=/Channels/Sitewide&WorkflowItemID=1922c928-86d3-4e75-b6a2-fd618033989c
http://www.ccm.edu/newsEvents/eventDetails.aspx?Channel=/Channels/Sitewide&WorkflowItemID=5834aa20-68ba-4fa2-a3ac-75b2311ba441
http://www.ccm.edu/newsEvents/eventDetails.aspx?Channel=/Channels/Sitewide&WorkflowItemID=ca6777ad-1f33-44ea-a81a-e7830322dace


Program. Read more at http://tinyurl.com/moyxafa. 
 

Professor to Appear on TV Show 

 
John Soltes, instructor of Communication at CCM, will appear on an 
upcoming episode of the television show Life & Living with Joanna 
Gagis. You can catch his appearance on Saturday, June 28, at 2 p.m. on 
NJTV. 
 

CCM Foundation Now Part of AmazonSmile Program 
Do you shop on Amazon? Now Amazon will donate a portion of your 
purchase to the CCM Foundation at no cost to you. When you shop at 
www.Smile.Amazon.com, you’ll find the exact same prices, selection 
and shopping experience as Amazon.com. 
 
The AmazonSmile Foundation will donate .5 percent of the price from 
your eligible AmazonSmile purchases to CCM. From time to time, 
AmazonSmile may offer special, limited-time promotions that increase 
the donation amount on one or more products or services, or provide 
for additional donations. 
 
To shop at AmazonSmile, simply go to www.Smile.Amazon.com. If you 
already have an Amazon account, you can log in using your existing 
username and password. If not, you can create a new account. Your 
shopping cart, wish list, wedding or baby registry, and other account 
settings are also the same. 
 
On your first visit to AmazonSmile, you need to select “County College 
of Morris Foundation” as your designated charity. AmazonSmile will 
remember your selection, and then every eligible purchase you make 
on AmazonSmile will result in a donation to the CCM Foundation. 
 

Professor Attends Multiple Conferences 
Dr. Craig Pilant, assistant chair of the Department of History and 
Political Science at CCM, attended the third annual Emerging Learning 
Design Conference at Montclair State University on May 30. The 
conference is a forum for discussing, discovering and trying out new 
learning design programs and concepts. 
 
Pilant was also in attendance at the American Historical Association 
(AHA) Teaching History to Undergraduates regional conference at Saint 
Francis College in Brooklyn on May 20. The purpose of the conference 
was to build collaborative partnerships among history faculty at two- 
and four-year schools in the region and discuss some of the pressing 
concerns facing history departments. The conference was held in 
conjunction with the AHA's Tuning Project. Tuning is a collaborative 
process which convenes experts in a discipline to spell out the 
distinctive skills, methods, and substantive range of that field. 
Participants then work to harmonize or “tune” the core goals of their 

make a gift online via credit card at 
www.ccm.edu/donate. Faculty and staff can 
also make a gift to CCM via payroll deduction. 
It’s easy to do. Just call the foundation at ext. 
5061 or email Trish McGrath at 
tmcgrath@ccm.edu. 
  
Campus Store Closure 
The Campus Store will be closed Monday, 
June 30, through Wednesday, July 2, in order 
to take inventory. 
  
A Tasty Way to Help CCM Students 
Mark your calendars for Monday, July 14, and 
come to the Gourmet Café on Baldwin Road 
in Parsippany for “Make A Difference 
Monday.” Owner Matt Pierone, a CCM 
alumnus, will donate 10 percent of the sales 
that day to the CCM Foundation. Dine in, take 
out or purchase a gift certificate. Enjoy a 
delicious lunch or dinner while supporting 
student scholarships. For directions and 
information, go to www.njgourmetcafe.com. 
 

Student Volunteers Needed 
The Office of Campus Life is looking to recruit 
students to assist at the First Year 
Information New Student Orientation 
Program in July and August. Past and current 
students who are willing to share their 
college experience with new students 
through a panel and informal interaction are 
needed. Interested students will be paid for 
working 9 a.m. until 1 p.m. on any of the 
following dates: July 29, 30, August 5, 6, 13, 
14, 20 and/or 21. 
  
If you know of any interested students, 
please have them contact the Office of 
Campus Life at 973-328-5225 or 
dphelps@ccm.edu. 
  
Accounting Deadlines 
The final day for submitting petty cash 
reimbursements, expense reimbursements 
and travel reconciliations for the current 
fiscal year is Tuesday, July 15. 

  
HR CORNER 

PERS Contribution Rate Increase 
CCM employees contributing to the Public 
Employees Retirement System (PERS)  
will have their contribution rate increase from 
6.78 percent to 6.92 percent effective the first 
pay in July under provisions of Chapter 78, 
P.L. 2011. 
  
Health Benefit Contribution Changes 
Effective July 1, employee contributions to 

http://tinyurl.com/moyxafa
http://www.smile.amazon.com/
http://www.smile.amazon.com/
http://www.ccm.edu/donate
mailto:tmcgrath@ccm.edu
http://www.njgourmetcafe.com/
mailto:dphelps@ccm.edu


discipline and the curricula that support those goals on each 
participating campus. 
 

July Library Novella Book Club 
The CCM Library Novella Book Club will be discussing Wallace Stegner’s 
Remembering Laughter on Wednesday, July 30, from noon to 1 p.m. 
and all employees are welcome to attend. The club meets the last 
Wednesday of the month in the library. Those with questions can 
contact ext. 5278. Upcoming titles and dates are  
Things Fall Apart on August 27, Three Men in a Boat on September 24, 
The Haunting of Hill House on October 29, Siddhartha on November 26, 
and Call of the Wild on December 17. 

health benefits will increase to the Year 4 
percentage. The effective date for faculty is 
September 1. To determine your new rate, go 
to the Division of Pensions and Benefits 
calculator for Local Education Employees at 
http://www.state.nj.us/treasury/pensions/hb-
percentage14-ed.shtml. 
  
You will need to input your annual salary 
effective July 1 (September 1 for faculty), 
select bi-weekly, select your medical plan and 
coverage, select your prescription drug 
coverage included with your SEHBP Medical 
Plan, and then select “calculate contribution.” 
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